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Hello, listening friends.
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We praise God that you have tuned in to this
program.
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And we pray constantly that God will use these
words to bless your life.
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It is our prayer that God would accept the

sacrifice of our bringing this to you to bless you
and bless your family.
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There are many people around the world who
are praying for you.
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So that as you receive the word of God,
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it will strengthen you,
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and empower you.
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So that you will be a soldier for Jesus Christ,
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and that you’ll be a true witness for Jesus Christ.
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And we try to do all this in series of messages.
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So that you can follow with us day after day.
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And we love to hear from you.
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We want to know how God is using these
messages to bless your life.
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So, we’re going to ask you if you’ll take a
minute and write us a letter.
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If you are joining this broadcast for the first
time,
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we are drawing near the end of a series of
messages from the first epistle of Peter.
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At the beginning of the epistle,
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Peter taught us to count our blessings.
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These are the sevenfold blessing that I will list
for you again.
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First,
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the blessing of election.
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Second,
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the blessing of the new birth.
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Thirdly,
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the blessing of a living hope.
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Fourthly,
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the blessing of the inheritance that we have in
Jesus Christ.
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Fifth,
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the blessing of God’s protection.
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Sixth,
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the blessing of suffering for Christ’ s sake.
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Seventh,

#t o

Peter tells us about the blessing of the grace of
God.
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Next, Peter tells us that we must respond to
these blessings with thankfulness.
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There are six ways to express our thankfulness.
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First, in thankfulness to God, we are to live in
alertness and self-control.
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Second, in thankfulness to God, we are to live a
life of holiness and obedience.
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Third, in thankfulness to God, we are to live a
life of reverence and awe and respect for God
as our Father.
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Fourth, in gratitude to God, we are to grow in
love.
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And fifth, in gratitude to God, we are to grow
in the Word.
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Sixth, in gratitude to God, we are to grow up.
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Peter writes this epistle like a ladder that we
must climb.
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One part resting upon the other.
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Peter tells us that once we are born again,
BerFin » BATEEZ 1% -

we find our true identity in Christ.
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Once we are born again,
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we will receive blessings from God so that we
might be a blessing to others.
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As we are born again,
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we must imitate the behavior of Jesus.
WA HB R T )

Today, in 1 Peter chapter 4 verses 12 to 19,
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the apostle speaks once again to believers who
are suffering for the sake of Christ.
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I want to ask you a question,
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have you ever experienced discrimination
because of your faith?
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Have you ever experienced persecution because
of your faith?
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Then this message is for you.
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Peter tells believers three things about suffering
for the sake of Christ.
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If you have a Bible, please turn with us to 1
Peter chapter 4 beginning at verse 12 to verse
19.
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Let’s read that together. (If time allows you,
please go ahead and read this passage.)
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Christians in Peter’s day were experiencing all
kinds of persecution and suffering.
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And Christians back then were tempted to ask
why.
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They are asking the question, saying,
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“How is it that we Christians, of all people,

who love deeply, are maligned and falsely
accused?”
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In the same way, the Gentile Christians of
Peter’s day were surprised by the persecution of
their pagan society.
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and so Peter writes to them and saying in verse
12,
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“Do not be surprised at the painful trials that
you are experiencing.”
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In fact, Peter tells them three things about
suffering for the sake of Christ.
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First,
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he said there is a special blessing that comes

from being falsely accused and severely
maligned.
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You'’ll find that in verse 14 of chapter 4.
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When you suffer unjustly, rejoice and be
exceedingly glad.
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Why?
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Because when they falsely accuse you,
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when they hate you for no reason,
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when they twist the truth about you,
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when they work hard to isolate you,
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when they bombard you with modern day
falsehoods,
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take heart.
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Don’t be discouraged.
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Don’t be tempted to join the parade of the
apathetic.
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Don’t be tempted to give up and deny the faith.
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But remember that there is a spiritual blessing
in store for you.
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Remember it in this way,
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when you are standing before the enemy,
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you are participating in Christ’s suffering.
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Remember in that way, you are winning some
of them over to eternal salvation.
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Remember that they are being blinded by Satan
and cannot see the truth.
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Remember that you can reach out to them even
in the midst of their false accusations.
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Remember that you will receive a blessing both
here and now and in the hereafter.
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So first, there is a blessing in store for you.
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Secondly,
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Peter is telling the Gentile Christians in Asia
Minor not to be ashamed of suffering.
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Look at verse 16 of chapter 4.
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The only thing you can be ashamed of is this,
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if you are reaping the consequences of
wrongdoing.
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But if you are maligned by others,
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don’t try to gain acceptance by apologizing for
the truth.
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Don’t try to please them by backing down.
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There is only one person that you need to be
concerned to please.
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There is only one person that you need to be
concerned to honor and obey.
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And don’t ever be ashamed of Him or His
Gospel.
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Because if you are ashamed of Jesus,
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Jesus said he’ll be ashamed of you before his
Father in heaven.
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Then the third thing Peter is saying for his
readers in Asia Minor is this,

TRAF WAt E /I P L 1325 B A 58 =1
H

in the midst of your suffering,
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remember that he will never forsake you.
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Look at verse 19 of chapter 4.
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Rather than taking the insult and the false
accusation personally,
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take it as an opportunity to trust the Lord.
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And when you surrender to the Lord in tough
times,
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when you trust him with all of your heart in
difficult times,
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when you commit yourself fully to him in times
of danger,
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He will free you from fear.

2R AR AR I H R

He will liberate you from anxiety.
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He will set you free from worry.
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Why?
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Because you are walking with the Lord in
obedience in tough times.
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He will walk with you in the midst of the fiery
furnace of life.
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When you trust in the Lord with all your heart,
EGEXIEy=¢: T R

and lean not on your own understanding,
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He will walk with you in the den of lions.
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Believers are obedient.
EE AR 1M 14

And obedient people believe and trust in Him.
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Remember, the Bible said that there were three
young men,
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they were obedient to the Lord.
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They were faithful to the Lord.

The whole world was against them.
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Their neighbors were against them.
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Their friends were against them.
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Many of their friends compromised the faith.
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But they were determined to obey the Lord,
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and honor the Lord,
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and please him alone.

BT EAX -

So, they continued in their prayer life.
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The king didn’t like that.
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So, he heated up the fiery furnace,
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seven times.
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And he threw them in the fire.

PRI Z PRk

But then, he looked in.
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And they did not burn.
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Not even a single hair of their head was singed.
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But they were not alone.
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There was a fourth person walking with them.
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It was the pre-incarnate Jesus.
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He walked with them,
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and he turned the fiery furnace into a paradise.
UL RFSEHAN DDA RN PN

God promised,
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“I will honor those who honor me.
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But those who’ll be ashamed of me, of them I'll
be ashamed before my heavenly Father.”
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And so, my listening friend,
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I want to encourage you today.
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Stand firm.
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This life will soon be over.
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And one day, you’ll stand before the Lord in
heaven.
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And it is my prayer for me and for you,
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that we would hear from the lips of Jesus,
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“Well done, good and faithful servant.

i o RIX X R E - RUDHYMA >

You have been faithful on little, now you can
be faithful on much.”
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Remember this,
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that we will reign and rule in the universe with
our Lord.
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So, it is my prayer for you and for me,
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that we will stand strong,
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and we would not compromise.
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So that we would have the victory.
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And until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessings
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