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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in.
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This is the third in a series of messages entitled,
“God Talk;”
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and I want to begin by telling you that the most
frequently asked questions by believers are, as
follows:
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“What is the will of God for my life?”
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“How can I be sure of God’s plan for my life?”
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Everyone wants to read or hear about
discovering God’s will for their life.
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Single people want to know if it is God’s will
for them to marry;
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and, if they should marry, then, whom should
they marry?
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For those who are unhappy in their job, they
want to know, “What is the next move?
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Will it be in town, or, out of town?”
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To those who are considering going to
university, they want to know to which
university does God want them to go.
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For those who may be feeling God’s call to
full-time ministry,
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they want to know when, how and where;
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then, there are some believers who seem to be
in constant turmoil.
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They wonder whether they are in God’s perfect
will or not.
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Many of them go from one advisor to the next.
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Sometimes, they go to as many as ten or twenty
different people.
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They want to be told the will of God for their
lives,
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but they end up with conflicting advice.
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One time, [ was going through an uncertain
time in my life, many years ago,
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and a friend of mine told me about someone
who sees visions.
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This man was supposed to be the mouthpiece of
God.
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He was supposed to be able to tell me what I
should do;
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so, I called him on the phone,
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and, this man told me what he claimed was
God’s will for me;
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but, in reality, he gave me totally false counsel;
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so, be very careful of anyone who tells you that

God told them to tell you something.
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Most often, these people are, either, deluded, or,
want to manipulate you.
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In this series of messages entitled, “God Talk,”
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we have studied, first, the sovereignty of God.
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We saw that God’s sovereignty is the hub
around which all of His attributes revolve;
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then, we saw the holiness of God, upon which
all of our lives should be molded.
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Today, we are going to see the guidance of God,
upon which our decisions should be based.
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First of all, I want to tell you this:
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it is absolutely wrong for someone who truly

wants to obey the Lord to live in turmoil, trying
to discern the will of God.
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Oh, it’s great to want to discern and obey the
will of God.
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It is healthy and admirable and wonderful to
submit to the will of God;
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but it is wrong to get yourself into a spiritual
frenzy trying to discern the will of God.
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It is wrong to constantly run around from

counselor to counselor, trying to find what is
the will of God.
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Living in fear that you will cause your spiritual

ruin by not discerning the will of God is not of
God.
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Let me give you a common scenario among
many believers.
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Say that you have sought the mind of God
about a certain matter in your life
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and you truly want God to lead you;
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and you inwardly want to obey the will of God,
whatever it may be;
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then, when you see an opportunity—an open
door—you will enter that door.
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Sometime later, things may not work out the
way you thought they were going to work out;
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so, you pray for guidance for the next step,
A IREEE SRR T — 2

and, then, suddenly, another door will open;
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and things really work out great for you in this
second door;
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but, when this happens, most people think that
the first door was a mistake, right?

RIHE » RZEMAFSINT » 5 — ks
7o 2 e

No, that’s wrong.
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You did not make a mistake.
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Sometimes, in order for God to get you through
Door Number Two, He first gets you through
Door Number One.
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You may think that Door Number One was a
mistake or a waste of time.
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You may think that Door Number One was a
terrible disaster;
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but that’s wrong thinking.
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If you genuinely wanted to obey the will of
God in your life
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and you made your decision based on
obedience, then, Door Number One was never a
mistake.
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Door Number One was the sovereign God’s
way of taking you to Door Number Two.
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For reasons known only to the sovereign God,

He knew that you could not go through Two
without going through One.
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Now, my listening friend, I want to give you

the secret to knowing the will of God in your
life.
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Do you want to know what it is?
TRREHIE B2 AT 208 2

I’ll give it to you.
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It is your inward willingness to obey the will of
God in your life.
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You say, “How is that a secret?”
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First of all, I want to tell you something of
uttermost importance.
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You cannot develop a willingness to obey
God’s will by reading a book.

TRANBEAUR R B — AR 45 > WL TR e i AR
/IL\ (o}

You cannot develop a willingness to obey
God’s will by listening to a sermon.
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Obeying the will of God cannot be learned
from a conference or a seminar.
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You can only develop that inward willingness

to obey the will of God when you spend time
with God’s Word.
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The secret for knowing the will of God is
inward willingness to obey the will of God,
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and, that only comes from spending time with
Him and His Word.
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Why do I say this?
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Because He’s going to teach you some things.
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He will teach you that where you are right now
is exactly the place where He wants you to be.
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Where you are right now is the will of God.
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There is a Scripture that I hope you can
memorize today.
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I pray that it will enter deeply into your spirit
and into your heart today.

Wy BEIX 1T 2 3CR] DL AR RBRAL » $TE00R
[0 o

It is found in Psalm 25, verse 9.
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“He leads the humble in what is right and
teaches the humble His way.”
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I could give you at least twelve verses from the
Scripture, but this is a powerful one.
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If you allow the Holy Spirit to place this one
verse in your mind and heart,
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it can be the greatest blessing in your life.
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“He leads the humble in what is right and
teaches the humble His way.”
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Another word for “humble” is “obedient;”
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so, if, inwardly, I am willing to obey the will of
God in my life, Whatever it may be,
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then, I will stop doubting;
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Then, I will not waste another moment
doubting whether God will guide me in every
step in my life.
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Listen to what Jesus said in John 7:17:
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“If anyone is willing to do God’s will, he will
have discernment.”
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Jesus, of course, was speaking to the Pharisees,
who did not have the discernment to recognize
Jesus’ authority;
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so, in John 7:17, we are told all we need to
know about discerning the will of God.
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It is that simple.
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All you need is the willingness to do the will of
God;

RER L HHIE A A E 2 205 1

but, my listening friend, do you know what the
problem with most of us is?
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We secretly wish that God would do our will.
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We secretly crave God to bless our plans.
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You know, when I talk to people, here’s what I
hear:
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1. “Ireally, really, really want to know the will of
God in my life...”
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2. solasked, “What is troubling you, then?”
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3. They say, “Well, I want out of my current job,”
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4. or, “I want to marry this particular person,”
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5. or, “I want out of my current situation.”
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6. Isay, “Wait a minute.
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7.  You’ve just told me that you want to know the
will of God in your life ?
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8. They say, “Yes.”
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9. “Then, how do you know that where you are

right now is not the will of God for you?”
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They say, “No, no, no, Dr. Michael, you don’t
understand. I am miserable where I am.”
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I say, “Okay, let me understand this.
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Do you want to know the will of God for your
life, or, do you want God to bless your will?”
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This reminds me of a friend of mine who’s an
architect,
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and, he complained to me that many of his
clients come to him and ask him to design a
house;
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but, in reality, they have already made up their
minds of what design they want.
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All they want from the architect is for him to

approve what they have already planned for
themselves;
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and we do the same thing.
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We ask for wisdom and we ask for guidance;
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but, in reality, many of us only want God to
bless our plans.
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Listen, I have been in many tough situations in
life,
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but I have learned that God is working toward a
purpose for me during those difficult times.
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He teaches me incredible lessons.
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He is instructing me. He is training me. He is
molding me, and He is testing me,
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because God guides us. He does not obey us.
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The sovereign God is in control of us. We are
not in control of Him.
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The sovereign God is moving things in our
lives for His purpose and for our good.
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Of course, there are certain things in the
Scripture that have been settled once and for all,

4K HEEHERE LTSS - 20
i >
and, it is hypocrisy to ask to know the will of

God about these things that He has clearly
explained in the Scripture.
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Let me give you some examples.
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The Bible does not tell you whom to marry;
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but it clearly tells you that you must keep
yourself pure until you marry.
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The Bible may not tell you whether you should
be a doctor, or a lawyer, or a salesman, or an
engineer;
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but it tells you that you cannot be a thief, or any
profession that hurts people.
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Romans 12:1 and 2 tells us
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God’s will is our sanctification.
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Anything that hinders your growing in
sanctification is not the will of God for you.
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Let me give you some questions to ask yourself
when you are facing uncertain situations.
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Number one:
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is this the best way for me to serve the Lord?
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Number two:
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is this consistent with God’s Word?
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Number three:
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will I be able to imitate Christ Jesus?
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Number four:
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do I have the confirmation of a godly Christian
leader?
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Number five:
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has God set a restless spirit within me so as to
prepare me for a change, but His timing is not
yet?
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Number six:
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do I have inner peace toward this matter?
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Number seven:
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has God opened the door wide?

A A NI HEITERIE 2

Whatever you do, my listening friend, do not
forget what I am going to tell you.
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God is a covenant-making God and a covenant-
keeping God.
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If you remain willing to obey His will, He will
redeem what may seem to be like a mistake to
you.
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God can use your mistakes as stepping-stones
to His purpose.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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