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Welcome, our listening friends, to this
broadcast.
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This is the second from the last of the series of
messages from the Epistle of James;
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and, in this message and the next, we’ll be
discussing the twelfth step in growing up.
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Recently, a simple item was reported in
newspapers of a large city in the United States.
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It announced that a certain prayer meeting that
was held at noontime for the past one hundred
and three years had been shut down.
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Probably most people, when they read this item,
they couldn’t understand the significance of it.
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Even most Christians today, for whatever

reason, they seem to have lost their confidence
in the power of prayer.
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It is not surprising, therefore, that James, in hig
final and most important step in the twelve-step

program toward spiritual growth, uses the
power of prayer.
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James, himself, was known as a man of prayer.
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Legend has it that he spent so much time on his
knees, that they became so callused and they
called him "camel knees."
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When Peter was miraculously delivered from
the prison in Acts 12:17,
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he made a point of saying, “Go tell James and
the brothers.”
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Peter knew that James was interceding for him
in prayer,
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and Peter wanted him to know that his prayers
were answered.

IRAFELEHE R AIE » A B ENT -

Given James’ conviction about the power of
prayer, it is not surprising that he chooses to
conclude his Letter with the exhortation to pray;
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and he gives us, basically, four things about the
power of prayer.
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Chapter 5, verses 13 to 20.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IFTIME PERMITS.
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Let us look at these four things.
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Number one,
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in verse 13,
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we are to pray in and out of tough times.
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Second,
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verses 14 and 15,
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we are to pray for others.
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verses 16 to 18,
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he tells us that prayer releases the power of G
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Fourth,
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verses 19 and 20,
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we must pray for faithfulness.
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Let’s look at the first one,
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verse 13 of Chapter 5.
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He said the following:
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Very often, it is only during tough times that
people pray.
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Very often, it is only when we come to the end
of ourselves that we sink to our knees.
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James is saying that’s okay to pray during
tough times.
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In fact, that’s exactly what you should do.
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The one thing you must not do is withdraw
fellowship from the Father when you are going
through a difficult spot in life.
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Tell your Father to help you through the tough
times in life.
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| have known people who would do the
opposite.
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| have known people that, when they face a
crisis or if they suffer because their prayers
were not answered, the distance between them
and the Lord widens.
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They do not pray fervently.
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They can hardly bring themselves to talk to
God,
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as if they have convinced themselves that they
can avoid God.
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Why do some Christians do this?
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Two pOSS|b|I|t|es:
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many people have the wrong concept of

suffering.
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They believe that they are experiencing tough
times because God is angry with them.
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Just as children try to avoid their parents when
they know that they are disobedient,
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so do some believers try to run away from Gog
because they think they made Him angry.
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When they need Him the most, they stay away
from Him.
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The second possibility is this:
B TR -

many people refuse to pray in difficult

circumstances because they are angry at God|
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They blame Him for the loss of a loved one.
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They blame Him for their financial problems.
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They blame Him for failure at school,
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and they want nothing to do with God.
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Why?
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Because they blame Him for ruining their lives
and, oh, what a good excuse to not
communicate with God;
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and that's what the devil loves the most,
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because once he gets you to convince yourse
that God does not love you, he has got you in
his hands;
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but mature Christians do not let anything come
between them and their Lord.
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Growing Christians do not let their communion
with God be affected by the circumstances of
life.
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In Acts 16, Paul and Silas get beaten up in
Philippi.
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Does the Bible say that they were moaning and
moping and complaining and they were angry
with God?

E4E FARAN - MAERIEN » [HR
She 2

Does the Bible say that they were saying to

God, “Lord, why? We're preaching the Gospel
and why have we ended up in prison?”
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Is that what the Bible said?
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No.
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In fact, their attitude should be that of every
spiritually mature Christian.
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Their attitude was that it doesn’t matter what
the world does to us;
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our joy and communion with the Lord will not
be affected.
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Far from complaining and moping and moaning,
they were singing songs of joy.
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They were clinging to the Lord in tough times;
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and clinging to the Lord in tough times gives
you three advantages.

TEEMER ST £ = KL -
First, it will prevent loneliness.

IRANZ AN o

Secondly, it will remind you that God is in
control.
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Thirdly, it will help you to see things from
God'’s perspective.
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Let me tell you a true story.
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In 1924, there were two British mountain
climbers by the name of Mallory and Irvine.
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They were members of an expedition that set
out to conquer Mount Everest.
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Both were lost, and, after the failure of the
expedition, the party returned home to Englan
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Addressing a meeting in London, one of the
survivors described the ill-fated venture;
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then, he turned to a huge photograph of Mount

Everest mounted on the wall behind him and
said the following,
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“Everest,
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we tried to conquer you once,
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but you overpowered us.
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We tried to conquer you a second time,
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but, again, you were too much for us;
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but, Everest, | want you to know that we are
going to conquer you, for you cannot grow any
bigger and we can.”
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Now, my friend, your afflictions can never

grow bigger.
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Certainly, they can never grow bigger than Go
allows them;
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but, by the grace of God, we can grow bigger.
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By the power of prayer, we can grow bigger
than our afflictions.
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Isaiah tells us that those who hope in the Lord
will renew strength.
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You can speak to your Everest, whatever your
Everest may be.
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You can tell whatever problem you are facing

right now that it cannot grow bigger, but you
can;
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and you can do so as you lay hold of God’s
power.
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"Have we trials and temptations?
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Is there trouble anywhere?
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We should never be discouraged.
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Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Can we find a friend so faithful?
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Who will all our sorrows share?
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Jesus knows our every weakness.
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Take it to the Lord in prayer."
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Then, James said if you are going through good
times and God blessed you,
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if you are experiencing joy,
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then, fill your mouth with the songs of praise
and thanksgiving.
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Make melody to God.
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Don't feel guilty about being on top of the
mountains.
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Don't let your communication with God suffer
because you think you don’t need Him right
now;
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so, pray in and out of tough times.
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pray for others.
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Verses 14 and 15.
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Prayer has a specific purpose.
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One of these purposes is to deal with diseases.
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Verse 14.
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the sick person here, presumably, is too sick t
join church,
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so he must call the elders to anoint him with ol
and pray over him.
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In James’ day, the oil was used as a medicine
and was used by doctors,
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because God heals through doctors and
medicine.
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Oil also is a symbol of the Holy Spirit,
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and that is why the elders’ use of oil signifies
their acknowledgement of the operation of the
Holy Spirit in healing.
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The church leaders are to offer up their prayers
of faith.
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Verse 15.
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It is the faith of the elders, here, not the faith
the sick person, that James is talking about.
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| have heard people erroneously say to the sick

person who is not healed that he or she does not
have enough faith to be healed.
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That is wrong.
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James says nothing about the faith of the
afflicted.
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James refers only to the faith of those who are
praying for the ill person.
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Now, please don’t misunderstand me.
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There are many times we have read that Jesus
told some people after a miracle, “Your faith
healed you...”
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but, in this passage, at least, James is talking
about the elders’ prayer of faith.
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What is the prayer of faith?
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It is the elders’ believing prayer that the
sovereign God heals.
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The elders should be fully convinced that it is
God’s prerogative to heal, not theirs.
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Look at the last part of verse 15.
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It says if the sick person has committed sin,
they shall be forgiven him.
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Don't interpret this as a blanket statement that
all illnesses are a result of sin.
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Some illnesses are, but not all,
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and that is why James said, “...if the sick
person has committed a sin...”
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so, pray in and out of tough times.
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Secondly, pray for others.
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In the next broadcast, I’'m going to talk to you
about the third and the fourth importance of
prayer,;
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but, meanwhile, keep on praying.
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Until then, 1 wish you God’s richest blessing.
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