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Hello, listening friends.
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You know, every New Year, many people

around the world make New Year's resolutions;
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and, they often, by February, all of these
resolutions are forgotten.
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Making and keeping the right resolutions is of
vital importance;
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and that’s what | will talk to you about, today.
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In the past several broadcasts, we have learnt

about two marks of maturity in growing
Christians.
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The first
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is that the believer grows through testing.
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Secondly,
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we saw that the believer who says "no" to
temptation is also a growing Christian.
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We saw that, while testing is permitted by God
temptation comes from the evil one.
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If Satan cannot prevent you from accepting
Christ as your Savior, then, his next effort is
going to be directed at stomping your spiritual
growth.
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Among the weapons that God has given us to

help us say “no” to temptation is the Word of
Truth.
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If you are already looking at James, Chapter 1,
beginning at verse 19, you can follow with me.
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In verses 19 and 20, James gives us the fruit of

what the Word of God does in the life of a
believer;
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then, in the last two verses, he gives us some
more of these fruits.
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Growing Christians need to have a three-fold
characteristic.
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One:

quick to hear.
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Two:

slow to speak.
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Three:

slow to anger.
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Why is James concerned about these qualities”
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Because, when we confront tough or tempting

times, we tend to just reverse these three things.
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My listening friends, | want you to think with
me.
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First, by quick to hear.

FRARHIT -

| think, by nature, we don't like to listen.
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We fuss and we fume when we are hassled.
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Our impulse is to act. We feel we have to do
something,
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and Satan knows that;
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so, he uses our testing to sneak in and apply
enough pressure so that we will act impulsive
and prematurely, and fall into temptation.
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That is why Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead us
not into temptation.”
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When the evil one tempted Jesus, what did he
do?
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Satan came to Him in relation to His most
urgent and immediate need.
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For forty days, Jesus had not eaten anything,
and Jesus was ready to break His fast.
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Jesus was fasting in obedience to His Father’s
will;
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but Satan comes in and he says, "You can eat
and you can do it now.
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You can do it independent of the Father.
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You have the power..."
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but, instead, Jesus was quick to listen to the
Father, not to the devil.
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When you are facing trials and tough times in
your life, your anxiety level rises.
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These voices may be voices of fine people, but
they are not the voice of God;
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but the only voice that you should be quick to
hear is the voice of the Lord;
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and the way you test the voice of the Lord is
whether it is consistent with the Word of God
or not.
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So much for being quick to hear.
BATHTIRZ KT HRERHUIT " X5 THEIRY
H o

What about slow to speak?
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Now, this is a very difficult one.
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When we are being tested, the natural reaction
is that we say things that we shouldn’t.
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We complain and grumble against the Lord.
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| believe it's important to seek the guidance and
the prayer of mature Christians,
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but don’t go around to everyone who would
listen and complain.
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In the long run, it could harm your testimony.
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There’s an old proverb that goes something liK
this:
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“God created us with two ears and one mout

so that we should listen twice as much as we
talk.”
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Quick to listen.
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Slow to speak.
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Thirdly, slow to anger.
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Why is it that rage and anger do not work for
the believer?
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What is the reason for James’ three-fold
command to Christians?
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Verse 20 tells us why.
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It is because God'’s righteousness cannot be
accomplished in us when we are angry.
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You will not become what God wants you to b
as long as you are spitting and spattering.
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The Scripture is full of examples of men and

women who let their anger smudge their
relationship with God.
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Their anger blinded them from discerning the
will of God.
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Their anger rendered them unresponsive to
God’s leading, and, often, with terrible
consequences.
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Cain disobeyed a simple instruction and he
came to the altar with the wrong sacrifice.
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Angered at God'’s rejection of his offering, he

took his anger out on his obedient brother and
killed him in a fit of rage.

TN AR Z2 Y > i BRI 3 2% AR A N il
e TSR TR RAR T o

How many times did we kill someone’s
reputation, or their name, simply because they
were obeying God?
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Moses succumbed to anger, striking the rock,

instead of speaking to it, as he had been told by
God.
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The consequences were that Moses was never
allowed to enter into the Promised Land.
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How many times do we strike instead of
speaking?
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Jonah was placed in the body of a whale by
God until he agreed to go to Nineveh.
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Later on, Jonah became furious that things did
not turn out the way he wanted or expected.

Jeoke » R NG A TR T B R B
i TRALEE

He spent the rest of his years pouting and
steaming under a tree.
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He could not accomplish much for God.
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He became ineffective because he allowed his
anger to take hold.
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My listening friends, | want to tell you
something that comes to you directly from the
Word of God.
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Unless you deal with your anger and surrende
your anger, God will not bless you or use you.
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How should we react when testing times coma”
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In two ways, according to verse 21.
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One:
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lay aside evil.
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Two:
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receive the implanted Word of God.
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James sees the human heart as a garden that|
left to itself, the soil will produce only weeds;
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so, he urges us to pull out the weeds and to

prepare the soil for the implanted Word of God.
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It is utter foolishness to try to receive the Word
of God into the soil of your heart when your

heart is full of weeds of anger, bitterness, envy
and resentment.
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All these weeds are going to choke off the seeg
of the Word.
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You can read the Bible as long as you want arj
it will have no effect. Why?
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Because you have not pulled out the weeds of
anger.
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How do you get rid of the weeds?
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First, by confessing and asking God to forgive
you.
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. Second, by asking God to plow the hardness of

your heart.
H o KRR URMITIE R (3B R -

Thirdly, by saying, “Lord, let Your Word take
so much of a hold in my life that the weeds will
not be allowed to come back.”
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How does the Word do this in your life?
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Certainly not by opening the Bible and looking
for a quick ten-minute fix.
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When you read the Word of God, ask yourself
the following questions:
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Is there an example for me to follow?
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Is there a command for me to obey?
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Is there any error for me to avoid?
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Is there any sin for me to renounce?
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Is there any promise for me to claim?
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Is there any new thought about God?
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Is there any new thought about the Lord Jesus
Christ?
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Is there any new thought about the Holy
Spirit’'s ministry in my life?
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But notice something else James said.
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He said you receive this Word with meekness.
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Most people think that meekness means
weakness.
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No, but meekness is the opposite of wrath.
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When you receive the Word of God with
meekness, it means that you accept it.
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It means that you don’t argue with it.
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It means that you honor it as God’s own words.
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It means that you don’t twist it to conform to
your thinking.
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It is so important that you not only read and

comprehend the Word of God, but that you
obey the Word of God.
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Let us read together verses 22 to 25.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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James is saying that if a person reads the Bible
regularly, but he or she lives their life the same

way as unbelievers, then reading the Bible is
like reading the newspaper.
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It will not change you.
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James said it is like the person who gets out of
bed and he looks in the mirror, and what does
he see?
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He sees whiskers and disheveled hair, yellow
teeth and bleary eyes;
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and he walks away and a few minutes later, he
forgets what he looked like;
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so he goes to work and somebody notices this
kind of shabby condition,
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and he says, “What’s wrong with you?”
sLlmfil o RS KRB E AW 27

And the man will say, “There’s nothing wrong
with me.
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| looked in the mirror this morning...”
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but, you see, the mirror does not improve your
appearance.
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There is no mirror that can shave a man’s beard
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or comb your hair,
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or brush your teeth.
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The mirror’s purpose is to show you what you

need to do;
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so, reading the Bible does not do a bit of good
if you are not willing to obey God’s Word.
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When we look into the Bible, we see our faults,
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we see the weakness of our faith,
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our jealousies,

BAT Y

our greed,
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our idolatry,
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our backbiting;
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but just seeing these smudges and blemishes
does not take them away.
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The Bible exposes our sins;
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but we are the ones who have to ask for
cleansing.
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People who hear the Word of God, but do not
obey It, are candidates for frustration.
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Why?
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Because they are hearers of the Word and nof
doers of It.
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But guess what? This is not new.
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Six hundred years before Christ, the Prophet,

Ezekiel, was preaching to the children of Israe].
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They were coming and sitting and listening an
soaking up the words;
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but God saw what was happening.
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He saw their hearts;
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and He did not like what He saw.
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Listen to what God said in Ezekiel 33:31.
TEWTHIE LG ZE 5 337 31717 LT A ©
AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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How does obedience to the Word of God
manifest itself?

TR - X ERE T 20

What is the fruit of not only reading and
hearing the Word of God, but also doing it?
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Verses 26 and 27 give us the answer.
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When James talks about religion here, the wol
has nothing to do with ceremonies and rituals.
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Pure religion means the practice of God’s Word
and sharing It with others.
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How do you do that?
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When you hear God’s Word, as we speak It to
you right now, what do you do with It?
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Do you keep them to yourself,
IRl e s DA ?

or do you share them with others?
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God blesses us in order that we may be a
blessing to others.
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This is a biblical principle.
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The first manifestation of a practicing Christian
is that you have your tongue under control.
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Why is the tongue, or speech, or what we say,
SO important?
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Because the tongue reveals what is in the heart.
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The Bible teaches that what comes out of your
mouth reveals what'’s really in your heart.
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If your lips are not moving in praising God, it is
because your heart is not thankful to God.
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If your lips are always criticizing, it is because
there is in your heart a critical spirit.
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If your mouth is cursing, it is because your

heart has not come completely under the
control of God.
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May | ask you a personal question?
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Do you criticize, or do you encourage?
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Do you bless, or do you curse?
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Do you build up, or tear down?
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In Matthew 12:34, Jesus said, “...out of the
flow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”
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The second characteristic of a practicing

Christian is that he is compassionate.
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Compassion is love in action.
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It is love with hearts and hands and feet and
resources and talents.

AT ~ FATTRY T ~ FeAT THO BRI —17)
TER ~ A FREZHIA -

It means doing something for others.
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It means you don’t get wrapped up in yourself
and your plans;
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then, there is a third characteristic that separaf
Christians from the rest of the world.
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The third characteristic is separation from the
world.
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Now, the word "world" here, means "a society
without God."
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It is the same word here as we were told in thq

Scripture, that Satan is the prince of this world|
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How do we get separated from the world?
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Do we run into the mountains?
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Do we hide from people?
AR ULATE 2

No.
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James is saying that, by your very

righteousness and holy living, you are standing
out.
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People may ridicule you for it.
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You may suffer rejection and mockery from the
world;
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but, nonetheless, you stand tall for God and for
God’s principles and values.
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The temptation always is that we so subtly get
maneuvered into compromising.

AR AR » SRR I T -

You compromise on one issue; then, those who
saw you compromising on one issue, they
would say, “Well, you did it before. You can

do it again...”
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and, then, the next area,
SRIGWE » LS E~TER »
and the next area,
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and, before you know it, you are conforming to
the world’s standards.
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Lot is the best example of this.
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First, he pitched his tent toward Sodom,
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near Sodom,
s %3
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close to Sodom,
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overlooking Sodom.
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The next step was that he moved into Sodom;
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but, then, the third step was, before long,
Sodom moved into him.
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Lot lost his testimony, even with his own
family;
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and, when judgment fell upon Sodom, Lot lost
everything.
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Jesus, on the other hand, was unspotted,
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undefiled by the world;
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yet, it was said of Him that He was a friend of
publicans and sinners.
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The Word of God, and obedience to It, can help
you to develop and grow into a full stature of
Christ;
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and this is the third step in the twelve steps for
growing up;
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and | pray that God will use it to bless your life.
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Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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