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Hello, listening friends. We are delighted you
have joined us once more.
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We are continuing in this series of messages
from the Epistle of James.
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In the last broadcast, we saw how a Christian
can grow and mature through testing;
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and, today, James tells us that, when we are

tempted and say "no" to temptation, you will
also grow.
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This is basically the second step;
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but, if you say "yes" to temptation all the time,
you will become a Christian midget.

B ir a2 TR - (RAYJE R A dy
LR ML > KKK o

Your spiritual growth will be stunted and
stopped.
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Every day, Christians are being tempted.
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Every day, spiritual arrows are being fired at
believers.
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The maturing, growing, healthy Christians are
those who refuse to lower their shields and
surrender.
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The believers who fall into temptation and
indulge in sin, whatever it may be, become
spiritually paralyzed.
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They cannot continue on the road to recovery
until sin is dealt with.
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They cannot continue on the road to recovery
until they judge sin in their hearts.
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They cannot continue on the road to recovery
until the matter is cleared up with their
heavenly Father.
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From the time when we are small children,
temptation is always there.
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Children would say, “The devil made me do it.”
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Adults even try to use the same excuse.
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The other day, | heard about a little boy who
had put his hand in the jar of honey.
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The other day, | heard about a mother who left
a small son in the house just for a short time
and said to him, “While I'm gone, don’t get
into the jar of honey.”
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“No, Mother,” he said, “I will not do that.”
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When she returned, the mother noticed the
honey between the boy’s fingers and in the
corner of his mouth.
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She said to him, “Didn’t | tell you not to get
into the honey jar?”
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“Yes, Mother, you did.”
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“Didn’t | tell you that, when Satan tempts yoy
you should tell him to get behind you?”
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He said, “Yes, Mother, but when he got behind
me, he pushed me right into the honey jar.”
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How true this is with many a child of God who

cast aside glances at temptation and ponder it
their hearts and fall right into it;
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but | can tell you that there can be no growth,

no maturing, no progress until the sin is dealt
with.
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If you are a person who does not have a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ,
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if you have never come to Him, acknowledging
Him as your only Savior and the Lord of your
life,
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you must begin by repentance and by

establishing this relationship which God offers
to you as a free gift.

{RIESLE R R » AR X RR R X
ot e B4 IRRIALY o
If you are a person who has known Jesus as

Savior and Lord and are temporarily
backsliding, then, | want you to listen carefully
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| have good news for you.
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You can get back on track;
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but you must understand this:
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God does not change His mind about your
salvation every time you fail.
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He does not rewrite His will each time you
don’t do what He wants you to do
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He said, in John 10:27-29,
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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James tells us, in James 1:13, that temptation
strikes us in several ways.

HESAEHES T L8 13 &HIFHA] ik =
DAARIAY T ke Fedl ]

“Let no one say when he is being tempted, ‘I
am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be

tempted to do evil and he himself tempts no
one.”
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We can be tempted in three ways.
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First, we can be tempted spiritually.
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That’s when Satan comes in and brings doubt
into your mind.
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He may ask you, "Is God really real?
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Is there really life after death?
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Is the Bible really true?"
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And on and on and on.
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Second, we can be tempted mentally.
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It begins when we become careless about wha
we read and what we watch.
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We set ourselves up for temptation.
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When you are constantly bombarding your

mind with worldly values and ideas, your mind
begins to be filled with those same thoughts;
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and this battle of the mind begins the moment
you wake up.
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How do you start your day?
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Do you start your day with the newspaper?
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That is a sure way to get depressed.
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Do you start by thinking about what you have
to do on that day?
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This is a sure way to get overwhelmed;
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then, thirdly, we are tempted physically.
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You say, "How do you get tempted

physically?"
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You can go through an experience that leaves
you bitter and angry and you sin with your
tongue.
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You see an opportunity to make money, and

you know that it is not altogether ethical, but
you decide to do business anyway.
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The tempter comes to you and says, "Just this
one thing won’t hurt you. Just this one time is
not a big deal. Everybody does it."
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Think for a moment how quickly we put aside

convictions when the allure of temptation
becomes powerful.
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| believe that God has given our bodies natural
desires;
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but these natural desires are to be used within
proper bounds.

SR > X BERTEE A I Y AU A

The question | am often asked is this:
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What is the difference between testing and
tempting?
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| can tell you immediately that you will like one
and not the other.
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The temptation will seem pleasurable;
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the test will be tough.
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If a professor comes into your class and says,
“Today is exam day,” that’s a test.

MR —DBIEHHE - W “SREH
i e XELR AL o
The temptation is to cheat on the exam.

EFEZ TR - R TR

In a test, God puts His finger on something in
your life and says, “This must go.”
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The temptation says, "Resist it.
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Hang on to it as long as you can.”
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The test says, "Act responsibly.”
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The temptation says, "Be indisposed and run.’
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The test says, "Sacrifice your desires."
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The temptation will urge you to satisfy your
desires.
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When you submit to tests, you will grow tall in
the Christian life;
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but yielding to temptation keeps you a spiritua
baby.
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By yielding to temptation, you become
consistently lacking in self-discipline.
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By yielding to temptation, you become a
puppet to your desires.
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By yielding to temptation, you become a prey
to the manipulation of Satan.
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The greatest difference between test and
temptation is in verse 13 of James 1.
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Testing comes from God.
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Temptation does not come from God.
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“Let no one say when he is tempted that he i
tempted by God.”

“ANRER - AR - P AR o7

When we fall into temptation, we are inclined
to blame somebody else.
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We say, "God made me that way,"
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and, because Christians don’t understand the
difference between test and temptation, when
they succumb to temptation and find
themselves reaping its bitter harvest, who do
they blame?
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God.
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So know, when a Christian falls, instead of
doing what the Bible said -- namely, judge sin
in their life; deal with it; repent of it; ask for

God'’s power to strengthen him, not to return to
it -- they say, "The devil attacked me."
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Oh, to be sure, the devil does attack;
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but that’s only half-truth.
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Why?
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Ask yourself this question:
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Where were you, and what was your response,
when the devil attacked you?
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Think about this in a realistic way.
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Paul writes to Timothy about unholy desires.
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1. Paul says, “As for the unholy desires—
escape—run for your life.”
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2.  What did Joseph do when he got into a situation
of a temptation?
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3. Heran, even if it cost him his coat.
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Adam and Eve, on the other hand, were given
beautiful garden.
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They were given freedom to roam around, the
privilege of fellowshipping with God;
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but, instead of saying "no" to the evil one, they
followed his alluring;
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and, in the day of reckoning, they said, "God,
it's your fault.”
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James said, first of all, temptation does not
begin with God,;
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but where does it begin?
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In verses 11 and 15 of Chapter 1, James tells
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From the dawn of time, temptation has been a
product of the evil one.
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Just as he did with Adam and Eve,
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Satan uses our eyes, our minds, our intellectu
desire to knock us off course.
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In Genesis 3:2, we read, “The woman said to
the serpent....”
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That was her first mistake.
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Don’t talk to smooth-talking serpents.
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Satan came to them with a two-pronged attack.
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The first one—he brought doubt about God’s
goodness.
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The next attack—he showed them the
attractiveness of the object.
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He always attacks in two places—in the mind
and in the eye;
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and the serpent came up and said, “Hey, Eve,
you have everything you want.
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| wish | could live like you.
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Isn’t that great?
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By the way, what about all these trees right
here? Aren’t they beautiful?
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| hear that there is a very special one in the
middle of the garden. Its fruit tastes great.”
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Eve immediately said, “Oh, we can’t eat from
the fruit of that tree.”
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Satan replies, “Oh, no? | wonder why not.
FUEEIZ : “ABENZ ? T4 2

Unless, of course, God knows something that
He doesn’t want you to know...”
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and, then, the snake enticed her some more.
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“Oh, isn’t that selfish of God to keep you
from eating from the best tree of all?
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You know what? | bet He keeps the good stuff
for Himself...”
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and Eve believed the lie.
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While she may never have given it a thought

before now, every time she walked by the tree,
the tree looked very appealing:
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and they say the rest is history.
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What leaves us vulnerable to being lured,
James said, is this:
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the selfish pursuit of pleasure,
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the unchecked desire,
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the unrestrained lusts,
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and the undisciplined lives under the super
power of the all powerful and mighty spirit
called the Holy Spirit.
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This is the point of the remaining verses, 16 to
18.
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God is not the tempter. Indeed, He is the Givd
of all good gifts.
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The greatest of these gifts is the gift of the Hol
Spirit.
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D. L. Moody, one time, was trying to teach his
students this very special lesson.
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D. L. Moody, one time, was trying to teach his
students how to overcome temptation;
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so, he took a glass and he said to them, “How
can | take the air out of this glass?”
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Some student answered that you can have a
pump and pump the air out of the glass.
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Moody said, “But that would create a vacuum
and the glass would shatter.”

SE  IBRERYE - SRR 2 B
SIS -

-

<

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

After several unsatisfactory answers, Moody
took a jug of water and poured the water into
the glass, and said, “You see, the air is all out.”
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If you want to know the secret to overcome and

escape the allure of Satan, get filled daily with
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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The reason it is a daily inner-filling is because
the old nature is still inside.
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This old nature is ready to kick in and respond
to the temptation very quickly;
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and the moment you grieve the Holy Spirit, or
you quench the Holy Spirit, by repeatedly
silencing His voice within you, you make
yourself ready when Satan dangles a shiny one
in front of you.
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If you are a believer who repeatedly says "yes"
to temptation, | want you to stop.
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Why?
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Because according to 1 Corinthians 5:5, your
life could be in danger.
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God is not a tempter. Indeed, He is a Giver of
good gifts;
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but you say, “How can | learn to overcome
temptation?”
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First, by learning to give thanks to God;
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by learning to praise His name.
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When you learn to be thankful and praise His
name, the temptations will flee.
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Not only that, but the Lord will become
sufficient to meet your needs.
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Paul said, in 1 Corinthians 10, that, with every
temptation, God comes in and opens an escape
hatch, if you choose it. [NOTE TO
TRANSLATOR: The Bible passage is 1
Corinthians 10:13]
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God wants to bless us with the best gift of all,
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Will you ask Him to give you this gift today?
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Until we meet again, | pray that God will fill
you with the Holy Spirit.
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