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We welcome you, our listening friends, and
we’re glad you tuned in.
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In the last broadcast, we saw two examples of

patience and perseverance in the times of trial.
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One was the example of the farmer who waits
for the harvest.
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The second was the example of the faithful
Prophets of God who stood firm in difficult
times.
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Today, we come to the third example of
patience and enduring faithfulness in James,
Chapter 5, verse 11.
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This name is very familiar to all of us.
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His name is Job.
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Most often, before the Lord uses a man or a
woman in a mighty way, he has to break them
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otherwise, how would they know victory, when

they see it, unless they have been through
failure and defeat?
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How would they appreciate the peak of the

mountaintop unless they have experienced the

valleys?
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There can be no victories without battles;
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and, if you want to enjoy God’s blessings, you
must be prepared to fight the battles.
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Paul went to the third Heaven and he
experienced marvelous things;

RE\RAE = ZRE - W TDRIHEE

but, as a direct result, God had to allow a thorn
in the flesh to keep him humble.
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God has to balance the privileges with
responsibilities in our lives.

fofl 2P O AT 1 A i RO AICRI RN DT AE:

God has to balance the blessings and the
burdens or else we become out of balance.
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You will become like a small, pampered child,

and God cannot use spoiled, pampered
Christians.
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James is adamant at the fact that we will be
blessed after we have endured.
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How come?
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Well, he said, look at Job.
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The Book of Job is a long and rambling book.
ZHAICAYICERRIE K -

Someone said to me once, “It's full of
speeches...”
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but the Book of Job is basically divided into
three sections.
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Section one is Chapter 1 to 3, and it describeg
Job’s distress.
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Section two is Chapters 4 to 37, and it describ
Job’s defense.
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Section three is Chapters 38 to 42, and it
presents Job’s deliverance.
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First, God humbles Job, then, He honors him.
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Of course, Job did not understand all that was
going on in terms of the spiritual realm.
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Job did not comprehend all the spiritual battleg
between God and His rebellious angel, Satan.
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Job’s friends were against him and accused hi
of being a hypocrite.
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Job’s circumstances were against him and he
lost everything.
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Job’s wife was against him and she told him tg
curse God and die;
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and it appeared, on the surface, that God was
against Job,

IR - NRIE R - HELFREETEX -

for he had cried out to God for answers and
there was no reply;
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and, yet, Job endured.
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Satan was convinced that Job would not only
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crumble under pressure, but he would abandon

the faith altogether.
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It did not happen.

HLHAZIXRE o

b

m

D
(7]

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

To be sure, he questioned God'’s will;
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but Job could say, “Though He slay me, | will
hope in Him.”
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Job was so sure of God’s perfect justice that he

argued with Him;
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but, even when Job did not understand all that
God was doing, he trusted Him anyway.
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If you are going through a tough time now and
you know that you had no hand in making the
bed in which you’re laying,
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you may be questioning God.
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Your friends, perhaps, have turned against you.
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Your family does not understand.
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Your circumstances are working against you.
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Oh, but remember this:
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God has a higher purpose in your suffering.
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God never wastes suffering on His saints.
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Just as Job met God on the other end of his
suffering in a new and deeper way, so will God
meet with you.
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Just as God brought a double blessing on Job,
He is preparing a double blessing for you.
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| know what some of you are thinking.
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“But, if God is so merciful, why did He permit
Job to go through this?
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Why did He not just stop it from happening?
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Why did God not say, ‘No’ to Satan?
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God knew what was going to happen.”
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The bottom line answer is that my finite mind

cannot comprehend or fathom all that God does
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but | know this:
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God was glorified and Job was purified throug
the process.
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The same thing is true in the difficulties that
you are facing or going through right now.
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On the other end of it, God is going to be
glorified and you are going to be purified and
blessed, if you endure.
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When you feel yourself in the fiery furnace, jus

remember God’s loving hand is on the
thermostat.
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Job said, in 23:10, “When He has tried me, |
shall come forth as gold.”
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Satan wants you to be impatient with God.
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Satan wants to use your impatience as a
weapon.

“thidlE

%)

-

-

~—+

R AR R A AR AR B XA

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

When Satan attacks us, it is to get us to be
impatient and go ahead of the Lord and lose
God’s blessings in the process;
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but God’s answer is, “My grace is sufficient.”
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Abraham got impatient and ended up with
Ishmael.
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Peter’s impatience almost made a murderer out
of him.
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“When you are weak, I’'m strong in your
weakness.”
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God will turn Satan’s weapon into a tool for
building up your spiritual life.
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When Satan turns up the heat, run to God and
He will immediately refresh you.
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When the plowing gets painful, remind yourself
that the Day of the Harvest is coming.
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When you don’t see immediate fruit, remind
yourself that God'’s timing is perfect.
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Verse 12 might not seem to be relevant to the
subject of endurance and patience, but it is.
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Listen to it.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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If you are an enduring person whose complets
trust is in God, your basic character requires
only a few words.
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The person who must use many words,
including oaths, is not a person who is fully
resting in God;
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nor is he sure of himself, so he swears to mak
up for his troubled spirit.
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A friend used to say to me, “Let God be your
Defender, and He will do a much better job;”
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and | heed that advice.
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Remember when Peter was taking an oath in
the court of Caiaphas in front of a slave girl,
denying his Master and his Friend, Jesus?
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He was giving evidence that his character
needed some more work.
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When a person of integrity is confronted about
wrong-doing, he or she will admit to it,
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and ask for forgiveness and move on.
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A man who'’s lacking in integrity will lie and
swear that he’s telling the truth.
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My listening friends, let your "yea" be "yea"
and your "nay" be "nay,"
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because everything you suffered will be
restored to you in the Day of the Harvest.
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Your blessings will be multiplied beyond your
expectation.
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It is my prayer that you will become an
enduring believer.
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Until next time, we wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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