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Hello, listening friends. We are glad you've
joined us in this broadcast.

R » IREF » IR E 4 AIRBEST Bedi 145
KHTTH
If you have been listening to these series of

messages on the fruit of the Spirit, you will
remember that we were talking about love.
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We ended our last broadcast with the challeng

that is presented by the concept of true, biblica
love.
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Biblical love is a challenge to end all
challenges.
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What | am telling you comes from personal
experience.
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More than temptation, and more than anything
else, biblical love is the challenge that ends all
challenges.
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Why?
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Because we have a hard time comprehending
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As we said in our last broadcast, the world tell
us that we have the right to react as we want t
evil that is done to us and, if necessary, get
even.
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Let me tell you how God reacted.
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When God said “I love you,”
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He did not say, “I love you only if it is
convenient for Me.”
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He did not say, “I love you if it only costs Me
nothing.”
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He did not say, “I love you only if you are
good.”
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He did not say, “I love you only if you try
harder.”
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No!
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When God said, “I love you,”
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He took all that is precious to Him,
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He took all that is dear to Him,
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He took all that is of value to Him,
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He took all that is most beautiful to Him and
gave it all up and gave it away.
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When He said, “I love you,” He was not only
willing to pay the price. He paid the price.
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Don’t ever think that "love" is a cheap word.
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When God said “I love you,” He was saying th
following:

R CFRZ AR AIEE - HhSERR R
“I love you all of the time.”
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“l love you under all conditions.”
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“l love you when you are rebellious.”
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“l love you when you are obedient.”
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“l loved you when you turned your back on
Me.”
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“l loved you when you ignored Me.”
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“l loved you when you kept Me out of your
life’s plan.”
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“l loved you when there was nothing in you tq
deserve My love.”
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You see, love is a choice, not just feelings.
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When a couple is getting ready to get married
and they come to me with their heads in the
clouds and they say, “We are feeling in love
with each other,” | try to bring them back to
reality.
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| tell them that love is a choice.
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You choose to love that person when your
feeling says, "Get out in a huff and slam the
door as hard as you can."
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Love is a choice.
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It's not just a feeling.
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You choose to love the person who cuts in front
of you in the traffic,
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even though your feelings say, "Get out and
punch him in the face."”
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God's love says, "Love the offending driver."
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You choose to love the person who unfairly and
unjustly criticizes you
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when your feelings say, "Give him a piece of

your mind."
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You choose to love the family member, or the
church member, who disappoints you again and
again when your feelings say, "Give them up."
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You choose to love that co-worker who is
trying to make himself or herself look good at

your expense when your feelings say, "Get
them back."
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| want to tell you something from personal
experience.
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There was a time when someone questioned my
integrity.
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| would be very angry and | want to attack them;
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but, now, | choose to send them a love letter.
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You may ask, “Why did you change?”
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| want to tell you something very important.
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Before you can make that choice, you have to
have the power to make the choice.
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| don’t think the choice is easily made, even if
you wanted to.
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This power will not come from self-
determination. | tried that and failed.
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That power will not come from strong desires
to love. |did that and failed.
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That power will not come from sheer
willingness to love. | tried that and failed.
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The Apostle Paul says that love is a fruit,
HERD U - BRI RT

and the fruit will manifest itself if the branch is
tied into the tree.
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The good tree that produces good fruit is that
the Spirit-filled life.
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You might remember that, in the beginning of
this series of broadcasts, | told you that there
were two things that would keep you from the
Spirit-filled life.
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First, you are quenching the Holy Spirit by
refusing to obey His voice.
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When God is speaking to you and telling you t
serve and you say,” Yes, yes, yes; down the
road, when | have time...”
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you are quenching the Holy Spirit.
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Second, is when you grieve the Holy Spirit.
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You do that when you know what God’s Word
says and you refuse to obey His Word.

4 RBHBHRIE TS & 200 > IRENE T
TEAN G A -

Quenching the Holy Spirit and grieving the
Holy Spirit will keep you from living the Spirit-
filled life.
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If you do not live the Spirit-filled life, you are
not able to produce the fruit of the Spirit.
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Listen carefully to what | am going to tell you.
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There is no way on God’s earth that, with my
own strength and power, | can love someone
more than myself.
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| might say that | do, or even try to fake it; but,

deep down, | don’t have the will power to do it
at all;
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and here’s the news | have for you: neither can
oul!
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Only when | come daily to the all-powerful
Almighty, and empty myself of myself,
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empty myself of my ambitions,
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empty myself of my desire,
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empty myself of my wants,
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empty myself of my greed,
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and | say to the Holy Spirit of God, “Take this
empty container and fill it today.
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Fill it with Your presence.
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Fill it with Your power,
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Fill it with Your strength...”
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then, and only then, can | bear the fruit of
loving someone else.
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Only then, can | love someone, even if | know
that they have insulted me.
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Only then, can | love someone, even if | know
they rejected me.
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Only then, can | love someone, even if | know
they despise me.
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Only then, can | love someone, even if | know
they habitually criticize me,
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Do you know why?
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because | no longer love that person; but the
Lord Jesus Christ is loving them through me.
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| have nothing to do with it.
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I’'m only a conduit, or a channel.
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That's it;

{BETE. °

and the way to get me out of the way is to be
filled with the Spirit of God so that | can bear
the fruit, the fruit of the Spirit.
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Being Spirit-filled and bearing fruit is an exact
science, as horticulture is a science.
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You bear fruit, if the tree is good and the soll ig
good;
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but you also have to cultivate the tree in order
that good fruit might be produced.
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How do you do that?
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By pulling weeds,
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by cutting out useless branches,
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by cutting out the dead branches,
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by fertilizing and watering.
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All of these are very painful, and are not easy;
but they are necessary for the tree to bear good
fruit.
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Cultivation by itself does not bear fruit, but it
helps the fruit to be manifested.

AR EREETN IR - NRedstiRT > H
APTRTKEE -

In the same way, stressful times, tough times,
testing times, hard times, bad times, in
themselves, will not produce the fruit of the
Spirit;
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but they will give you an opportunity to
manifest the fruit of the Spirit.
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None of us can manifest the fruit of love and
forgiveness unless your heart is absolutely
filled with gratitude and thanksgiving to God
for His love and His forgiveness toward you.
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My listening friends, | want you to listen to me
very carefully. | don’t want you to
misunderstand me.
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If you are a person who does not see your sin
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of that,
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you will not be able to love and forgive others.
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If you think that God loves you and forgives
you because you are refined or sophisticated (
urbane, or debonair,
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if you think that God loves you because of whg
you are,
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then, you are going to have a hard time loving

and forgiving other people.
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It is only when you come in brokenness and
humility and confession and repentance that w
are saved.
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Let me give you an exercise.
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It is an exercise that | personally go through.
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The next time you meet a particularly repulsivd
individual, and all of your self-righteousness
wells up within you, and you are ready to
scream at him,
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take a moment and look up to Heaven,
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and remember that you were just as repulsive
not more repulsive, to God,
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but He loved you and forgave you;

HRER > B 118

as
repulsive to God, and, yet, He loves you despite
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then, ask Him to help you to love that person
through you.
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| want to tell you this, and, then, we will
conclude this message on love.
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A story that’s told of a chaplain traveling on a
train,
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and next to him was a young man in his late
twenties.
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The young man was obviously agitated and
anxious.
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The chaplain gently engaged him in
conversation.

AT PR A de SR 222 A e

The young man revealed who he was, and that
he came from a small town where his family
was well known.
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He said that he had just been released from
prison.
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He came from a well known, prominent, godly
family, and he explained how his crime has
brought shame to his family name.
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They never visited him while he was in prison.
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They never wrote to him while he was in prison
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and he was not sure if they still loved him and
if they had forgiven him;
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so, he wrote them a letter, asking them to put
up a signal when the train passes their farm,
which was on the outskirts of town.
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The signal was this:
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if they had forgiven him and would accept him

at home, they were to tie a white ribbon on theg
big apple tree near the tracks.
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If they did not want him back, they were to do
nothing; and he would understand and would
not get off the train.
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Near his hometown, he became very anxious,

fearing there would be no ribbons on the big
apple tree.
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He was so apprehensive that he could not even

look out the window.
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His traveling companion offered to look for
him and relay to him if he could see the white
ribbon or not.
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A few minutes later, the chaplain put his hand

on this young criminal, and whispered in a
broken voice,
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“There is no white ribbon on the big tree..."
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but, before the young man could react, the man
continued,
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“but there are white ribbons all over every trege,
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and every telephone pole,
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and everywhere you look.”
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The chaplain later said, “I felt like | had
witnessed a miracle.”
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My precious friend, | want to tell you, there is
always something miraculous about deep,
abiding love that transcends trouble.
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The power for that kind of love can only come
from God.
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Is there somebody that you need to forgive
today?
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Have you lost your peace because you have
unforgiveness in your heart?
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Do not let this day go by without making that

phone call, or going to that person, and forgive
them.
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In the next broadcast, we will begin to learn
about another fruit of the Spirit, which is joy,
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joy which comes from forgiving.
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Until then, 1 wish you God'’s richest blessing.
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