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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in.
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If you are listening for the first time today,
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this is the last in a short series of messages
called, “God Talk.”
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First, we saw the sovereignty of God, the hub
around which all of His attributes revolve.
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Secondly, we saw the holiness of God as the
model for our lives.
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Thirdly, we saw the guidance of God as the
rudder by which our decisions are made.
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Fourthly, we saw the keeping power of God as
the promise upon which our souls rest.
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Fifthly, we saw the love of God upon which our
identity is established.
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Today, I want to talk to you about the
commissioning of God as our only call.
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If there is one thing that distinguishes biblical
faith, it is this:
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that our God is a caring God,
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that our God reaches out to us,
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that our God is a seeking God,
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that our God is a pursuing God.
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While there are many millions of people who
are trying to reach out to God,
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in biblical Christianity, God is the One who
reaches down to us.
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From the very beginning, God chose to reach
out to humanity through human voices.
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From the very beginning, God chose to use
flawed human beings to call out and invite
others.
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I’m sure you probably thought of this, as I have
thought about it also.
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If I were God, I would most assuredly have
done it some other way.
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If I were God, I would not have delegated this
most important task to flawed human beings;
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but, praise God, I am not God.
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Let us try to understand the depth of Jesus’
commission to us to be His witness in the world.
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First, we must understand the historical account
of God’s longing desire for His people to be
His witnesses.
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Only then will we understand how God’s
people have disappointed Him again and again.
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Do you know what a commission is?
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A commission is simply a task that has been
assigned to someone by another person.
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When Christians talk about the “Great
Commission,” we are referring to Jesus’
commissioning of the 500 believers after the
resurrection
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Let us read it, in Matthew 28:18 to 20;
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but here is what I want to tell you:
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God’s commission for His disciples did not
begin in Matthew 28.
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God’s commission for His children to make
Him known began in Genesis 12.
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When God revealed Himself to Abraham, He
revealed to him His plan for the world.
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What was God’s plan?
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God’s plan was that Abraham and his
descendents would be God’s witnesses in the
world.
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They were to be the spokesmen of God in the
world.
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They were to make God known to the people of
the nations.
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Let’s look at it in Genesis 12:3.
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God said, “I will bless those who bless you and

whoever curses you, I will curse; and all
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
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What does God mean by “blessing the nations”
through Abraham?
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He means that the nations are going to hear
about the God of Abraham from Abraham and
his descendents
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and, the nations will believe in God and be
blessed.
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Abraham and his descendents were
commissioned by God to make Yahweh known
to the nations.
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God ordered Abraham and his descendents to
tell their neighbors about God
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so that others could believe in Him and be
blessed.
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That is God’s plan for the world;
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but history shows us that Abraham’s
descendents failed miserably.
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They became inward-looking.
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They became enamored with themselves.
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They were proud of their association with God
and did not want anyone else to join in.
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Selfishly, they kept the message to themselves;
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and the best examples of this inward-looking
refusal to obey God’s commission is found in
the Book of Jonah.
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Poor Jonah—he thought that he could ignore
God’s commission and escape punishment;
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and, throughout the Old Testament history, God
gave His children victory after victory,

BRIHL) Z LA S RHEAT] s Wiy + K
WS TR A

blessing after blessing,
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warning after warning,
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one prodding after another;

— IR — B AR AT 3

and, finally, about 700 years before Christ,
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the Prophets began to prophesy that God’s
children had failed in their commission
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and that God was about to reveal the rest of His
plan --
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that God was going to send His Son from the
descendents of Abraham
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and that His Son would make Him known to
the nations of the world;
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and that is why you find the following
comparison in the Gospel of Matthew:
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the nation of Abraham is God’s disobedient son
and Jesus Christ is God’s obedient Son.
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My listening friends, I don’t want you to miss
this point, because history repeats itself,
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and, that is why Jesus repeatedly spoke to the
Disciples about their witnessing.
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He did not want them to fall into the old sin of
keeping their mouths and their hearts shut.

HAEAREMITEAZ LS N - EELE
SIAFTRRIFEE -

The most common misconception by most
believers is this:
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they think that the task of witnessing and
making Christ known is intended only for
professional evangelists and preachers.
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Now, let me tell you something of uttermost
importance to contradict this.
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When Jesus pronounced his commission to the
500 at the Mount of Olives,
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none of them were professional priests.
Hgd — 2 T BERm -

None of them occupied a prominent place in
the House of Worship.
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None of them had degrees in philosophy or
theologys;
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but Jesus said to them, “I’m going to be with
you, and that’s enough.”
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Listen carefully, my listening friend.
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Throughout church history, we see examples of
how God’s people ignore His commission,
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and, each time they ignore His commission,
God’s spirit of witnessing moved on.
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In the Book of Acts, the disciples got too
comfortable at home;
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and, so, the Lord sent persecution to force them
out of their city.
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He wanted them to leave home and take the
Gospel to those who had never heard it;
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and, if you study church history, you will see
the pattern emerges.
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Let me go through history with you very
quickly.
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Jerusalem was the center of witnessing;
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but, when they became inward-looking, God
sent persecution to remind them of their duty;
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and, when they stopped witnessing, the center
shifted to Antioch;
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and, when the church of Antioch failed to
spread the Gospel,
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the center of Christian witnessing shifted to
Seypt:

& & LR BR S 2%

and the center of Christian witnessing remained
in Alexandria, Egypt, for 200 years.
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When they lost their zeal, the center of
witnessing moved to Rome;
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and, then, the center of witnessing and
missionary zeal shifted to England;
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and, from England, the Gospel echoed not only
throughout the land, but also around the world;
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and some of them crossed the ocean to the New
World for one purpose—that is witnessing for
Christ;
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and, when the British forfeited their
commission, the center shifted to North
America;
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and, now, it is moving to Korea and other Asian
countries;
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but the question is this, my listening friend:
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will you open your heart, and mouth, and
pocketbook,
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or, will you turn inward and become absorbed
with your own concerns and problems?
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Will you become a witness and do the work
that God has called you to do?
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I know what some of you are thinking.
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Some of you probably are saying, “This
message is not for me.
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This message is for Christian leaders.
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I’m only a student.
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I’'m only a layman...”
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and some of you are saying, “But I’'m only one
person. What can [ do?”

WAEAZW - B ABET R - B8
T ERE 27

Let me give you two examples to answer your
questions.
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Andrew, the Disciple of Jesus, was one person.
LG HRERAY B2 — ©

He brought Simon Peter to Jesus.
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Simon Peter was just one person;
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but Simon Peter led 3,000 people to the Lord
just in one day.
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Ezra Kimball was a Sunday school teacher, not
a preacher or an evangelist.
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He was just one man.
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He brought one boy to the Lord.
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This one boy was a young, lowly shoe salesman;
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but that young man, D. L. Moody, won
thousands of people to faith in Christ.
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You say, “What difference will it make if I tell
one person about my faith?”
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One person can be used of God to become a
great power for God.
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Listen carefully, my listening friend, as I
conclude.
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Don’t underestimate what one person can do
with the power of God.
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Do not doubt what God can do with one person.
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God is a commissioning God and He has
commissioned us.
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He has called us.
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Will you respond to His call?

(% PR [ JS 1 g e £ Ry 2

It is my prayer that you say “yes” to Jesus.
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Until next time, I wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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