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We welcome you, our listening friends, to this
broadcast.
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I hope you are being blessed by listening, as v
are blessed by speaking.
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We are delighted to bring you this special serig
of messages from the Epistle of James;
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and, if | can tell you that the Christian faith,
from beginning to end, is based on one thing,
would be this:
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faith,
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faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
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Without faith, all of our good works means
nothing;
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and, in this broadcast, we will deal with the
question of faith and works.
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In previous broadcasts, we began looking at th
twelve steps for a growing Christian.
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We have seen four of these steps already.
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Let’s review these steps.
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Number one:
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counting it joy when you are tested.
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Number two:
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saying "no" to temptation.
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Number three:
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obeying the Word of God.
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Number four:
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showing no favoritism;
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and, today, we learn the fifth step in this
twelve-step program for spiritual growth,
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namely, practicing genuine faith.
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In the last message, James gave us an
illustration of not showing partiality toward
those who would come to church well-dressed
versus those who don't.
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Today, we go from showing no patrtiality in the
church to the outward expression of faith.
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In a world that is filled with people who think
that they can earn their salvation,
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James puts things in their proper perspective.
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Let me give you a more clear translation of
verse 18 of Chapter 2.
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“If you only have faith, some could easily

challenge us by saying, ‘“You say that you hav{
faith and | have merely good works.
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Well, all you can do is to show me a faith

without corresponding action, but | can show
by my action that | have faith as well.”
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There are some who love to think that they
have found a contradiction in the Scripture;
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and they say, “Look! Paul and James are
contradicting each other.
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Paul teaches salvation by faith alone, but Jam
Is teaching salvation by works.”
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To begin with, you will never find a single
indication where James said that you are save
by your good works.
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Second,
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when Paul speaks about good works as deed
works in Galatians, he is referring to religious,
ritualistic observance, not to the works of
righteousness or morality.
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This is a very important key word here. Listen
to it very carefully.
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James said, “If someone says he has faith...”
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In other words, watch out for those who make
claims to be believers and all their life habits
and all their lifestyle says something to the
contrary.

Pra)ig il o BUNDHREE B RR2EERA it
TS I > S1T281k > HEREM S E m
Gtb, o

James is telling us that actions speak louder
than words.
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It is not what a person says he is, but what a
person does.
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Be careful to make distinction between a mere
profession of faith, which is worthless, and a
genuine, productive faith that lays hold of
eternal salvation.
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There are some people who say Jesus is teir
Savior, but never obey Him as Lord.
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That is not the Christian faith.
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Authentic faith will make a difference in your
life somehow, somewhere, sometime.
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Listen to what the Apostle Paul said, in
Ephesians 2:10:
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“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God has

prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.”
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Listening friends, listen to me very carefully.
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We are not saved through good works, but unto
good works.
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Good works will never save you, no matter ho
much good works you do.
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The Bible says you can only be saved by faith
in Jesus Christ;
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but, after you are saved, there are good works

waiting and ready for you to accomplish the
moment you have joined the family;
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but the truth is that some people take faith to
mean a mere head knowledge,
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only a mental assent to the doctrine.
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A great theologian wrote the following:
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“It is faith alone that justifies, but faith that
justifies can never be alone.”
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The word "alone" in verse 17 simply means "b
itself.”
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True, saving faith can never be by itself.
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Faith always brings life and life produces good
works of righteousness.
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The person with dead faith has only an
intellectual experience.
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In his mind, he knows the doctrine of salvation|

but he never submits to it.
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There are many who consider themselves to b

Christians and, yet, they have nothing to show
for it.
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Their faith talks, but it does not walk.
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It makes claim without producing a conduct to
match.

ReEft » AA Sl & -

It professes to believe in Christ; yet, it attempts
to do nothing for His sake.
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Beware of such persons who talk a lot and, yet,
their life reflects nothing about Christ.
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You may be such a person.
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Let me invite you to turn your life over to Jesus
Christ.
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He wants to give you a living faith that will
change your life.
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Please listen carefully to what I'm going to tell
you.
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No man or a woman can come to Jesus Christ
by faith and remain the same any more than
you can come into contact with a two hundred
and twenty volt wire and remain the same.
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John, the Apostle, said, “He who has the Son

has life and he who has not the Son of God has
not life.”
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Listen carefully, please.
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James is saying that dead faith is really
counterfeit faith.
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Counterfeit faith lulls a person into false
confidence of eternal life.
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What about you?
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Do you have a counterfeit faith that is lulling
you to false confidence?
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Are you caught up in the spirit of religiosity
thinking that this will get you to Heaven?
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Only the faith that surrenders to Jesus Christ g
your only Savior will get you to Heaven.
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James gives us four reasons as to why that

counterfeit faith, which relies on tradition or a
set of rules or even dead works, is worthless.
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First, it cannot save the sinner.
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Nicodemus was a religious man.
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What makes it even more insidious is that he
professed some sort of faith in Jesus;
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but, before very long, Jesus made it clear that
saving faith, true faith, involved being born
again;
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being born of the Spirit, not merely belief.
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Faith is volitional surrender to intellectual
conviction.
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The second reason as to why counterfeit faith
worthless is because it does not help others.
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When you are self-centered and so wrapped U
in yourself that you cannot see the needs

around you, you are like an apple tree without
apples,
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like a car without wheels,
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or like a watch that does not run.
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It profits no one.
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The third reason why counterfeit faith is
worthless is that a mere profession of faith has
not a shred of evidence as to its reality.
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If all of your claim to Christianity is made of
religious activities, then, there is a distinct

possibility that you have not experienced
saving faith.
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In fact, your so-called faith is not better than
that of the devil;
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which brings me to the fourth reason as to why
counterfeit faith is worthless.
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James wants to shock us into realizing that our
Christian faith is not only believing certain
things.
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We are subtly and cleverly lulled by the devil

into drawing a false distinction between what
we believe and the way we live.
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Many believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of

God and that He died on the cross to save us
from sin:
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but that belief, in itself, is not enough.
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The devil believes exactly the same thing.
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In fact, the devil believes even more than this,
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because he trembles and fears God.
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Jesus’ name causes him to shudder and fear.
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Look at that in verse 19 of Chapter 2 of James.

HEMESHE —E 197 -

In fact, that’s more than what we do.
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We don’t shudder at the name of Jesus Christ
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but, with all of that, the devil does not change
his conduct.
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Some of you probably are shocked at James’
words that the demons have faith.
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What did demons believe?
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For one thing, the demons believed in the
existence of God.
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Demons are neither atheist nor agnostic;
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but, even more than that,
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they believe in the divinity of Christ.
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Wherever they met Jesus when he was on the
earth, they testified to Who He is.
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Later, when you are studying, read Luke 8:31.
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A counterfeit faith, which is a dead faith, is no
better than a dead seed,
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or a dead root,
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or a dead nerve,
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or a dead engine.
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It can only deceive and it leaves you empty.
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Real faith in Jesus as your only Savior is alive
and dynamic.
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Counterfeit faith will only affect your intellect,
but the dynamic faith involves the will.

B 5 L BB IR YRR » (HAVE IE
L HIEBERIEL -
The whole person will come alive with true,
saving and dynamic faith.

HS2 o FRIPRREE NS L o RN ANE
3k o

The mind will comprehend the truth.
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The heart will desire the truth,
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and the will acts on the truth;
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so, how can you tell the difference between
counterfeit, dead faith and dynamic, live faith?
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Look at verses 20 all the way to 26 of Chapter 2.
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The nature of saving faith is where the claim
matches the conduct.
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As is talks, so it walks.
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It proves its sincerity by its action.
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It believes to the point of commitment.
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It trusts to the point of dependence on God.
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It loves to the point of obedience.
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It does not accept Jesus as Savior and, then,
reject him as Lord.

FRARUAR R SZ BB R » HFREE A ERRAT]
A ARy EE5E o



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

It denies self.
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It moves mountains.
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It knows answered prayer.
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It loves others.
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It seeks to please the Lord;
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and that is the kind of faith that is demonstrate
in two examples that James gives us.
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Who are these examples?
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Abraham and Rahab.
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You could not get two people who are more or
the opposite side of the pole.
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They were opposite culturally, religiously,
materially and in every sense;
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yet, both had something in common.
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They had dynamic faith that manifested itself.
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Abraham'’s dynamic faith obeys God and
proves itself in daily life and work.
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Rahab, the prostitute, on the other hand --
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read about the story in the Book of Joshua,
Chapter 2 and 6.
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Joshua sent spies before he went to claim the
Promised Land.
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Rahab, the Canaanite, protected them.
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She believed the message of doom that
Joshua’s men preached
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and she acted on that faith with action.

M EEIAAELE > BLLLSERRRITTEINL & -

She risked her life in carrying out her faith.
fth'E F A A A fERS: - SKERE L o

Oh, what grace that would pick such a woman
and not only save her, but she became an
ancestor of our Lord Jesus.
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Rahab could have had dead faith, but she
exhibited dynamic faith.
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Her mind knew the truth,
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and her will acted upon the truth.
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She proved her faith by its outward fruit.
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What is the body worth if the Spirit is gone?
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Ask James in the last verse of Chapter 2.
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It should only be buried.
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So it is with faith that has no outward
manifestations.
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The only faith that is worth the name is the
faith that changes lives and goes to work for
God.
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How do you get this dynamic faith?
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It can only be yours as a gift from God.
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You can ask God for that faith and He will give
it to you.

IREHEROEFERI(E L 2GR -



68.

69.

70.

71.

He promised to do that.
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Will you ask for it, today?
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And, then, write to us and tell us.
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Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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