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Hello, listening friends. We are delighted you
joined us again.
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We have begun a series of messages on the f
of the Spirit;
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and, in our last broadcast, we learned what it
means to be filled with the Holy Spirit.
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We learned that, when we are filled with the

Holy Spirit, our lives begin to manifest the fruit
of the Spirit.
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A list of the fruit is in the Scripture.
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Today, we are going to begin learning about th
first of this fruit, which is love.
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If I ask you which word in the English languags

is more abused, misused and wrongly overuse
than any other word, what would you say?
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The word is "love."
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It is misused probably more than any other
word.
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Let us examine this for a moment.
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| have met some parents who refuse to
discipline and train their children and they let
them run wild;
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and they say they do this because they love
their children.
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There are some husbands and wives who refuse
to be honest with each other and transparent
with each other, and they call that "love."
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Friends don’t speak the truth with each other

and call that "love."
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They say, “I just don’t want to hurt his
feelings.”
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They claim it is out of love that they do not
speak the truth to their friends.
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What kind of love is this?
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There are many churches that refuse to

condemn sin or call wrong "wrong," and they
call that "love."
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What kind of love is that?
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On the television and the movie screens, there

are all kinds of lusts and selfishness, all
presented to us as "love."
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In July of '99, the city of Berlin in Germany,
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1.5 million young people from all over the
world came to that city to what they called
"love festival."
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When the organizers were interviewed by a
BBC correspondent, he was asked,
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“Would it not be more accurate to call it ‘lust
festival'?”
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The organizer replied, “That is what it is, but
calling it ‘love festival’ sounds much better.”
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| can tell you that, probably, there was never &
time, since the time of the early church, when

the concept of love has been more confused
than our time.
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I must admit, I've lost a lot of sleep over this
ISsue.
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Our world is thoroughly confused;
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yet, in the midst of this utter distortion and
complete disfiguring of the real meaning of thg
beautiful word,
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we are under obligation not only to restore the
real meaning of the word, but to practice it.
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Some cynics define "love" as what happens
between a man and a woman when they know
each other well.
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Another cynic said, “Love is temporary insanity
curable by marriage.”
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Now, | heard a story about a young man who
proposed to his girlfriend.
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As they sat together, looking over a beautiful
lake, he said to her,
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“Darling, | want you to know that | love you
more than anything else in the world.
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| want you to marry me.
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| am not wealthy and | am not rich.
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| don’t have a yacht or a Rolls Royce, like John
Brown,

HA R BRI WERE » 18 5710 kT
PR XA

but | do love you with all my heart.”
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His girlfriend thought for a moment, and, then,
she replied,
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“| love you with all my heart too, but tell me
more about Johnny Brown.”
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One of the most important challenges to
biblical love is how to practice it.
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First, we need to understand it and, then, we
need to practice it,
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because biblical love is the opposite of
everything the world calls "love;"
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and that is why it is listed first in this most
important among the fruit of the Spirit.
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Turn with me, now, to Galatians, Chapter 5,
verses 22 and 23.
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We heard this Scripture in the last broadcast,
but let us review it again.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Some writers have insisted that, in the context
of this passage, love is not only the first in the
list of the fruit of the Spirit,
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but it is synonymous with the fruit of the Spirit.
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Why?
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Because love encompasses all the other
characteristics in the fruit of the Spirit.
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Love, as the first fruit of the Spirit, is not
merely pleasant emotions,
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or a good feeling,

2EH 2 R RAF AR

but love, primarily, is self-giving.
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My listening friends, | want you to listen very
carefully to what I'm going to tell you, because)
| don’t want you to misunderstand.
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True biblical love is not accurately
demonstrated when everything is just going
wonderful.
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True and biblical love is not accurately
manifested in the times of plenty and
abundance.
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True biblical love is not accurately portrayed
when everything is brand new with the loved
one.
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True love can only be visible in the tough times
and in the testing times.
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True love can only be manifested in its fullness
during times of stress and strain in life.
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Let me ask you this:
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how can you truly demonstrate biblical love
when you have just fallen in love?
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True biblical love comes after a few years in
marriage --

EEFTHEENE » RIS LS A 2
Z 77k DR

what with diapers and bills and snoring and
sickness and balancing checkbooks and
pressures at work and loneliness at home.
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Those are the times when true love is
demonstrated.
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Some wives will tell you that their husbands are
courteous and thoughtful in public like he used
to be before they were married,
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but they are rude and selfish at home.
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Similarly, husbands say wives are gracious and
vivacious in the crowd, just like they were
before they were married,
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but they are moody and cold at home.
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Too often, when we are hurt by the loved one,
we want to inflict hurt back;
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but, if the first fruit of the Spirit is love, then
love says you do not render evil for evil.
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Romans 12:17 says, “Do not repay anyone ev

for evil, but be careful to do what is right in the
eyes of everybody.”
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For wives, that means that, when your husban

wrong you or disagree with you, you must
exhibit the first fruit of the Spirit, which is lev
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For husbands, that means that, when your wifg

wrongs you, you do not leave, but you exhibit
the first fruit of the Spirit, which is love.
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Love, as a fruit, can only be truly manifested
precisely at these hurtful times,
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at these angering times,
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at these irritating times.
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For parents, loving your teenager in the midst
of one of their raving and ranting times is truly
exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit.
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For children, loving your parents, when they

refuse to let you do what you want to do, is
truly manifesting the fruit of the Spirit.
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To all Christians, loving a Christian brother or
sister, when you know that they have deeply
wounded you,
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that is the real time when the first fruit of the
Spirit is manifested.
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For most Christians, when everything is going
well, they will tell you how much they love
God;
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but let them face a slight financial reversal, and
guess Who gets cut out of their budget?
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God,
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God Whom they say they love.
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They don’t stop purchasing one of the many
things they buy.
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No;
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but they stop giving their money to God,
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the One Whom they claim to love so much.
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So many years ago, someone came to talk to
me about tithing and offerings and giving.
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He said that he could not afford to give tithes

and offerings at that time because they were
purchasing a second apartment.
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| told him, “That was fine.
CEE . SRR e

You would have no argument with me.”
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He looked at me and said, “Are you serious?”
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| said, “I'm completely serious.
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You will have no argument with me, but don’t
tell me that you love God.”
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Let me tell you a story.
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In the Book of Acts, when Barnabas sold the
piece of land in Cyprus, which he owned, he

took the money and placed it all at the feet of
the Disciples.
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There were a couple in the church of Jerusalem
at that time who wanted synthetic sainthood.
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“Oh,” they thought, “If Barnabas can do it, wq
can do it, too...”
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so, they went out and they sold a piece of
property before they went to the Apostles,
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except they did one thing before they went to

the Apostles. They left a good portion of it at
home;
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so, when they placed it at the feet of the

Apostles and Peter said, “Is this the price of th
land?”

AT PR B CEER T OB > (A5 R

B X RS AT R 2

and they said, “Yes...”
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and Peter said, “Why did you have to lie to the)
Holy Spirit?”
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Here’s what he said to them.
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He said, “When you sold the land, was it not

yours?”
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They said, “Yes.”
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He said, “And when you sold it, was not the
money yours?”
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They said, “Yes.”
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He said, “You did not have to give it.”

WefF it = PRI LIRS HHY 7

My listening friends, are you listening carefully
to this?
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Because Peter said to the couple,
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“You have lied to the Holy Spirit of God...”
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and both of them dropped dead on the spot.
ARXF KIA(E L i METEH > By 7S o

You can read the story for yourself later.
You'll find it in the Bible in the Book of Acts,
Chapter 4, verse 36 to Chapter 5, verse 5.
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Now, you cannot say that you love God when
you keep Him out of your pocketbook,
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because God Himself said, in Matthew 6:21,
"Where your money is, there is your love."
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| know it says "heart" in the Bible, but that’s
really what He meant.
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Where your money is, that's where your love is.
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Loving God can only be manifested when you
make an offering of money to God first, not cut
Him out and make Him last.
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| want to tell you something from personal
experience.
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Biblical love is a challenge to end all
challenges.
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More than temptations and more than anything

else, biblical love is the challenge that ends all
challenges;
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and that is precisely why we talk about it much,
but we understand it little.
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?N? don't take it seriously and we practice it
ittle,
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because it is such a challenge that we don't
comprehend it.
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The world tells us that we have the right to
react any way we want to the evil that is done
to us and, if necessary, get even;
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but I've noticed that we are running out of time
and will have to stop.
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We will learn more about this challenge of love
in the next broadcast.
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We will discover what biblical love is and

where each of us gets the power to produce this
spiritual fruit.
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Until then, 1 wish you God’s richest blessing.
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