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Hello, listening friends.
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We are thrilled to be able to bring you this
series of messages from the Epistle of James.
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We are coming very close toward the end now;
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so, | hope you remember all of the ten steps o
the past,
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because, today, | want to talk about waiting
upon the Lord.

SF - WE CHEE
What would your advice be to someone who's
going through suffering?
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James’ advice is be patient.
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In his first step toward spiritual growth, James
said, “Count it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter trying times.”
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Here, as he begins to close his book, he goes
back to the theme of being patient,
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because he wants to tell us that God is not
going to fix everything until Jesus comes back
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One day, God is going to right all the wrongs;
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therefore, look forward to that day.
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Let the expectation of that day be the source of
your patience
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Let the thought of that day be the source of
your power,

X IR— R B - R IRAYBE ) 2 IR -
because that’'s how you can persevere.
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Three times, James reminds us of the coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ in a very short passage of
Chapter 5.
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It is found in verse 7, verse 8, and verse 9.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

(FiLEL - HES: 7-9)

“In this world,” Jesus said, “you will have
tribulation, but be of good cheer.”
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Why?
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“Because | have overcome the world.”
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The Greek word, here, translated "patience”
literally means "to stay put and to stand fast
when you would like to cut and run."
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Your job is difficult and your employer is being
unreasonable and you want to quit and go away.
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but God put you there for a purpose.
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Stay put until He tells you otherwise.
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Your marriage is falling apart and you feel thaf

your spouse has not been fair to you and the
devil is telling you that you deserve better,
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but God put you there for a purpose. Don't cu
and run.
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In your business, you have tried everything and

the money is not coming in and you have ever
despaired of life itself and say, “What's the
use?”
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Stay there, because God is trying to teach you
some lessons.
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Instead of trying to jump ship, ask the question,

“What does the Lord want me to learn?”
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The questions that are plaguing a person who
going through trying times are these:

TESZARIRROIT % » FeAT TR 2 LT X s
I EH S

How in the world can | be patient?
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How long shall | wait?
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Why should | be patient?
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James gives us three encouraging examples d
patience and endurance;
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then, he teaches us the secret of patience and
waiting upon the Lord.
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every Christian must learn to develop a
farmer’s temperament.
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| have yet to see a farmer who sows the seed

and, then, the next morning goes out and looks
for fruit.
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Many farmers plow and sow during the autumn
months,
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because the early rain would soften the soil and
the latter rain in the spring would help mature
the harvest.
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Why would the farmer wait patiently between
September and April?
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Because he knows that the harvest is going to
be worth waiting for.

R« BRI - BT o

It is going to be a precious day when he gathers
his crops.
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Galatians 6:9 tells us that, “in due season, we
shall reap if we faint not.”
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James is picturing the growing Christian as a
spiritual farmer.
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That is why, in verse 8, he said, “Be ye also
patient, and stand firm.”
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Our hearts are the soil and the seed is the Word
of God.
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In fact, you'll discover that, just as there are
seasons for the soil, there are seasons to the
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spiritual life.
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Sometimes, our hearts become wintry and
unresponsive, and the Lord has to plow our
hearts before He can plant the seeds;
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then, He sends the rain and the sunshine of H

goodness to water and warm up our hearts an
the seed that He planted;
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but fruit will not show up immediately.
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The fruit will come, because these are the
principles that God has put in His creation.
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I’'m sure some of you are asking, “How can |
endure when I'm going through a tough time?’
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Listening friends, listen carefully to what I'm
going to tell you.
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God is producing a harvest in your life.
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God wants you to bear the fruit of the Spirit in
your life.
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God wants you to be productive in His
Kingdom;
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and the only way He can do it is through trials.
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If you are an impatient farmer and you keep of
digging the seed out prematurely, you will
cause yourself pain,
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because God will keep on planting that same
seed again and again.
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God will keep on plowing your heart and seed
it again.
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If, through prayer and praise, you wait patiently,
God is going to bless you with a bountiful
harvest in His own time, not yours;
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and, only then, will you truly enjoy God’s

harvest — if you permit Him to establish your
heart firmly.
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How do you do that?
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By trusting God.
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What helps your heart to be firm, or be
established, in the Word of God?
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What does the farmer do while he’s waiting?
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The farmer is never idle.
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He is working on the barn and getting it ready.
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He is making plans for the use of the crops.
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He is always working and fully trusting that
God will bless him with a harvest in due course.
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James never suggested that you go up to the

mountain and wait for Jesus’ return and do
nothing.
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In fact, listen to what Jesus said, in Luke 12:43:
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“Blessed is the servant whom his Lord, when
he comes, shall find him so doing.”
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Watching for the Lord should motivate you to
work while you are waiting.
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One characteristic about farmers is that they are
always helpful to one another.
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They are always obliging to lend a hand,;
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and that is why James said, in verse 9,
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“Do not grumble against each other, brotherg
or you will be judged.”
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Impatience with God often leads to impatience
with God’s people;
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and this is a sin that we must avoid.
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Someone said, “If we start using the sickles or]
each other, we will miss the real harvest.”
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The second example that helps our patience i
waiting is the life of the Prophets of God.
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Look at verse 10.
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Look at the Prophets who faithfully preached

the Word of God. See how they patiently
endured:
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so, when you are in the will of God and yet
suffer, you must remember that other godly
men and women also suffered for being at the
very center of the will of God.
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Satan tells faithful Christians that their
suffering is a result of sin and unfaithfulness.
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Be careful of this trap.
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If you have been a faithful worker, but you are
persecuted,
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don’t heap guilt upon yourself, but remember
that other faithful people have been persecuted
before you.
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In 2 Timothy 3:12, it tells us, “Yea, and all that

will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.”
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Jesus’ obedience to the Father led Him to the
Cross.
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When you read the Word of God, you will
discover how faithful Prophets were persecuted
for their faithfulness;
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and that will give you courage and stamina to
go on and be strong.
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Elijah was persecuted when he announced to
the wicked King Ahab that there would be a
drought in the land;
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and Elijah, himself, suffered from that drought;
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but God took care of him.
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Daniel purposed in his heart to obey God more
than men.
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He ended up in the den of lions, but God
watched over him.
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Joseph chose to obey God’s moral laws more
than the easy way of moral compromise.
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He ended up in the dungeon, but God took care
of him and saved a whole nation.
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Why is it that those who are faithful to the Lord
and speak God’s Word must endure difficulty
and trials?
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Because the impact of their obedience under
suffering will carry much power for God.
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Because their patience in the time of trials are
eloquent testimonies to the name of Christ.
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Romans 15:4 says,
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the better you know and understand God'’s

Word, the more encouragement God gives you
in the difficult times.
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Finally, my friend, let me remind you again.
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Like the farmer, keep on working.
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Like the prophet, keep on witnessing,
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no matter how trying the circumstances might
be.
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In the next broadcast, | will share with you

more examples for patience and perseverance
from the Epistle of James;
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and, until then, | pray for God’s power to
strengthen you to be patient.
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