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Hello, listening friends.
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| am praying that these messages have been
used by God to bless your life.
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If you have been listening to us systematically

you know that we are in the midst of a series @
messages on conquering fear;
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and we left you the last time hanging in midair
as it were.
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| told you to tune in to this broadcast to hear th

rest of the story of how God dealt with Peter’s
hidden fears.
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When Jesus walked on the water to get to the
Disciples,
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they become more frightened when they saw
Him;
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so, the first thing He did was to tell them not td
be afraid.
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Peter, who at least had more of an initiative
than the others, said to Jesus,

1T - /0L EAM 14 B E B - ftioe BRER
i

“Lord, if that is You, bid me to walk on the
water.”
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Now, many people belittle and despise Peter in
this passage.
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| do not do that.
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| give Peter his due.
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While the others sat back and did nothing, he
got up and tried to walk on the water.
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Please listen to me very carefully.
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At the point of your courage and strength,
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God wants you to confront your fears;
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and Jesus commanded Peter to come,
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and he got up out of the boat and began to take
some steps.
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Matthew 14:30 says,
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“...then, he saw the wind and he was afraid.”
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Please listen carefully.
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Many people say, "Oh, Peter took his eyes off

the Lord..."
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but the real key word, here, is "wind."
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Why was Peter afraid of the wind?
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He was walking on water.
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He should have been afraid of water.
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The wind was not going to drown him.
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The water was going to drown him;
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but he wasn't afraid of the water.
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He was afraid of the wind.
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Under normal conditions, he should have beer
afraid of the water and the waves.
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Please don’t miss this point | am going to tell
you.
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The characteristic of the person who drives hig

or her fears underground is something like thig.
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They strike out on great enterprise.
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They come up with profound statements.
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They probably take some strong stands.
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They could walk on water,
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but they get tripped by trivialities.

{E2 A T — LB R/ N F R At AT ] -
Why?
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Because they are living in denial of their fears.
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Peter, who was out of touch with his own fearg,

needed to confront his fear;
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not gloss over it.
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Jesus was not going to let him get away witho
dealing with it and facing it.
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How many people are like Peter?
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They have great initiative,
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great intentions,
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begin well and good,;
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but, then, they get tripped up by some
trivialities.

EARAG » B — e BiREry /N
Why?
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Because they never confront their fears.
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Now, often the consequences are that they stop
half-way.
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They never succeed at anything.
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They never reach their goals.

filf IR BH B AT H R o

They always settle for second-best.
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They program themselves for failure.
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As a consequence of this characteristic,
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Peter feared the wind, not the water;
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and began to sink.
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Jesus reached over to him and pulled him up;
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but, then, He let him confront his fears by
saying,
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“You man of little faith.
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Why did you doubt?”
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Jesus confronted Peter as an individual.
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There was a total disappointment, but that was
part of the lesson.
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Sometimes, | imagine Peter was probably
saying to himself,
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“Oh, I'm not as brave and courageous as I'm
trying to appear to be.
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Fear is entrenched deep within me, that | am
refusing to acknowledge it.”
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Please listen to me very carefully, because |
want to tell you something very important.
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| have learned, and continue to learn,
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that it is only when | am weak that God is
strong.
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If I declare that | am strong in this area or that
area,

MRBER » XA EE A2 RAY5R I -
that is the area I'm going to get tempted in;
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but, when | acknowledge my weaknesses,
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I’'m inviting my heavenly Father to strengthen
me on all fronts.
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Any strength that | have is not mine.
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It is God’s strength,
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for | have no strength whatsoever.
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In confronting his fears, Peter had to go throug
much more devastating experiences than the
water and the wind,
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so that he can be awakened to face his false
confidence.
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| am sure he wished he never had to go through
these experiences.
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It took a crushing experience for Peter to
become aware of the depth of his deficiency in
faith.
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Let’s look at that experience.
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At the eve of the crucifixion,
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Peter was boasting about how he would follow
his Master, even to death.
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Oh, he boasted and he talked big.
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Sure, he had learned one lesson on the water;
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but he did not learn the full lesson yet.
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Jesus tried to talk to him, but he was not
listening.
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Have you known people like that?
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You talk to them and you talk to them and you
talk to them, but you know they are not
listening.
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Jesus tried to tell him that he would actually
deny Him three times,
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but Peter was not listening.
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He had to confront his fears in a painful way.
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Jesus took the Disciples from the Upper Room,

through the valley of Kidron, to the Garden of
Gethsemane.
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3. The temptation was fear,
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There, Jesus told them to watch and pray so
that they would not fall into temptation.
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What do you think the greatest temptation was
at that time?
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but Peter had not come to that point of
admission yet.
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Fear was far from his mind;
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so, he and the others went to sleep;
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therefore, Peter entered into the events of Goq
Friday totally unprepared.
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There are so many of us who refuse to be
spiritually prepared for temptation.
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Peter was brave and daring to enter into the
very courtyard of his enemy where his Master
stood trial,
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but he wasn't brave enough to see it through.
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Why?
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Because human bravery is elementary at best
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Human bravery will take you the first step and,
maybe, the second step; but that's where it
leaves you.
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Peter's hidden fears took over,
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and, halfway through, he stumbled.
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Refusing to acknowledge your fear will cause
you to buckle under trivialities.
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Notice, in the situation with Peter, here,
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it wasn't the threat of the vicious high priest,
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it wasn'’t the sword of the Roman soldiers, that
tripped Peter;
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but it was the lowly, slave girl that caused him
to stumble.
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Just like it wasn't the water and the waves that
finally undid Peter, but the wind,
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the same way, here, the little pink tongue of the

little slave girl unleashed a force of fear of
hurricane proportion.
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That little tongue brought a total force that was
greater than the storm and the wind,
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and it caused Peter to cave in;
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so, he cursed and swore to affirm his total
denial, or any knowledge, of his beloved
Master.
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Not once,
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not twice,
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but three times.
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Read Matthew 26,
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verses 69 to 75;
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but | don’t want to dwell there.
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| want to go on to say, thank God, that Peter
was not a total failure,
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because he came to the point in his life, after

the resurrection, when he realized that there ig
victory in Jesus.
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There is victory in confronting your fears.
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There is victory in confessing your fears.
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There is victory in repentance.
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There is victory in cleansing,
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and there is victory in restoration.
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With this crushing defeat, Peter had to identify
and confront his fears;
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and that is why you see Peter, in the Book of
Acts, as a different Peter.
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Later on, after the resurrection, in John 21:1 tg
19,
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Jesus was preparing food for them on the beg
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He singled out Peter,
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just as He singled out Thomas in the upper
room;

B S TR0 5

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

4.

55.

56.

S57.

58.

59.

ch

60.

and, on the beach, Jesus confronted Peter and
said to him,

TER > BRERE AT Rt

“Peter, do you love Me more than these?”
“PefF o IRE X L 2 7

There is a debate on what the word "these"
means.
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Does it refer to the Disciples, or, refer to the
nets and the fishes in the boats;
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but it really doesn’t really matter, does it?
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"Do you love Me more that anything else?
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Do you love Me more than anybody else?
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Do you love Me more than anything else in life?
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Do you really love Me, Peter, more than your
money?
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Do you love Me, Peter, more than who you are?
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Do you love Me, Peter, more than your
possessions?
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Do you love Me, Peter, more than your titles?"
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and | hear the Lord to be asking us the same
guestions.
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“Do you love Me more than these?”
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Ultimately, Peter put his head down and he said,
“Lord, You know everything.”
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You see, his fears, now, were out in the open
for all to see.
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That mask, that had been covering up his
hidden fears, whether it was conscious or
unconscious, fell down.
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After that happened, he could say, in Acts 2:3(
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“Let all Israel be assured of this;
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God has made this Jesus, Whom you crucified
both Lord and Christ.”
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Let me get personal with you, as | bring this
message to conclusion.
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You may be denying your fears.
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You may be trying to project a false image.
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You may be pretending to be someone that yg
are not.
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You can do one of three things;
A =R ATLUE |

but only one will ensure victory,
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or, you can continue to repress your fears.
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You can continue to transfer your fears,
blaming their causes on this or that or the othe
thing;
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or, you can confront your fears, confess them
and let Jesus give you the victory.
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Let us do this, as we pray together.
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Heavenly Father,
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we acknowledge our weakness.
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We acknowledge our fears.
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We ask You to take our fears and replace it
with faith,
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that we may boldly proclaim the message of
Jesus Christ
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without fear,
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with courage
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and with love.
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In His name | pray,
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Amen."
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