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Hello, listening friends.
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We are in the middle of a series entitled, “God
Talk.”
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First, we saw the sovereignty of God.
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The sovereignty of God is the hub around
which all of His attributes revolve.
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Secondly, we studied the holiness of God, upon
which our lives are to be molded.
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Thirdly, we saw the guidance of God as the

rudder, which all of our decisions should follow.
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Today, I want to talk to you about the keeping
power of God, upon which our souls can rest.
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If you believe in Christ and you read the Bible
thoughtfully,
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you will be thrilled and overwhelmed by what
I’'m going to tell you today;
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and it is this:
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salvation is a permanent gift of the grace of
God.
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Salvation cannot be taken away.
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Salvation is for eternity.
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Salvation is not something you get one day and
you lose the next,
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because salvation is a reflection of God’s nature
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and God does not take back what He gives
away.
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My listening friend, listen to me very carefully.
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Today, you may be living a joyless life;
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and, maybe, that’s because you do not
understand the keeping power of God.
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I am aware of the misunderstandings that the
keeping power of God can cause in some
people’s lives.
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Let me tell you about a couple of questions that
I often hear.
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“Will the keeping power of God for the
believer keep me from spiritual dangers?”
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The answer is, “No, on the contrary,
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the spiritual danger is greater, because the Evil
One will be after you with greater vigor;

J&& R A fE S rTREBE R » PR ELRE & SR i
i BT

and, if you are left to yourself, you will be in
trouble;
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but listen to what Jesus said, in John 17,

SR > HRBRIELVEIR T 17 BiX B
‘Father, I ask you to protect them from the Evil
One...’
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so, the danger is greater for the believer, but
God’s keeping power is even greater still.
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The second question that people ask is this:
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“Does the keeping power of God mean that a
believer will never sin?”
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Only in Heaven will that be true;
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but a true believer will immediately repent
when he or she sins,

gamm > —PEIEEFEMA - —BR TR
il 2 S22 1 A TR L -

and, that is the mark of knowing that you are in
Christ Jesus or not.
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Some of you probably are still saying, “Well,

how do I know that God’s keeping power will
sustain me to the end?”
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I’m going to answer this question in a minute,
but first, let me give you an illustration.
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Imagine a couple who want a child and, then,
they get that child;
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but the moment the baby gets home, he starts
screaming non-stop for whatever reason.

MR 4RAMLER U - TEATCHOR
H 5 o

How do you think good parents react?
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Will they say, “This is it. We can’t take that
anymore. We need our sleep and, therefore, we
need to give this baby away?”
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You say, “Wait a minute. No way!...
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but, then, the baby grows up and becomes an
obstinate two year old,
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and, he doesn’t obey the instructions as he
should,
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and, the parents get exasperated.
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What will the parents say?
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“That’s it. We can’t take it anymore. We will
give him away?”
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You say, “No way!...”
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then, comes the dreaded teen years.
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He is a belligerent and opinionated child.
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He thinks he knows everything

BRE Sy e

and the teenager starts getting on his parents’
nerves on a regular basis;
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so, what would the parents say?
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“That’s it. We will throw him out?”
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Most parents would say, “No way!...
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then, the children get older and leave home.
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They don’t call or visit like we want them to.
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What would the parents say?
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“You’re no longer my son or my daughter?”
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You would say, “No way!..
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so, my listening friend, let me ask you this:
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If you and I, as weak, imperfect and often
selfish human beings could never give away
our children, regardless of their failure, how
much greater is the keeping power of the
almighty, loving, caring, gracious, heavenly
Father?
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You and I are saved by the grace of God.
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You say, “Saved from what?”

RIA] = AT TR LA i 2

The answer to this question should tell you
volumes about the keeping power of God.
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The very word “‘salvation” implies that He
saves us from eternal judgment.
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It means that He rescued us from the wrath to
come.
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It means that He pulled us out of a shipwreck,

so that we can be with Him for eternity in
Heaven.
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That’s what salvation is all about;
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s0, how can anyone think that God would save
you, but not take you all the way home?
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This would be like someone who is rescued
from a shipwreck on the ocean and taken into a
luxury yacht,
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and, he is taken into that yacht and he is given a
shower and a hot meal;
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and, then, the yacht captain looks at him and
says, “Now, swim home.”
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You say, “That would be ridiculous.
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When you rescue a lost person, you bring him
all the way home.
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Otherwise, you are not saving him at all...”
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and I agree with you.
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Let me give you four things to assure us of
God’s keeping power.
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Number one,
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God’s keeping power is based on His promises.
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Secondly,
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God’s keeping power is guaranteed by His love.
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Thirdly,
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God’s keeping power is sustained by Jesus’
continuous intercession.
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Fourthly,
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God’s keeping power is maintained by the
indwelling Holy Spirit.
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Let’s look at these very quickly.
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First, the keeping power of God is based on His
promises.
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In John 6:37 to 39, Jesus said...
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Jesus is saying, “...No. Never. I will never
lose a single one that the Father has given me.”
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In John 10:27 and 29, Jesus said...
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My listening friend, let me give you a
confession.
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When I was taught the meaning of these words
for the first time in my life, I wept
uncontrollably.
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I was not crying out of sadness. I was crying
out of happiness.
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No one can snatch me out of Jesus’ hand,
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and, no one can snatch me out of the Father’s
hand.
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Do you notice the double security lock?
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First you’ve got the Father’s hand; then, you’ve
got the Son’s hand.
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God’s keeping power is based on His promises.
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Secondly, God’s keeping power is guaranteed
by His love.
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His love is unchangeable.
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God’s love is eternal and constant,
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and that is why John 13:1 says,
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“Having loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end.”
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He does not love us only part of the time.
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He does not love us only half of the time.

S BAT T 2= AN 22 F i

He does not only love us when we are good and
successful.
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No, His love is constant and eternal.
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Jesus’ death and resurrection were the ultimate
proof of His unchanging, unending, undying,
unaffected love.
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Jesus’ death and resurrection have permanently
and completely erased our sins.
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Listen to Hebrews 10:17.
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“Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no
more.”
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God’s keeping power is based on His promise.
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God’s keeping power is guaranteed by His love.
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Thirdly, God’s keeping power is sustained by
Jesus’ constant intercession.
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The Bible does not say that Jesus is forever
before the Father making excuses for our sins.

ELH A BRER— B AT AT R
IR R FEE A& FliE LA ER Y -



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

No, no, no, no.

H e

The Bible does not say that Jesus is forever
begging the Father to forgive us.
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No.
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Here’s what the Bible does say.
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Jesus is forever presenting His own blood
before His Father’s throne as the only remedy
for the condemnation of sin.
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Listen to 1 John 2:1.
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“If any man sin, we the believers have One who
speaks to the Father in our defense; Jesus Christ
the Righteous One.”
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God’s keeping power is based on His promises.
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God’s keeping power is guaranteed by His love.
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God’s keeping power is sustained by Jesus’
constant intercession.
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Fourthly, God’s keeping power is nurtured by
the indwelling Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit of God lives inside of every
believer,
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and, the Holy Spirit constantly affirms the
Word of God for us.
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Now, you and I know that believers in Christ
may grieve the Holy Spirit.
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Believers in Christ may quench the Holy Spirit.
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Believers in Christ may even resist the Holy
Spirit;
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but the Holy Spirit does not permanently leave
the quenching, grieving, resisting believer.
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The Holy Spirit is God’s gift and God does not
take His gift away from us.
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Oh, my listening friends, please don’t
misunderstand me.
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We bring pain and misery upon ourselves when
we grieve the Holy Spirit,
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but He will be there waiting for us to repent.

H > fi—EEFREA ST w1

In foolishness, we may try to silence His voice
of conviction,
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but He just waits and waits and waits until we

come back to our senses in repentance and
remorse.
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My listening friend, let me ask you this:
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have you grieved the Holy Spirit?
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Are you quenching the Holy Spirit right now?
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He is waiting for you to repent.
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Will you turn to Him?
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Will you ask for forgiveness?
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He is willing to renew the Spirit within you.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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