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Hello, listening friends.
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Today, we are going to commence a new Serig
of messages.
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We are calling this series of messages, "Twel\
Steps for Growing Up,"
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and it comes directly from the Epistle of James;
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and, today, | will only introduce the subject to
you.
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| want to begin by telling you a family story.
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No matter who you are, or what you are, or
how old you are, whenever you return to your

hometown, you are looked upon as that little
boy that they knew,
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especially if you are the youngest brother in a
large family.
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To them, you are still the little boy who used tg
get into trouble, or fighting with older siblings;
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the little boy who said things that he shouldn’t

have said and did things that he shouldn’t hav
done.
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No matter how successful you become, they
still treat you the way they used to.
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They want to tell you what to eat or where to go
and who to see.
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Now, this gives us a whole new insight into the

Epistle of James, who was the Lord Jesus’ half-
brother.
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We will be spending several messages looking
into this magnificent Epistle.
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To understand James’ Epistle, you must

understand how it feels growing up in a home
where Jesus is your older brother.
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Jesus was perfect.
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He could do no wrong.

R A S ILEE R

My big brothers thought that they were perfect,
but they were not, really.
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In Jesus’ home, nothing was ever Jesus’ fault.
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James must have done every bad thing.
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No doubt, James saw how different Jesus was.
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It would be wonderful to think that James
believed in his brother right away;
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yet, John 7:5 tells us that not even his brotherg

were believing in Him;
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but, one day, all of that changed.
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A cruel crucifixion silenced Jesus,
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but the grave could not contain Him;
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and, on the third day, He got up out of the gra
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and, for forty days, He appeared in person to
hundreds of eyewitnesses. Among them was
his half-brother, James.
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1 Corinthians 15:7 tells us of an encounter
between James and Jesus.
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The Bible does not tell us about the content of
this meeting;
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yet, we know enough to know that James was
changed man afterward.
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He was no longer cynical or skeptical.
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He was no longer critical or unbelieving.
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According to Galatians 2:9, he became a pillar
of the church in Jerusalem.
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He totally embraced Jesus.

i 5 e shazah 7 BRER

He gave Jesus his all, including his very life;
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for tradition tells us that James died a martyr
for the cause of Christ.
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First, he was shoved off the pinnacle of the
Temple;
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then, he was stoned,
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and, finally, when he still showed sign of life,
he was beheaded,;
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but, thank God, before he died, the Holy Spirit
used him to write this great Epistle which bears
his name,
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and he was writing this Epistle to Christians
who are facing tough times.
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These Christians were going through trials and
testing.
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James’ purpose was to help them mature in the
faith through the trials;

MEEEWER » g2 25t EdE.0
WA LR » BERCAGECSE

so, he writes in James 1:1, saying, “James,
bondservant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
To the twelve tribes—those in dispersion—be
rejoicing.”
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Many companies display their corporate logo
on their seal or on their letterhead.
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"Bondslave" is James’ seal.
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This was his title.
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This is his credential.
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He is confessing publicly that he is the property
of another.
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| want to pause here for a moment to tell you
something--
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James had spent more time with Jesus than
most people over thirty years in family life.
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Wouldn't you think that it would be impressive
to the new believers that James would display
these credentials?
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People are often impressed by who you know,
not what you know;
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and James could have played on this intimate
knowledge of Jesus.
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He could have emphasized his family

relationship to Jesus and amazed his audienct

but he didn’t.
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He introduced himself as James, a bondslave
God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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If I was writing this letter and trying to get the
attention of my readers, who might not know
who exactly | was, | would have emphasized

my half-brother relationship with Jesus to the
fullest.
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| would want the readers to know that | am,
spiritually speaking, a very important person.
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| wouldn’t want anyone to be asking, "James
who?"
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| would have emphasized the family connectio
for all its worth;
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but, no, the one who gets the prominence is n
James, but the Lord Jesus.
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James gives Jesus the full messianic title, "the
Lord Jesus Christ,"
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as if to say, "As for me, James, | am a
bondslave of him."
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What does that mean?
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The slave has no choice but to obey his master.
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"Oh, yes, that's me—James."
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The slave only does the will of the master.
PUR HRER ST EARER -

"Yes, that's me—James."
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The slave must give total submission and
control of his life to his master;
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and James is saying, "That's me—James."
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The slave must not equivocate or have divided

allegiance or mixed loyalty or look out for his
own interests.
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"Yes, that's me—James—bondslave of the
Lord Jesus Christ."
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The fact that James affirms the divinity of the
Lord Jesus Christ is a tremendous thing here.

HSE s FE SRR BTN S HRER LBk
XE— R AR E R HE

Think about it.
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No one knows your weaknesses and your

shortcomings better than a member of your
family,
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yet James recognizes that his half-brother is no
other than God incarnate;
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and that is why he goes on in verse 2 and 3 ai
says, “Deem it pure joy, my brethren, whenevg
you fall into various kinds of trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith is producing
endurance.”
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Let me ask you a question--
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How do you respond when the hurt is so real t
you?
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How do you respond when the walls close in d
you?
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James starts his letter by telling us how to
respond.
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For some, his words are bitter medicine and
very hard to swallow.
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His words run contrary to what we think we
really want.
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Trials in life, for the unbeliever, often come to
nudge them to turn to God.
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For the believer, trials are God’s way of helpin
you to grow up.
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| often say that trials don’t have to be your
undertaker. They can be your teacher.
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James said we are to consider it pure joy
whenever we fall into various trials.
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Not if we fall into trials, but whenever we fall
into trials.
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How you react to your trials should distinguish
between the believers and the unbelievers;
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and James is writing to people who are really
facing bad times here,

X H > &S (E R I B LTI E
Ao

and he’s saying to them that, despite of that,
you must count it joy.

flisd - T dnf - fREEER

. What is he suggesting?
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Does he mean that | would put on a big smile
on my face and show everyone how spiritual |
am by holding back tears?
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Does it mean that | exclaim cheerfully, "Oh,
good. Now, I lost my job!"
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or, "l had a heart attack and I'm very happy
about it."
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No, no, no, no. He’s not saying that at all.
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God does not want us to display a hypocritical,
happy face.
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God does not want us to put on a mask,
disguising our hurts.
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God is not looking for steel-clad saints who
refuse to feel, who deny their sorrows, or who
never own up to their struggles;
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but He is looking for us to reach the point in

our walk with Him where we can have un-
fluttered hearts in the midst of tragedy.
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We can have peace in the midst of uncertainty.

EREBIEHEINRPEFZ

We can have calm assurance in the midst of
disaster and loss.
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The joy that James is talking about is not your
show of phony bravado or fake happiness;
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but, rather, it is the right attitude of a heart of

contentment and honest submission to the
Father’s plan.
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In the next broadcast, | want to tell you about

the secret code that will unlock the peace of
God in the midst of trial;
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and that is why | want to urge you to tune in

and listen to the next program, because it's very
important.
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Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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