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Hello, listening friends.
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If you are listening to this broadcast for the first
time
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We are about halfway through a series of
messages on the first epistle of Peter
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We call this series, “Blessed to be a Blessing.”
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Today Peter is going to tell us how to imitate
our blesser
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Today there is a great deal of complaint in the

world that there are no longer any heroes to
follow
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Heroes and role models are in short supply
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And that is why some of our children are
making heroes out of movie stars
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But movie stars are only make-believe people
who are totally lacking in any heroic
characteristic
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Other people have completely confused
heroism and role models with fame and even
infamy
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There’s a story about a group of young school
children
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They were asked to write a short story about the
heroes in their lives
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One little seven year old girl chose her father as
her personal hero
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Her father was really flattered
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And he was absolutely surprised
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But he was also completely delighted
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So he asked her, why did you chose me
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The girl said
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Because I could not spell the name of my

favorite movie star
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Sometimes parents bring this upon themselves
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How
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When they do not set an example for their
children
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And when they do not teach their children by
example
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I read a story that illustrates this
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There was an overprotective mother
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Who was spoiling her son rather than training
him
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Instead of disciplining him, she gave him
everything
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She never trained him about the difference
between right and wrong
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When the boy was going to his very first day of
school
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She not only accompanied him all the way to
the classroom
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But she would not leave until she talked to the
teacher
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And the mother told the teacher
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If my son misbehaves, punish the boy next to
him
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Because my little boy learns by example
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That’s the kind of attitude many have in society
today
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No wonder many young people are confused
about true heroism
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And yet the apostle Peter was far from being
confused about who his hero was
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Today Peter is telling us that we have only one
hero
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He is telling us that we only have one perfect
role model
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We don’t have to look any further
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In our success oriented age that is based on
youth
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In a world where success is based on wealth
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In a world where success is based on size
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In a world where success is based on popularity
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Peter is saying that we must never look beyond
the Lord Jesus as our role model
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We must never look beyond the one who paid
the price for our sins on the cross of Calvary
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Peter is saying that we must model the one who
is considered a failure by the world
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But is considered a real success by God

HAE 2RI

Let me explain
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For the one who suffered outside the city gate
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Has had millions of followers

S RELE EHHRREE -

Who rejoiced that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame and die for his sake
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The world considered Jesus a failure
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God considered Jesus a success
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The apostle Paul probably was the greatest
scholar of his day
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After he met the Lord Jesus Christ on the road
to Damascus
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He spent the rest of his life preaching the
gospel to every known part of the world
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At the end of his life
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After a life of preaching the word of God
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Paul met death when an executioner severed his
head on the Apian Way at the heart of Rome
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That would render him a failure by the worlds
standard
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But God declared him a success
(AR 2 2 BRIIHY

During the English reformation
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There were three bishops who refused to
compromise the preaching of salvation through
grace alone
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They were all burnt at stake for preaching
gospel of grace
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And just as the fire enveloped them
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One man was heard to cry out to his friend and
fellow bishop
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Play the man
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For by God's grace we will light a candle in
England as we thus blazingly die
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That will never be put out
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Many thought of them as failures
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But God saw them as success
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There was a young boy in Europe
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He carried provisions to Christians in caves
because of their persecutors
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His tormentors held him over a cliff with the
threat of death
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They wanted him to reveal the whereabouts of
his fellow believers
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Looking down to the deep ravine, this young
boy said,
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It is not so deep as hell
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I will never tell and you can drop me down
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The world may have thought of him as foolish
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But God saw this young boy as a great success
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That is the meaning of the passage in I Peter
that we were looking at today
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If there is a desperate need in our world today
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If there is a desperate need in our churches
today
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It is the need to reintroduce this generation to
true heroism

U XA AR - BT HIERY 3
TN %2 B ©

The apostle Peter is saying that we have the
hero par excellence in our savior himself
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The Lord Jesus Christ
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Therefore imitate him
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And that is why I have called this message,
imitate your blesser
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Let’s look and read I Peter 2:21-25
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The apostle Peter said, for this you have been
called
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Called to what
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Some people say called to suffering
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There are other passages in the scripture that
tells us that we are called to suffering
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But that’s not one of them

HHA B IX B ST IAY ©

Let’s look at the verse again
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For this you have been called because Christ

also suffered for you leaving you an example
that you should follow in his steps
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So here’s what Peter is saying
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We are called to follow the example of Christ
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We are called to follow and imitate the Lord
Jesus Christ if and when we suffer
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So what God has called you and me to do is not
necessarily to suffering
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But we must follow the example of Christ when
we suffer
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Of course Peter is quoting from Isaiah 53
AR5 T LAFRL A 53 ZHEANE

After the broadcast you might want to read that
in your Bible
Wr5e 5 R E % » fRaT DL BB R3S

A

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

You’ll be amazed at how the old and the new
testaments come together
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One fulfills the other
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Peter quotes heavily from Isaiah 53 throughout
this passage
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My listening friends, I want to make a point
very clear because it’s very important
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Verses 21 to 25 of I Peter 2
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Are the hub around which the whole epistle
revolves
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Verses 21 to 25 of I Peter 2
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Are the cornerstone upon which the whole
epistle is built
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That is why I don’t wa ° nt you to miss it
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Why did Peter wait until the middle of the
passage to get to the hub
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Why didn’t he put the core and the foundation
stone of this epistle at the beginning
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Why didn’t Peter just begin the epistle by

telling us that we should follow the example of
Christ
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Because he wants to be sure that we understand
that our primary calling comes first
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Our following the example of Christ is a second
recalling
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It is not a primary calling
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Are any of you who are listening surprised by
that
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But that’s what Peter is saying here
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You have been called to Christ
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You have to have the calling of Christ upon
your life first
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And then you have the calling to follow him as
an example
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In I Peter 2:9
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He told us that we are called from darkness into
light
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Then he tells us that we are called to follow the
example of Christ
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There are so many people who talk about
following the example of Christ
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But following the example of Christ is
impossible
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Why did I say that
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Following the example of Christ unless you
first have been called out of darkness into light
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Think about it this way
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If you are in a room that is pitch black
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And you cannot see a thing
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and someone that you cannot see comes to you
and says
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don’t worry, just follow me
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how can you follow them if you can’t see
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how can they lead you out of a totally dark
room when you cannot see a thing
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so how can it be possible for us to follow the
model and example of Christ unless we have
been first born again

FITLL » BRARERATTE A T » ANIRE 20T g DAS
B B R RIS R B AHE 2

unless we first been called out of darkness into
light
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it is an impossibility
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those who ignore the importance of being born
again
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and say Jesus just an example for us to model
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are like the man that’s in the dark room
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what they are speaking are useless words
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they can talk all they want about Jesus as our
example
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but the people will be going no where
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how can you follow the example of Christ
unless you know Christ
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first you have to know Jesus before you can
follow him

IRLASEINIRAE » - REER At :

first you have to have a relationship with Jesus
before you can use him as a pattern for living
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first you have to have a relationship with Jesus
before he can be your role model
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how do the disciples of Christ follow his
example
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first don’t take revenge when you are wronged
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second
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wait patiently for God's justice when man’s
justice is lacking
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third
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never deny the truth
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and I’ve noticed that my time has just run out
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next time

T ETA -

we will look at these three things further
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