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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you joined us for this second in the
series of messages entitled, "God Talk."
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One of the most difficult experiences for

parents to experience is when their child is
taunted because he is different.
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In fact, this is the primary reason why so many

parents go to a great length to ensure that their
children fit in.
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They will buy expensive clothes so that the
child does not look different.
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They will pay any amount of money so that the
child is not left out.
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Somehow, we have begun to believe the idea
that different is bad.
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We mistakenly believe that different is
unhealthy, or psychologically damaging, or
undesirable.
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Many people live in slavery today.
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You say, "We have no slavery these days...."
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but the truth is we do.
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We are enslaved to conformity.
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We are enslaved to the latest fads and fashions.
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We are enslaved to what others think of us.
HAth AXTEATE D » WESIRERA]
We are terrified of being different.
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One of the biggest lies that Satan has told us is
that different is bad;

WEHSE RN TR AT S 2
£V NS

yet, different is the name of God.
SR » RV B FELA A - Sh—TE = o

Different is what distinguishes God from
humanity.
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Different is what God wants everyone who
belongs to His Son, Jesus Christ, to be.
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By now, I’'m sure some of you are saying,
"Where did you get ‘different’ as one of the
names of God?"
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In the last message, we saw that God’s

sovereignty is the hub around which all of His
attributes revolve.
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Closely connected to God’s sovereignty is
God’s holiness.
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"Okay," you may say, "but where did you get

‘different’?"
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Oh, I want to answer that question.
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The word "holiness" or "holy" is a misused and
misunderstood word.
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We think of holy, or holiness, in terms of saints
who have accomplished certain things in life.
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People even call religious leaders "holy" people.
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We have even subconsciously graded holiness
on the scale of one to ten.
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Some may score two or three, and others, four
or five;
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and, then, we think of God as a perfect ten on
the scale of holiness.
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We think of God as the perfection of what is
good in people;
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but, when you let God speak for Himself,
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His holiness cannot even be placed in the same
scale as human goodness.
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“There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no
one besides You...” 1 Samuel 2, verse 2.
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Isaiah 40:25 tells us,
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“To whom will you compare Me or who is My
equal?’ says the Holy One.”
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In fact, God’s holiness is totally different from
human goodness.
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Oh, "different." Here is that word again.
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In fact, the Greek word for "holy" is "hagios,"
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and, the root meaning of the word "hagios" is
"different.”
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It can mean "being set apart."”
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It can mean "being set aside."
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It can mean "being transformed;"
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but, above all, when you say, "God is holy," it
means that He is very different.
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He cannot be compared to anything or anyone.
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He cannot be placed, side by side, with
anything or anyone.
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He is totally different,
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and, that is why different is good.
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In fact, God said that He wants His children to
be different, as He is different.
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Listen to 1 Thessalonians 4:3:
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“This is the will of God for you—your
sanctification...”
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Let me rephrase this.
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"For this is the will of God for you, that you
will be different..."
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You say, "Different from what?"
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Different from immoral people.
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The rest of the verse explains it by saying that
we must abstain from immorality.
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God’s holiness means God's difference from
the immorality of the world.
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For God to be different from humanity means
that He is different in His purity.
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He is different in His righteousness.
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He is different in His inability to look upon sin.
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He is unable to ignore sin.
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He has to condemn and judge sin.
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A friend of mine asked me recently,
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"Have you ever thought about what would
happen to humanity if God manifested His
holiness in the world?"
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I said, "Yes. We would have nothing left but
ashes..."
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and that is precisely why the world is enraged
at God’s difference.
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The world wants a god who is like them.

LN SR A= G 1114 e = ORI
They want a god whom they can manipulate.
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They want a god who can endorse their sinful
lifestyle.
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They want a god who is not wholly different,
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and, that is why their rage against the holy God
is reaching a fever pitch;
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and why is that?
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Because God’s holiness—God’s difference—
condemns their guilty consciences.
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Secretly, inside their hearts, they feel God’s
condemnation of their sin,
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and, they think that, by removing Christ and

Christianity, they can remove God’s
condemnation of their sin;
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but the only way to remove God’s

condemnation of sin is through the blood of His
Son, Jesus Christ;
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and, so, my friend, when you obey the will of
God in your life, you become different;
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and, make no mistake about it, different is not
always popular.
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When you behave differently,
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you will lead some to Christ;
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and, at the same time, you will receive the
anger and disgust of others.
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Let me explain how this works in our daily life.
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When you choose to forgive the one who hated
ou,
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you are imitating your Lord;
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and that makes you different.
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86. When you choose not to speak ill of others, or
gossip, or backbite,
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87. you are imitating your Lord;
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88. and that makes you different.
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89. When you say "no" to friends who are doing
the wrong things
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90. and you get taunted in this process,
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91. you are an imitator of your Lord;
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92. and that makes you different.
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93. My listening friend, this difference is far from
being bad. It is God-honoring;
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94. and this way of being different will bring God’s
blessing on your life.
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95. Isaiah, the Prophet, probably was like most
Christians.
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96. He probably was feeling good about what he
was doing for God,;
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97. and, then, God took him into His presence
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98. and He gave him a revelation of Himself;
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99. arevelation of His holiness;
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1. and, when Isaiah came face-to-face with God’s
holiness,
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2. it knocked him on his face.
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Let us read about this experience with Isaiah in
Chapter 6, verses 1 to 8.
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This is a rare and awesome picture of what we
cannot see here on earth.
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This is a picture of what’s going on in Heaven.
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Before the holiness of God, even angels are
awe-struck.
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Angels are bowing down in worship.
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Angels, who are untainted by human sin, stand
in holy fear and reverence of God’s holiness;
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and, when confronted by the holiness of God,
Isaiah fell on his face.
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When Isaiah was confronted by the holiness of
God, he lost all thought of self-importance.
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He fell on his face and said, “I am ruined, for I
am a man of unclean lips and live among
people of unclean lips.”
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My listening friend, let me ask you this:
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does coming before the holiness of God in
worship strike you with an overwhelming sense
of unworthiness and gratitude?
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If not, then, you probably do not know the holy
God.
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In fact, it was Isaiah’s brokenness and
recognition of his impurity before God that
caused the angel to take a burning coal and
place it on his lips;
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and, then, and only then, could Isaiah be
commissioned by God to speak for God.
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The problem with so many of us today is that

we think that, once we become saved, that’s the
end of the matter;
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but that’s not true.
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This would be like having a baby and, then,
saying, "Okay, now that baby is here, we can
leave him alone."
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No.
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The baby has to grow.
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The baby has to learn.
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The baby has to go through stages;
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and, if you are not growing in holiness and
understanding of God’s holiness,
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then, you are missing out on the most important
part of the Christian life.
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Now, I don’t say this with glee. I say that from
personal experience.
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Christians, who stop growing in holiness and
righteousness,
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Christians, who stop trying to be different from
the world,

— P AREHAE 2 HIRIEEGE -

they are like a sealed bottle that is sitting under
a waterfall.
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Not a drop of the mighty volume of water will
ever get inside of them.
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My listening friend, as I conclude, I want to ask
you this:
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are you a sealed bottle, bobbing up and down in
the floods of God’s grace,
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and none of God’s grace is going inside of you?
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Are you so afraid of being holy and different
that you have been going through all the
religious motions and actions falsely?
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Has your sin and your lack of holiness sealed

you so that the grace of God is not able to flow
through your life?
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It is my prayer that, as you comprehend the
holiness of God, you will come to Him.
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I pray that you will come to Him, not with a
condescending attitude.
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I pray that you will come to Him in awe and
humility;
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awe of the One Who made it possible for us to
come to Him;
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awe of the One Who dearly paid for your sin,
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and say to Him,

1y BB Rt #Hl i -

"Lord Jesus, I want to conform to Your image.
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Lord Jesus, I want to live differently from the
world.
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44. Lord Jesus, I want to be holy, just like You are
holy."
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45. Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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