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Hello, listening friends.
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| am glad you tuned in for this second and mo;s
important part of the series from the Book of
James.

RE>% o (REEIT XA HE » SREHREF
EARINEBHE i hEXEHhRE
BE
We've been talking about twelve steps for
growing up.
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| often talk with Christians who feel that God
has abandoned them.
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Of course, to say that is to deny God’s
sovereign power.
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To say that is to deny God’s absolute control
over our lives and over the world;
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but the question still persists.
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Why does God allow suffering to the believer?
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Could He not stop it?
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Why do bad things happen to good people?
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The ultimate answer is that God knows what
He’s doing.
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The sovereign God knows what is necessary to
bring into our lives to help us grow up in Jesus
Christ.
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Trials that come outside of our control do not

come simply because the Lord is unhappy or
mad at us;
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and the moment something happens, we go out
crying to God, "God, change things, please,"
while, in fact, sometimes God wants to change
us.
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You may be asking God to change your spouse,
but God wants to change you.

W RESK SR IR R - By E R
paa s Gy
You might want God to change your boss or

your job, but probably God wants that boss
there to help change things in your life.
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You may feel that you are in the wrong school,

or you have the wrong teachers, but God wants
to change you.
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God is trying to teach you some lessons in that
very experience.
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God wants us to be spiritually mature.
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Jesus said, in John 15, that any gardener can

fruit, they must be pruned.
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When the believer gets his or her branch nippg
through trial, it hurts;
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but it also causes us to bear fruit and have joy
in the midst of trial.
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Why?
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Because each trouble—each heartache—com
with the Father’s initiative to prune us.
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Trials are part of the divine plan for every
believer.

o - E A E R T - e
HE—&f o

Some of you may say, "Well, | have no trials in
my life. Everything is moving just fine, thank
you very much."
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Well, look out, because you are actually being
tested.
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There are four stages that every believer goes
through.
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The first stage is the stage of faith.
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You trust God and you go along believing in
His Word;
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then comes the second stage, the stage of
obedience.
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You obey God and you take His Word
seriously and it is the proof of your faith;
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then, what happens?
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Then comes the third stage of blessing.
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God blesses your obedience and you are
rejoicing and everything is great;
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then, comes the next stage.
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The fourth stage is the stage of testing.
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Blessing always leads to testing.
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Faith is tested for at least three reasons.
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Number one, to prove whether our faith is real.
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Second, to help our faith grow.
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Thirdly, to bring glory to the Lord.
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With the very blessings that God is giving you,
He is testing you.
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Will you let the blessing lead you to live by
sight?
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Will you get busy with the blessing and forget
the Blesser?
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What is our responsibility in the process of trial
and testing?
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Verse 4.
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Let’s read it to you.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

James is saying, "Don’t rebel against the
circumstances.
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Allow the testing process to go on to
completion so that you may receive maximum
benefit of God’s teaching."
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If you constantly rebel against your
circumstances and all you want to do is get ou

of them, you will never become a mature
Christian.
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Is James saying to just grin and bear it?
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No.
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Verse 5 tells us what to do.
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The believer has a special, secret code to a sg

that is full of resources that empowers you ang
strengthens you beyond your imagination.
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What is it?
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God’s wisdom.
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God’s wisdom is perhaps the greatest tool for
your spiritual growth.
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That wisdom enables us to know what God is
trying to do in our lives.
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God’s wisdom is the defogger for your fuzzy
lenses;
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and, when you ask the Lord for wisdom, you
are opening yourself to learn about God'’s
overall perspective.
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Many Christians never grow or mature and stay
stagnant because they fail to seek God'’s big
picture.
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They never get past their circumstances and
how they can get out of it fast.
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Wisdom is God’s wide-angle lens, but you
must ask for it.
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How do you ask for wisdom in the midst of
your challenging circumstances?
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Verses 6, 7, and 8 give us the answer
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of James, Chapter 1.
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You must ask in faith, not doubting that God
can and will give it to you.
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Now, the person who comes to God and says to
God, “God, give me wisdom,” and, then, he
walks out and takes matters into his own hands

and leads himself, that person is seeking
wisdom and strength on his own terms.

MR —DNRBIFHE R ¢ ] > 55
B e fEE o MR R E CR R ERTT
BoRATH » XD AHSR R E DRk
SREZRBETIHY ©

According to James, this person is double-
minded.
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This person is vacillating between trusting and
trying to go it alone.
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This person is hesitant;
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and godly wisdom will not come to that person.
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Godly wisdom will only come when you are
fully, genuinely, definitely, completely and
seriously trusting in God.
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God is not honored by half-hearted
commitment.
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God is not honored by part-time allegiance.
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God is not pleased when we trust Him one timge

and doubt Him the next.
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James tells us, in verses 9, 10 and 11, that trid
are a great leveler.
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The rich go through it and the poor go through
it.
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lliness shows no partiality.
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Death does not discriminate.
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When the poor Christian suffers, he is to cling
to the promises of God.
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His pride is the righteousness of God.
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His high position in Christ is all that he has.
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In verse 10, James tells us that often, earthly
possessions, for those who have them, cloud {
Issue.
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Earthly possessions interfere with our
fellowship with God.
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They demand our attention
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They claim our affection;
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and, when trials come to those who have great
earthly possessions, it makes things more
complicated.
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We worry about losing the things which we
have accumulated.
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James warns us that, when tough times hit, the
wealthy should glory in their humiliation.
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They should glory in the fact that they are able
to depend on the loving Father.
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They should be comforted that, no matter what

happens to their bank balances, God is there to
lean on,
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because material possessions are all temporal.

0 P s I 7= R B Y

The only vital, sustaining relationship that you
can really rely on is your relationship with God,
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because that is eternal.
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The last verse of this passage, verse 12, James
tells us that we can truly rejoice in the midst of
trial;
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that we can have victory because our victory is
in Jesus and He has already won the victory.
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We can have joy if we understand that God
uses difficulties to produce growth.
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We can praise Him for the tough times because
He is working His purposes out in us;
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S0, trials can be your teacher through which
God helps you grow.
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The other alternative is, you become bitter and
angry and stay stagnant in your walk with God.
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It is my prayer that you say, “Yes, Lord Jesus,
teach me and help me to grow...”
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for this is the first step in growing up in Christ;
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and | pray that God will use it to enrich you and
help you grow in Christ.
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Until next time, | pray for God'’s richest
blessing.
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