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Hello, listening friends.
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It is always the desire of our hearts that this
program will bring a blessing to you and yours
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and we have been looking together at how we
can conquer fear and have freedom from fear;

Bl Bl T— R RAR T EME R E - /15T
HIEH -
and, in the last broadcast, we learned about th

first step that Thomas had to take to be
liberated from fear.
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Do you remember what it is?
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He had to accept the invitation that Jesus Chri
gave him;
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and, today, we are going to look at the second
step;
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and the second step was for Thomas to see h
his fears of doom and gloom were baseless.
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They were groundless.
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They were unnecessary,

R A LEHY

and they were untrue.
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Let me review with you again, by looking at
John, Chapter 11.
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Jesus was in the north, in the Galilee area.
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In this area, there was a revival and people
were responding to Jesus’ ministry.
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There was acceptance of Jesus and His

Disciples.
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It was great!
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Most of the opposition to the Lord Jesus came
from the religious leaders and they lived around
Jerusalem in the south;
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so, Jesus had had great success in the Galilee
area in the north
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and the Disciples were so happy.
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They never wanted to go back to the south
again;
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. but they did not realize that Jesus has to go to

the cross,
B 1A B IR B HR R0 58 -

and the cross was in Jerusalem, right there in
the south.
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In the midst of this ministry, Jesus received the
news about Lazarus’ death.
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Jesus loved Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary
and Martha;
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but there was one problem beyond the bad
news of Lazarus’ death.
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Lazarus lived in Bethany.
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Bethany is near Jerusalem.
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Jerusalem was where the opposition to Jesus
was in its fiercest.
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This was a dilemma.
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If they went to Bethany,
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trouble could really escalate, and the ministry
would be over.
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They wanted to kill Jesus and His Disciples.
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Now, | want you imagine fearful Thomas, whef
he heard Jesus to be saying, “We are going to
Bethany...,”
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fear took over Thomas.
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If you have a Bible, look at John 11:8.
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Even the less fearful Disciples said to Jesus,
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“Lord, the Jews wanted to stone You, and
You are going back there?”
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What they were really saying is this:
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"You are not going to take us there."
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They were only worried about themselves;
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but, poor old Thomas, he heard that news and
he got very agitated.
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All of his irrational fears began to possess him
from head to toe.
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Thomas heard the news that Lazarus was dead,

and, that they were going back to the eye of the
storm, and he became fear stricken.
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Not only that,
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but his fear gave way to discouragement
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and to an emotional depression.
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This is how he reasoned this thing out.
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Listen, and see if you can identify with Thomas.
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Because fear is irrational, therefore, it twists th
facts.
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Fact number one:

L

Lazarus is dead.
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Fact number two:
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we are going back to Bethany which is our
enemy’s territory.
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Conclusion:
i

VIR o SR AL BIRE - A

L2 Bl o

we are as good as dead.
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Listen to what Thomas said to Jesus in 11:16 of
the Gospel of John:
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"Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow
disciples,
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'Let’s go, that we may die with Him."™
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My dear friend, | want to ask you a very
important question.
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How many times have you allowed your fears
to allow you to jump to such erroneous and
ridiculous conclusions?
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How many times have you permitted your fear,
to walk you straight into emotional depression
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Oh, poor old Thomas.
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He was probably saying to himself,
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“Oh, boy, | knew it!
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| knew it was just too good to be true.
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A Messiah Who is going to deliver us?
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And | believed that!?
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We are as good as dead.
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Oh, man, | had bad feelings about this whole
thing....”
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and | try to imagine Thomas, standing there in

front of the crowd, when Jesus got Lazarus ouf

of the tomb.
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The Bible said, “Jesus wept.”
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When he saw Jesus weeping, | can imagine
how his fears really got the best of him.
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He probably thought, “Oh, if He is crying, He
must know something that | don’t know.
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Oh, this must be the end....”
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and, then, Jesus asked the people to remove the
stone;
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and he called “Lazarus,” with a loud voice,
“Come out of the grave...”
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and Lazarus came out of the grave;
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and there is Thomas, standing there, seeing
with his own eyes, a dead man walking;
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and his fears began to deflate like a pin-pricked
balloon;
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and said to himself, “I fell for it again...”
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but raising Lazarus from the dead was only the
second step in Thomas’ learning to live a fear-
free life.
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There is a third stage,
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and it is found in John, Chapter 14.
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Jesus was telling His Disciples that He was
about to go to the cross.
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He had been trying to tell them this for three
and a half years,
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but they were not listening.
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Now, He is trying to tell them the facts that He
would be crucified and die,
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but they should not be fearful.
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They should not be afraid, because He will rise
again,
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90. that He is going to meet them again; 8. and itis by coming to God the Father through
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crucifixion. 9. There is only one Way to escape from the
SR » % — L— 2 AR 728 o natural judgment that is coming upon the world,
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93. He immediately interrupted the Lord Jesus and 10. and that is repentancg and.acceptance of Jesus
said, death upon the cross; that it was for you.
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94. “We don't know the way. 11 There is onlv one Wa
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95. If we can't see You, how can we meet You .
there?” 12. Itisn’t how good you are,
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Thomas another step further into the joy of a WATETIRS 2127
fear-free life. 14. or, how generous you are,
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15. or, how moral and upright you are.
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Thomas. ; i
e 18. Itis not how good you are perceived by people
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3. What is Jesus saying to you today? 21. Jesus said,
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4. There is only one Way to Heaven. 22. “lam the Way.”
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5. There i/S no short cut. 23. By coming to God the Father, acknowledging
wEHERT - that only through Jesus’ death and resurrection
6. There is no second way. can you be accepted by Him.
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7. There is only one Way to be saved from eterna

judgment in Hell, 24. Only that way can you escape Gﬁd’s judgment;
HH — SR EBRENS LEIR SRR MBI K PR R TR ST - HURIXGR S » A RELLIIGE B HA



25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

but, then, there was a final step that turned the
tide and gave Thomas a true and complete
triumph over his fears and pessimism.
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Let us look at it.
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When Thomas finally saw Jesus crucified on
the cross,
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and, then, he was dead and buried,
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you can only imagine that his fears took
complete control of him,
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even though he had been taking some small
steps to overcome and defeat fear.
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Even though he had been taking small steps t
trust in God and His promises,
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now, all that Thomas could imagine was Jesus
is dead.
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Fear began to penetrate his deepest emotions.
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Thomas’ fears were allowed to run rampant in
his life.
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Whenever you allow fear to run rampant in
your life, you will get depressed,
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and you won’'t want to get out of bed in the
morning.
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When you allow fear to run rampant in your life,
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you won'’t want to see anyone,
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or, talk to anyone,
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or, even hear the Good News.
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After the crucifixion,
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Thomas probably went home
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and pulled the blinds down
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and got into bed
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and put the bed covers over his face
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and pretended to be dead.
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When all other Disciples were gathered
together, commiserating with each other,
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depressed Thomas was missing.
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He was alone, being oppressed by the demon
called "fear."
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When the resurrected Christ came to the
Disciples that first day of the week, Thomas
was not there.
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Thomas was away, trying to check out of this
world.
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Even when the other Disciples told him that
they saw the Lord, and that the Lord is risen,
Thomas’ fear put him in a mode of total distrust.
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He refused to believe the Good News.
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Ah, but watch how Jesus dealt with him.
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Lovingly, Jesus appeared to him.
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Don't you just get overwhelmed by the love
and the compassion of the Lord Jesus?
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| do.
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| get overwhelmed by His grace.
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Lovingly, Jesus appeared to Thomas and gent
took him through this one last and final stage
freedom from fear.
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Jesus gently told him,
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“Touch the marks of the nails in My hands
and feet.
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It's Me, Thomas...”
and, at that point, Thomas cried out.
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That means he yelled out.
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“My Lord and my God!”
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Thomas saw the raising of Lazarus from the
dead,
% HE S| T Hiis L BT
but that did not take away his fears.
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Thomas saw the raising of the son of the wido
of Nain from the dead,
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but that did not eliminate his fears.
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Thomas saw Jesus raising the daughter of Jai
from the dead,
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but that did not relieve his fears;
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however,
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seeing the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ gave
him the ultimate victory over the fear which
had haunted him all of his life,
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and the cry of confession was, “My Lord and
my God.”
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This was a cry of deliverance from that fear.
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It was a cry of victory over fear.
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It was a cry of liberation from fear.
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It was a cry of saying "good-bye" to fear and
pessimism.
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It was a cry of saying "good-bye" to doubt and
distrust.
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It was a cry of saying "good-bye" to cynicism
and negative emotions.
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Later on, Thomas died a martyr's death in the
country of India.
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Because of his victory over fear,
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and having the courage that the Lord Jesus
Christ gave him,
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Thomas touched that entire nation and
impacted India for Christ.
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His impact is still felt today, hundreds of years
later, in the life of the church of Martoma.
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Far from the pagan European concept of the
gods who want you miserable,
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that’s causing you to have to knock on wood to
get rid of the gods,
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these gods are nothing but demon spirits that
they want you to be miserable.
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In contrast to them, our Lord Jesus Christ wanls 5.
us joyful,
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liberated,
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delivered,
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free and victorious over fear.
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Does that mean that fear will not come
knocking on your door?
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No!
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That’s not what | am saying.
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| am saying that God can give you the power
and the victory; so that, whenever fear comes
your way, you will be able to have victory over
it.
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If you are a person whose past, whatever it may

be, is being used by the spirit of fear to try to
make you live a fearful life,
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you can be delivered, like Thomas, when you
cry, saying, “My Lord and my God.”
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Will you do that, as we pray together?
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Heavenly Father,
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we thank You for the victory of Jesus.
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We thank You that the victory over fear is ours.
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Now, we ask for that victory to be ours,
individually.
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We repent of past sins,
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and we ask for Your forgiveness.
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We cry to You, “My Lord and my God,
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Jesus Christ.”
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Amen.
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