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Hello, listening friends.
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We are glad you tuned in to this series of
messages.
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We are going to look at the fourth step in
growing up.
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In today’s broadcast on the epistle of James, he

tells us that, as believers in Jesus Christ, we are
to love the unlovable.
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| can already hear some of you saying, “But
this is very hard...”
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and | agree with you;

Heth 21X 2 F8HY 3

but, you see, we’re not only to love those who
love us back,
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we are not only to love those from whom we
gain benefit,
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we are not only to love those whom we are
expected to love and want to love,
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but, if you are a growing Christian, you must
learn to love the unlovable.
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Loving the unlovable, of course, does not come
naturally.
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It is a learned response.
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Let us review the previous three steps for
growing up.
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First,
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those who are responding to tests in patience
and quiet trust.
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Second,
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those who are resisting and saying "no" to
temptation.
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Three,
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those who are reading and obeying the Word of
God,
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and the outgrowth of all these previous steps is

learning to love even those who are tough to
love.
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During the time of Jesus’ earthly life, Jewish
people craved recognition and honor.
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They vied with one another for praise;
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and that is why Jesus denounced that kind of
lifestyle of the Pharisees in Matthew 23;
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but we still have this problem with us today.
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Ladder climbers are not only in political life,
but also in the church.
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Many of the believers, James wrote in Chapter
3, verse 1, were trying to seize spiritual offices,
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They wanted prominence and control and, if
things did not work their way, or, if they did

not get what they wanted, they looked for
another place.
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James is telling believers that we must not fee
these persons’ egos.
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We must not let those who want to be movers
and shakers in the church get away with it.
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Why?
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Because, besides it being spiritual disease, we
must not be accommodating to those who war
the attention and the focus on themselves.
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In the church of Jesus Christ, only Jesus must
get the prominence.
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In the church, only Jesus must be in control.
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In the church, only Jesus must be the focus,
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and Jesus was no respecter of persons.
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Even His enemies, in Matthew 22:16, said of
Him, “You are not swayed by men, because
you pay no attention to who they are.”
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Our Lord would not let those who wanted to
control and orchestrate the scene get away with
it.
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Please understand what I'm trying to tell you.
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These people were used to getting their way.
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When they spoke, even the church hierarchy
listened;
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but this took place because the church hierarchy
was not listening to God,
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for, if they were, they would have recognized
the Messiah.
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Because Jesus was not respecter of persons, we
too, must not show partiality.
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We, too, must not be swept off our feet by

those who want to draw attention to themselves.
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Please turn to James, Chapter 2, verses 1 and 2
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He was saying that, if you are holding on to the
faith of the Lord Jesus Christ,
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if you are truly fellowshipping with God,
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then, you are not going to show partiality to
those who are in love with their station in life,
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or in love with their brilliant ideas,
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or their superior intellect,
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or their preconceived notions,
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or their controlling and attention-getting efforts|
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We cannot be true to our faith in the Lord of
Glory if we are showing partiality or are being
pushed around by such people.
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James’ exhortation for us is this:
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don’t say that you are truly a follower of Jesus
Christ if you get intimidated by self-promoters.
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Instead, remember Proverbs 22:2,
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that the powerful and the weak both have a
common denominator; the Lord is the Maker of
them all.
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According to James, if we love with partiality,
we are divided in our minds.
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Verse 4 of Chapter 2:
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“Are you not divided in your mind and have
become judges with evil thoughts?”
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Remember, he told us in 1:8 that the double-
minded man is unstable in all his ways.
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Showing patrtiality indicates that we are living

by our old nature, rather than by the new nature
that we’ve received from Christ.
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Showing partiality indicates that we are not

thinking with the mind of Jesus, but, rather,
becoming spiritual schizophrenics.
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One of the greatest challenges to parenting is to
act impartially among your children and show
no favoritism.
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You probably have heard the saying that says,
"The wheel that squeaks the loudest gets the

grease."
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It shouldn’t work this way among believers.
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It takes a godly resolve for parents to show no
partiality to one or more of their children.
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Now, if you're a normal parent with normal
children who are close in age, you are bound to

have heard from them, “You love him more
than you love me.”
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In their way of thinking, your children are
saying to you, “You are playing favorites.”
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As parents, we must fight against the tendency
to be partial.
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Let me tell you a story about a father who loved
his children impartially.
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One day, this father’'s son was diagnosed as
terminally ill.
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Shocked at the news, the father had to face the
breaking of the news to his boy.
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The father knew that his son had accepted
Christ as his Savior,
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so he was certain that death would usher him

into glory;
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but, nonetheless, the father was torn.
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How could he tell his young son, in the bloom
of youth, that he soon will die?
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After earnestly seeking the leadership of the

Holy Spirit, he went with heavy heart to his
son’s bedside.
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First, he read a passage from the Scripture;
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then, he had a time of prayer with his precious
son;
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then, he gently told him that the doctors could
promise him only a few more days to live;
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and, then, the broken hearted father asked hig
son,

XA LR AR R (] L 10 -
“Are you afraid to meet Jesus, my boy?”
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Blinking away a few tears, the little boy said
bravely, “No, not if he is like you, Dad.”
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What a thrill for a father to hear these words!
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It meant that his son had seen Christ in him.
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Indeed, this is what James is saying. If we arg
to reflect Christ in our lives, we love
unconditionally.
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We will not show favoritism.
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We will not be intimidated to give in to
pressure and manipulation.
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One of the greatest disciplines in the Christian
life is showing unconditional love.
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Why?
RURA K

James tells us in verse 6 that because when you
give in to the powerful and the demanding and
the self-asserting, you are insulting the quiet
and the unassuming; the gentle and the
uncomplaining person.
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Indeed, we must love all people the same.
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Verse 8 of Chapter 2 is saying this:
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If you are carrying out the demands of the royal

law, according to the Scripture, you shall love
your neighbor as yourself.
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The question for Christians is, "Who do | desire
to please?
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The one who demands my attention, and
demands my time, and demands to be heard?
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No."
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If I show no favoritism, then, | will love
everyone equally.
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If | want to be like Christ, then, | will love
everyone equally.
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Although Jesus spent more time with the twelve
than with the hundred and twenty,
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and more time with the three than with the
twelve,
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and more time with John than the three,
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nonetheless, His love was equally divided
among them all.
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At the foot of the cross, the ground was levele
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and that is why, in verse 8, this law of love is
called the "royal law."
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Why is it called the "royal law?"
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Because it was given by the King.
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In Deuteronomy, God the Father gave it in the
Law.
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In John 13, God the Son reaffirmed it to His
Disciples.
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In Romans 5:5, God the Holy Spirit enables us
to practice it.
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The second reason it is called the royal law is
because it rules over all other laws;
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but the main reason why this is called the roya
law is because obeying it makes you a king.
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Think about this.
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Hatred makes you a slave.
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You are the slave of the person you hate.
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You are a slave of the person who dominates
your thinking.
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You may ask why.
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Well, who consumes your nervous energy?
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The one you hate.
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Who dominates your emotional energy?
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The person who is the object of your hate;
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so, when you hate, you are a slave;
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but love sets you free.
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Love enables you to reign like a king.
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By the same token, showing partiality and
succumbing to this group or that individual
leads to disobedience of all God’s laws.
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If you are respecting of persons,
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it could make you lie.
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It could lead you into idolatry,
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because once you act on the basis of respecting

persons, you are heading for trouble;
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and James said if | disobey one law, | am
capable of disobeying all of the laws.
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Some of you may say, “Well, wait a minute.

Wait a minute. | am married to a terrible
person. How can | love him or her?”
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According to Romans 5, if you call upon the

power of God, the Holy Spirit, God will love
him or love her through you.
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Someone may be saying, “My neighbor is
driving me crazy! How can | love him? How
can | love her?”
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God, the Holy Spirit, can fit you like a glove
and He will love him or her through you.
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Some of you may be saying, “Wait a minute.

You don’t understand. | have the meanest bo4
How can | love him or her?”
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God, the Holy Spirit, can fit your heart, your

spirit, your mind and your emotions like a
glove and love him through you.
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Listening friends, please hear what | am going
to tell you.
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Christian love does not mean that | must like
the person or agree with him on everything.
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I may not like his vocabulary or his habits.
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I may not want him to be my close and intimat
friend;
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but, as Christians, love means treating others
the way God treats us.
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How did God treat us?
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The Scripture said when we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.
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Love is not an act of the emotions, or
manufactured feelings or false smiles.

FAE—IEE FERIR  SEERE -
No.

R

Love is an act of the will.

Zae /L HIE TS -

11

5S.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

4.

55.

56.

S57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

My motive is to glorify God,
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and, when | love the unlovable, | bring glory to
God,;
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and that is why love is the fruit of the Spirit.
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As | act in love toward another, | may find
myself drawn more and more to that person;
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and may | see in him, through the power of
Christ, qualities that | could not see before.
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Why is love an act of the will?
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Because as it says, in verse 13, our deeds will
be judged.
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It is true there is no condemnation upon those

who are in Christ Jesus, but our sins affect our
character.
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We cannot sin lightly and serve faithfully.
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God forgives our sins when we confess, but
God does not change the consequences of sin.
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Again, in verse 13, James even goes further to

say that our attitudes will also be judged, not
just our deeds;
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therefore, let us understand God'’s law of liberty.
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What does that mean?
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That we liberally and freely have license to sin?
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The law of liberty, in verse 12, is the freedom

that the Lord gives us in order to liberate us
from the slavery of sin;
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that we are no longer under the authority of sir
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that we are not enslaved to sin.
BATAFHZFRRILR -

God’s Word can change our hearts, if we
submit to it.
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God’s Word can give us the desire to do God’s

will;
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thus, we obey from inward impulse and not
from outward constraint.
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One of the tests of the reality of our faith is hoy
we treat people.
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Can we pass the test?
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Well, do this...
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Do something kind to someone you hate;
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then, do it again;

— T 3

then, again;
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and, before long, you will have love for that
person.
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| hope you write to us and tell us the result;
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and I'll be praying for you that you will be
successful.
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79. Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest

blessing.
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