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Hello, listening friends.
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We welcome you to this last broadcast on the
series of messages from the Epistle of James.

SREMSBRINE BRI IR
W
In the last broadcast, | was talking to you abou

two important reasons for praying from the
Book of James.
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The first is praying in and out of tough times.
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The second is praying for others.
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Today, | want to talk to you about the prayer
that releases the power of God.
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Turn with me, please, to James, Chapter 5,
verse 16.
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Verse 16 gives us a guideline for the release g
the power of God in prayer:
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confessing your sins and praying for one
another.
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Now, some people interpret this to mean that
believers should get together and hang out the
dirty laundry so that everyone will know what
they've done.
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There is a place for accountability to other
believers, but going around telling everyone
about your sin will do two things.
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Number one,
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it will keep you focused on your sins; not on
God.
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Number two,
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the devil can use this to tempt you to get back
into sin;
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so, what is James saying?
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First, he is saying that we need to confess our
sins to God.
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John said, in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins,

he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
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Secondly, we must confess our sins to those
who have been affected by them.
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Thirdly, we must never confess sin beyond the
circle of the sin influence.
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Private sin requires private confession to the
individual who was wronged.
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Why is confessing our sins to God, and to thoge 39.

against whom we have sinned, critical for the
release of God’s power in prayer?
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| want to give you three things.
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Number one,
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unconfessed sin puts a barrier between us and
God.
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It puts a strain in our fellowship with the Fathey.
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Confession gets us close to Him.
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Secondly,
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confession forces us to realize that we can stajt
afresh.
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Confession prevents us from being bogged
down with guilt.
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It keeps us effective in what we do for God.
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Thirdly,
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confessing of our sins to God and those whorj
we have offended is essential for spiritual
growth;
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but there are also three things that tend to
prevent us from confession.
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Number one is pride.
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We never want to admit that we were wrong of
vulnerable.
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We equate confession with weakness.
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The second hindrance is fear.
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Fear keeps us timid, lest our confession will not
be met with adequate forgiveness,
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and the third hindrance is dishonesty.
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We just don’t want to admit to God, or to a
person that we wronged, that we have failed.
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Pride, fear and dishonesty—combined or a
single one of them—can keep us from

following the prescription for confession and
cleansing.
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Why is it essential that we confess and pray?
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In verse 16, it says, “...that you may be
healed.”
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Healing, here, is referring to mended
relationship with others.
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It is the healing of our walk and fellowship with
the Lord.
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Why is my prayer life powerless when | have
unconfessed sin?
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Look at the last part of verse 16.
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The effective prayer of a righteous person is
able to do much.
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When we properly harness the power of prayer,
it can do incredible things in our lives.
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In verses 17 and 18, James goes on to tell us

and give us an example of a man just like
ourselves,
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a man who knew how to harness the power of
prayer.
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This man knew what it meant that the prayer g
the righteous man can achieve much.
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Later, after this broadcast, let me suggest that
you read 1 Kings, Chapters 17 and 18,
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in order to see how this Prophet of God, Elijah),

learned to release the power of God in prayer.
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Let me give you a quick summary here.
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When the evil King Ahab and his equally evil
wife, Jezebel, ruled Israel,
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Elijah prayed that there would be no rain for
three and a half years,
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and so it was. For three and a half years, not
drop of rain fell.
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It was a national disaster,
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and God permitted this in order to teach that
evil King and evil Queen, and all those who

followed them into idol worship, that God is the

Lord and He cannot be mocked.
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After three and a half years of drought, Elijah

returned and challenged the false prophets of
Baal.
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The confrontation will show whose god is the
true God.
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At the top of Mount Carmel, Elijah summoned
four hundred and fifty priests and four hundred
prophets, and, with confidence in the God of
Israel, Elijah challenged them.
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He told them to build an altar for their god
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and offer a bull on the altar;
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and, if Baal heats up the sun and sends up fire,
takes your offering, then, Baal is God;
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and Elijah said, “...and I'll do the same to
Yahweh, my God,
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and if He sends fire to consume my offering,
then, He is God.”
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About nine o’clock in the morning, the
prophets of Baal started praying.
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A few hours later, they were wailing and
dancing and shouting and screaming;
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then, on high noon, there was no sign of smoke.
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Elijah, confident in Jehovah God, began to
mock them.
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He said, “You need to shout louder.
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Perhaps your god is in deep thought. Scream to
get his attention.
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He is probably just busy or traveling,
P IR > B AN IR T

or, probably, he’s asleep. You must wake him

up.
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As Elijah taunted them, they got themselves
whipped into a frenzy,
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shouting louder and slashing their wrists.
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Running around and around, they were
pleading for Baal to send fire, but Baal did not
have a spark.
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By 3:00 p.m., they fell on the ground in sheer
exhaustion.
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At that point, Elijah gets up.
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He quietly rebuilt the altar of the Lord, which
had fallen into disrepair from disuse,
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and he said, “Get four barrels of water and pot
them on the altar and the sacrifice.
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Dig trenches around the altar.
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Double the amount — eight barrels of water.
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Pour them in the trenches.
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Get everything soaking wet so that it would be
impossible to light fire.”
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Are you noticing Elijah’s faith in God’s word
was complete?
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His confidence was not in himself.
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He only knew too well of his own fears and
weaknesses,
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for later on, we see him discouraged and
despondent.
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Oh, but not this time.
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This time, Yahweh had spoken, and Yahweh is
not going to let him down.
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Let me ask you a question.
LEF AR — MR

How are you in the trusting area?
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Do you ask God for miracles
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and, then, spend every waking moment
removing the obstacles so that He can answer
your prayer?
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Do you ask God for supernatural intervention,
then, you try to make things easy for God?
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Not Elijah.
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He did none of that.
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He esteemed God too much to try to help Him.
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He knew that his God was totally powerful.
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He knew that if God said He would do
something, He would do it.
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Far from making it easy for God, he made it
triply difficult;
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then, he offered a quiet prayer.
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Read about it later in 1 Kings 18:36 and 37.
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He said, “O, Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and
Israel,
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let it be known today that you are God in Israe
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and that | am Your servant, and have done all
these things at Your command.
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Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that these
people will know that You, O Lord, are my
God,
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and that you are turning their hearts back
again...
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and, at that moment, a mega-bolt of fire flashe)
from the sky and ignited the animal sacrifice o
the altar.
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Even the water that was in the trenches
evaporated from the heat.
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“The Lord is God! The Lord is God!” shouted

all of the timid, frightened Israelites who were
waiting in the distance.
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Because sin had to be dealt with and cut off
from the land,

IR LA - LS AR BTER -
the prophets of Baal were slaughtered.
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Elijah then cautioned Ahab to head up for the
hills, for the rain is coming.
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What did Elijah do?
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He prayed again.
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Earlier, Elijah prayed for the rain to stop and it
stopped,;
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and, now, he is praying for rain to come.
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He prayed, fully expecting his prayer to be
answered
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now that the purpose of the drought had been
fulfilled and that the people returned to God;
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so, Elijah kept on sending his servant to bring
him a weather report.
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Six times, in fact, he went out and he looked at
the sky and he could not find a cloud in the sky.
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Do you think Elijah was discouraged?
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No.
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The first time,
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and the second time,
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and the third time.
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He sent him for a fourth time,
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and the fifth time,
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and the sixth time.

FINIR 0 DRSS S -

Now, by that time, Elijah would have given up,
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but no.
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This is the God of Heaven and earth that we are
talking about and He will keep His word,
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but He will do it in His time.
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Finally, the seventh time, the servant comes
back, reporting that there is a cloud the size of
man’s hand,
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and that’s all Elijah needed to hear.
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He said, "Okay, go out and get the umbrellas.’
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Elijah’s prayers were answered.
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Let me give you this advice.
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Pray the will of God.
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Pray the timing of God.
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Listen to what James is saying:
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Elijah was a human with the same nature as W
are.

CLFNE 5 Fef @ —FEPEIRHIA o

He was no better or worse than any of us who
know the Savior;
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yet, the Lord answered his prayers because hg
prayed according to the will of God.
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He trusted God. He believed God. He waited
upon God.
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Fourthly and finally, pray for faithfulness.
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Do you know someone who has wandered fro
the truth?
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Do you know someone who has wandered
away from the Word of God?
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Do you know someone who has drifted away
from fellowship with God?
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Do you know of a backsliding Christian?
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Pray for them.
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Don't give up on them,
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and seek to help turn them back.
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If you’re going to help an erring brother or
sister, you must have an attitude of love.
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Love does not mean you sweep the dirt under
the carpet.
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Where there is true love, there must be also
truth.
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Where there is truth, there is honest confession
of sin and cleansing of God;

TEE PR AT - N Zpk b m il dE > KL
73

and, when there is confession and cleansing,
there is answer to prayer.
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It is my urgent and fervent prayer
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that the Lord will bring each one of us to
understand how to release the power of God in
prayer;
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and, until we meet again, | wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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