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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in to listen to
this program.
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It is our joy and privilege to bring you this
series of messages from the Epistle of James;
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and | want to begin, today, by telling you
something that is very familiar to all of us.
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From the day when we are children, we want t
go our own way.

YEA R TR » BATHA B Oy E
gk

The first word a little child learns to say is
“n0°"
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then, we grow up, and we want to take charge
of our own destiny.
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We don't like to be thought of as dependent or
anything or anybody.
HATAERIN " BARFE R TR o
From the last broadcast of James, Chapter 4,
verses 1 to 12, we saw the big three enemies:
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the world, the flesh, and the devil;

HEF ~ PIAFIREA

and we learned that there are three keys to
spiritual growth;

[FI > Befi Tty >) 1 A R = R Rk
first of which was learning submission.
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In today’s passage, James 4:13 to 17, James
continues to hammer away on the importance
of submission to the will of God in our lives.

ESKIERH » faE0E 45 13-177
HIEESL > AN 1 FeAl 1o ol - It i oy B 2

P o (BELE3C > HE 4 ¢ 13-17)

Sadly, there are many Christians who see the

will of God as a bitter medicine that they must
take,
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instead of seeing it for what it is—the gracious
evidence of the love of God.
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| have met people all over the world who are
afraid to abandon themselves to Christ.
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When | dig deeper, | find out that they are
afraid to submit to God, thinking that, if they do

His will, they will have to swallow a bitter
medicine.
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This is a completely false assumption.
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The will of God comes out of the heart of God,
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and His will is the expression of His love.
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We truly miss out on God's blessings of love by
refusing to submit to His will.
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Reaching Christian maturity means that you
have to depend on God more, not less.
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Our dependence on God starts with our
submission that we cannot save ourselves, an
we must turn to Jesus Christ for salvation.
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God is looking for men and women who are
willing to look to Him for direction.
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God is desiring that we become dependent on
Him, not independent of Him.
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God wants us to acknowledge that He is in
charge, and not us.
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Listen to what James is saying here.
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James is describing, not only those who over-
plan their lives, but, those who actually leave
God out of their plans altogether.
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| believe in planning.
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| believe in goal-setting;
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and James is not condemning either of these.
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James is not suggesting for a moment that we

ought to live our lives as drifters wandering
aimlessly in life.
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No.

®H e

James is saying don’t make your plans based

your desires, and your ambitions, and say,
“Lord, bless my plans.”
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The Word of God is saying to us that God, ang
the will of God, must be the very essence of o
planning.
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Even more than this,
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that our plans and our goals should be nothing
less than what God wants for us.
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How do we do that?
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By prayerfully saying, “Lord, what do You
want me to accomplish in my life?
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How many people do You want me to witness
to in the next few months?

TERFER LA H B » (REHX % D AILAIE
Wg 2

How many people do You want me to lead to
You in the next few years?
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What areas in my life do You want me to
change this year?”
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As the Lord gives you an impression of what

He wants you to do, then, begin to pray for
what God wants in your life;
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thus, from beginning to end, these are not your
goals, but God’s goals for you.
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That way, your prayer life is centered around
your following of God’s plan.
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This is how I try to live my life.
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The Scripture said, “Delight yourself in the
Lord, and He will give you the desires of your
heart.”
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We always concentrate on the desires of our
hearts, but delighting ourselves in the Lord will
mean that we only seek His will in our lives.
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In John 15, Jesus said,
FHRERFEA R S 1S AL H U ¢

“If you abide in my Word, then, whatever you
ask, you shall receive...”
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because, when you are abiding in His Word,
you will only ask for that which is in His will.
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Does God reveal everything to us?
AP EHMRERN SR °

Of course not.
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He’s a sovereign God.
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As long as | know that He is in control, | am at
peace;
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and | don’'t need to know everything.
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Do you remember the Gospel account of the
storm in the Sea of Galilee?
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There were two distinct reactions to the storm.
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The Disciples’ reaction was that of panic in thg
face of the storm.
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Jesus’ reaction was that He was asleep.
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Why?
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Simply, they had forgotten that He is in controll,

and they panicked.
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The stress factor in your life can be dealt with
only when you live a life of dependence on Go
the Holy Spirit.
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The reason so many Christians live a life of
stress and anxiety is because they are
determined to take control of their lives.
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| want to give you a measuring stick by which

you can measure if you are spiritually growing
or not.
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Please listen carefully.
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Measure the gap between the time you take
over control of a situation, until you relinquish
control to the Spirit of God, and allow Him to
lead you and direct you.
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The shorter the time becomes, the more you are
growing spiritually,
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which is, in turn, the more you are in tune with
God's voice.
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You saw it in the last message about the big
three -- the world, the flesh, and the devil —
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are conspiring continuously to hinder us from
hearing the voice of God.
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There are some Christians living their Christian

life like someone getting a phone call in the
midst of a room filled with people.
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People are talking all around them —
MNATHEA & A E R

terrible noise.
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The radio is blaring,
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and the television is on its highest volume;
HLALEY & B B o
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and this poor person keeps on saying, “What,
what, what?
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Say it again, | can’t hear you!”
B BT AN
Many Christians are like this.
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They, too, cannot hear God at all,
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so they go in their lives from crisis to crisis,
B s AT T AEdr B LR T o

from stress to stress,

BTG YN

from problem to problem,
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because if you are not tuned with God, you ar¢

missing God’s best for your life.
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If you are not in tune with God, chances are,
you are treading water and feeling very tired o
it.
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What happens when you get out of the will of
God?
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Well, its not the end of everything. You will
suffer, for sure;
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but, remember, when God cannot rule, He will
overrule.
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Jonah could not let God rule, so God overruleq
in his life;
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but he brought pain upon himself.
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Some may say, “How will | know the will of
God?”
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According to John 7:17, if you are willing to
obey God, God is willing to reveal His will to
you.
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God does not reveal His will to the curious and
the careless, but to those who are ready and
willing to obey Him.
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If you really want to know the will of God, but

you are not intending to obey it, God will not
reveal it to you.
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Listen to what Colossians 1:9 says:
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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In Ephesians 5:17, God wants us to understand
His will;
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and this is where spiritual maturity comes in.
X R an L R ER -

A child may know his father’s will, but not
understand his will.
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A father can tell a five-year-old to do
something,
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and the boy would ask, “Why, daddy?”
WIFET R > @ A
And the father says, “Because | said so.”
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You cannot explain logically to a five-year-old,
but, to a twenty-year-old, it's a different story.
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A twenty-year-old, who is close to his father,
will not only understand "what?" but the
"why?"
—PRIACE R RICEER 209 &4 > AME
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As the friends of God who have the privilege of
knowing God, we know some things.
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Listen to what Jesus said, in John 15:15,
HELHIEY 15 15

AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

(1 BE £ 45)
but, according to Romans 12:2, we must prove
the will of God.
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That means that we must put it into practice.
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We must apply it in our lives;
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and the more we obey, the easier it is to
discover what God wants us to do.
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It is like learning how to swim,
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or play a musical instrument.
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The more you practice it, the more it becomes
second nature to you.
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The people who are going around asking “How
do I discern God’s will in my life?” are

announcing to everyone that they have never
really tried to do God’s will.
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You start with what you know you ought to do,
then, God opens the way for the next step.
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Please understand what I'm going to tell you.
18 B /LT N A

When you serve the Lord begrudgingly, or
because you feel you have to, you may
accomplish His work; but you, yourself, miss
out on the blessing.
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It will be a toil, not a ministry.
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Why must we be dependent on God, and
joyfully obey His will?
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James said, "because life is so uncertain."
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To plan your tomorrow without God is very
foolish,
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because you might not be around tomorrow;
R IR AN HIE B R S B S X 5 - e

because life is like a mist. It appeared for a
little time; and, then, it disappears.
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The charter of our lives is temporary.
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We appear for a short time; then, we pass away.
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Most teenagers don’t think that life is fragile.
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They think that we are invincible;
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and, then, by the grace of God, when they reach
the age of twenty-one, they begin to think
differently;
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so, James concludes, in verse 17, by saying this
FITLL » HERAE 17 A0 LR &5

AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

(2 2)
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In fact, the whole New Testament teaches thaf
the sins of omission are treated just as serious
as the sin of commission.
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In Matthew 25:41, Jesus tells us that, in the las
day, there are going to be some who say, “Lord,

we did not do anything wrong!..”
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and He will say to them, “It is not so much the

wrong that you did not do, but the right that yo
knew to do, but did not do.”
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There is a saying that goes like this:
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“It is not the mountain ahead that wears you
out; it is the grain of sand in your shoe.”
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Many a man worried, for fear he would not be
able to cross a mountain, has had to stop som

miles before he crossed the foothills because
had not taken time to clean out his shoes.
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Often, the source of failure in the Christian life

is not committing the big sin, but being
indifferent toward what is right;
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being indifferent toward acting out our
convictions;
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being indifferent toward the work of the
Kingdom of God;
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being indifferent toward what God hates;
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being indifferent toward what God wants you t
do.
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Which attitude do you have toward the will of
God?

TR EE - IRFF 2 — RS IR 2

[oX

| =

e

|}

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Do you totally ignore God’s will as you make
your daily plans and decisions?

FEUR T BB S » (RES5E 22 T
& EIE 2

Or, do you know God’s will, but refuse to obey
it?

B (RRIE M & - AR 2
Either will bring sorrow and ruin to the life of
the person who holds it;
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but the believer who knows, loves, and obeys
the will of God will enjoy God’s blessing.
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His life may not be easier, but it will be holier
and happier.
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Like Jesus, their food will be doing the will of
the Father.
IERFHEER—HE - AT LLEIT ARy B
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It is my prayer that you obey the will of God.
EIE (Rt REMTAR Y B & -

Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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