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Hello, listening friends.
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If you are joining our broadcast for the first
time,
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We are getting toward the end of a series of
messages from 1 Peter.
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Last time, we started looking at 1 Peter 4:1 to 6.
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Peter was telling us about having a purpose in
life as a believer.
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And when you do have a purpose, your lifestyle
can be called the lifestyle of the blessed and
joyful.
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Let me summarize it for you.
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The life that has a purpose
HERAE

Is a life that is mentally prepared for whatever
you may face.
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The life that has a purpose
HBERAE

Is a life that is spiritually powerful to resist the
old way of life.
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The life that has a purpose
HHERRIAA

Is a life that is ultimately proven by the Lord in
the day of accountability.
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Last time, we looked at the life that is mentally
prepared.
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Today, we will look at the life that is spiritually
powertul to resist the things that are hindering
their purpose.
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If you have your Bible, you can turn to 1 Peter
4:2,3 and 4.
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Peter says you will be spiritually powerful to
resist the old way of life.
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When you have a purpose in life,
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And when your purpose in life is to please the

Lord,
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You will find it easier to resist the temptation.
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Temptation for what?
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Temptation to return to the life of sin that we
all lived in before Christ.
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Before we were redeemed.
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Before we were washed and cleansed.
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And that is why serving God’s purpose is a
repeated theme in the entire Bible.
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You find it in both Old and New Testament.
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In Psalm 27, David said
ik 27 0 KLU
‘One thing I ask of the Lord and one thing I

seek, that I may dwell in the presence of the
Lord all the days of my life.’
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My listening friends, what I’'m going to tell you
is very important.
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I have never met a spiritually victorious
Christian who is constantly rehearsing and
rehashing the past.
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And that is why the apostle Paul builds on what
the psalmist is saying.
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And in Philippians 3:13 to 15, Paul repeats the
same thing.
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Paul said, ‘One thing I do, forgetting what lies
behind,’
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All of my past sins,
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And I reach forward to what lies ahead.
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Paul is telling us that any success he had is
because of the power of the Holy Spirit.
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One thing I do is forget the sins of the past.
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Forget the pain of the past.
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And then reach forward and strain forward to
the goal of Christ Jesus.
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In Luke 10:41 and 42,
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When Jesus was visiting Mary and Martha’s
home,
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Mary sits at his feet and Martha is running all
around cooking up a storm and doing all kinds
of things.
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Finally, she complained to Jesus about Mary.
AR BAME - BRI IT > HAR SR -
And Jesus said to Martha,
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“You are worried and bothered about too many
things. One thing is needful.’
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Have you asked yourself this question?
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Are you worried and bothered about too many
things?
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My listening friends, listen carefully.
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I hope the rebuke of Jesus will touch you today.
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One thing is needful.
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Every time you find yourself going back to the
old sins,
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You will find that you do so because you lost
your way.
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Or because you do not have a purpose in your
Christian life that is lined up with Christ’s
purpose for you.
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Every time you wander into forbidden territory,
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You will discover that it is because you have
lost your grip on your most important purpose
in life,
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Which is pleasing the Lord.
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Someone once said,
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Paul did one thing; most of us dabble in forty
things.
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Like butterflies, we flit about looking into this
and that.
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But we are deeply concerned about nothing.
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We are like the person who said
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‘I’'m interested in everything a little bit.’
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The problem is this.
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When you are scattered,
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When your priorities are out of kilter,
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And your purpose is not clearly defined,
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You will accomplish nothing.
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And before long, you will look back upon life,
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And realize that you wasted your life.
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And you wasted your energy.
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And you have wasted your money.
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But then it will be too late for some.
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But it is never too late for anyone who is
listening to me right now.
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A life that has a purpose

HEFRIAE -

Is a life that is mentally prepared for whatever
you may face.
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The life that has a purpose
HERAE
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Is a life that is spiritually powerful to resist the
old way of life.
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Thirdly and finally,
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A life that has a purpose
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Is a life that is ultimately proven by the Lord in
the day of accountability.
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When I became a believer, I stopped going out
with my old friends.
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They couldn’t understand why I wouldn’t join
them in what they called fun.
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Some of them even got mad at me.
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But Peter is saying that this might happen to
some of us.
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The truth is, I could no longer enjoy their kind
of fun.
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Some unbelievers sometimes get the idea that
Christians cannot get any pleasure out of life.
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That is a false notion.
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The problem for me was, that when Christ
changed my nature,
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What they called fun was a misery for me.
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But I couldn’t explain that to them.
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Now that I’'m a little older,
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I understand that the thought that Christians do
not know how to have fun is an impression that
some Christians give.
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Some describe the Puritan of old,
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As a person who has a haunting fear that
someone somewhere is happy.
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Where does this reputation for a tight and
joyless lifestyle among Christians come from?
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The following story gives us a clue.
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A newspaper columnist said,
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‘In the church the other day,’
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‘I was intent on a small child who was turning
around and smiling at everyone.’
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‘He wasn’t growling, spitting, or kicking or
tearing up the hymnbooks.’
AW > LK SLESELS) > BikS
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‘He was not rummaging through his mother’s
handbag.’
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‘He was just smiling.’
it 2R

‘Finally, his mother jerked him about,’
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‘And in a stage whisper that could be heard
three blocks away, she said to him,’
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‘Stop that grinning. You are at church.’
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now my listening friends,
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the lifestyle of the blessed and joyful,
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Is far from the morbid religiosity that some
people project.
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The joy that we have cannot help but be
expressed.
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The joy that we have received comes from the
blessings that God has poured upon us.
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Do you remember earlier in this series, the
sevenfold blessings?
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Whenever you find yourself sad or depressed,
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Go back and read again those sevenfold
blessings.
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The happiness we have comes from basking in
the knowledge of the redeeming love of the
Father through the Son in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
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The joy and the happiness that we have come

from the fact that we want to please the one
who gave us everything.
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Why do I want to please God?
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First of all, it is out of gratitude and
thanksgiving.
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Every time I think about the grace of God to me,
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I get very emotional.
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It is in gratitude to God that I want to please
God.
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But secondly, Peter is telling us something very
important here.
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Peter says there is a day in which I will give an
account of how I lived my life.
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For those who reject Jesus Christ as their only
Savior and Lord,
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There is a day of judgment coming.
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But those who have accepted Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord,
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Those who are walking in the Spirit,
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They have escaped the day of judgment.
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But believers will have a day called the Day of
Accountability.
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This theme runs through the entire New
Testament.
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The Bible says,
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We are going to give an account on every idle
word that we uttered.
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The Day of Judgment is for the unbelievers.
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And on that day, they will be sent into torment
for eternity.

A=K At R 2 A K g w5 R
But the day of accountability is for the
believers.
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The question is this.
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Will you be proven by God on that day?
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You will have to answer these questions.
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Did you care more for yourself than the one
who died for you?
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Did you spend more on yourself than the one
who redeemed you?
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Did you care more for your reputation than the
reputation of the one who bore your guilt and
sin on the cross?

IREEBET- B C & - IR IR 72
EERIRIREN ER S S 2
Did you care more for your own comfort and

convenience than honoring and glorifying the
one who bled and died for you?
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Did you promote your own welfare and your

purpose in life and place them above the
welfare and the purpose of him who loved you?
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These are the questions.
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Let me summarize what I said.
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When your purpose in life is clearly defined,
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And when your purpose in life is to glorify him
who died for you,
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When your purpose and his purpose are going
to mesh together,
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Not only will you be mentally prepared for
whatever you may face,
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Not only will you be spiritually powerful to
resist the old way of life,
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But ultimately, you will be proven by the Lord
on the day of accountability.
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My listening friend,
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The life that is lived to self will spend eternity
in hell.

LR 0] = IRATORGIIRER b ece: L NG 21 S A



54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

A life that has no holy, godly purpose will
spend eternity in torment.
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But the life that has a purpose, Peter said,
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Is mentally prepared,
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Spiritually powerful,
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And ultimately proven.
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It is my prayer that you live the life that has a
purpose,
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And then write to us and tell us.
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