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Hello, listening friends. What a joy it is to
know that you are there, hearing this program;
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and we have been going through a series of
messages on the fruit of the Spirit.
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We began by explaining how stress is very
important to the manifestation of the fruit,
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and we looked at love and joy;
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and this is the third of the fruit of the Spiritych
it is peace.
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Have you ever found yourself in a situation
where you became envious of another person
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Even though you are content where you are;
you discover that an old friend has become
more successful than you are.
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What goes through your mind?
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Do you wish him ill?
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Do you hope he will fail?
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Does your attitude toward this person change?
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If that's what you do, do you know what is
happening to you?
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You have become infected with a deadly virus
called "envy,"
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and one of the serious symptoms of that virus
of envy is the loss of peace.
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In most cases, when that happens, you don’t

have sufficient antidotes to win the secret war
that will be with you for a long time.
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No wonder Proverbs 14:30 tells us,
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“A heart at peace gives life to the body, but
envy rots the bones.”
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For those of you tuned in into this broadcast for

the first time, we have begun a series of
messages on the fruit of the Spirit.
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So far, we have discussed love and joy;
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and, today, we come to peace.
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In fact, in Galatians 5, Paul lists jealousy and
envy as the works of the flesh.
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Let us read Galatians 5:19 to 21.
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As we saw before, works of the flesh are
working in the opposite direction of the fruit of
the Spirit;
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and that is why Paul goes on in verse 21 of
Chapter 5 of Galatians to say,
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“l warn you, as | did before, that those who

live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God.”
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Envy is like a virus.
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That virus causes you to resent people for whg
they have which you don’t have.
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A widely circulated magazine recently dubbed

the decade of the 90’s as the "age of
complainers.”
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Complaining is often the product of envy.
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Envy is not a virus that is exclusive to those
who don’t have anything --
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not necessarily.
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King Ahab of Israel had everything;
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but, when he could not get a tiny, little field

that belonged to a poor man by the name of
Naboth, he became sick with envy.
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He pouted and sulked until his wicked wife,
Queen Jezebel, plotted to kill the poor man,
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and took his field from him to satisfy her
wicked and envious husband.
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It is not only those people who have nothing
who are envious,
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but those who have everything.
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You will find the story in your Bible in 1 Kings
21:1to 24.
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There are some people who have everything
and, yet, they are envious;
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and, yet, | have known people who had very
little in terms of material possessions, and, yet,
they are contented and had the peace of God.
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Even though these people are poor, they rejoice
for the blessings of others.
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My listening friends, please listen to me
carefully.
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Envy has nothing to do with what you have.
AP RN e T 4 WHRAR -

Envy is an incapacitating virus.
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Envy is a dilapidating virus.
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Envy is like a cancer that causes men to regress
to childhood attitudes and expressions.
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Even a godly man like King David, when he

coveted and envied, he ended up committing
adultery and murder;
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and, until he repented, he lost his peace.
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You will find this story in 2 Samuel, Chapter
11.
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Envy always causes strife and loss of peace.
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Make no mistake about it.
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Write it down.
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In fact, the Greeks had a goddess named "Iris|"
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Let me tell you about her.
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Iris was the goddess who incited people into
strife that comes out of envy;
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and that is why the New Testament writers,
while they do not name this goddess by name
they constantly warned against strife that com
out of envy and jealousy.
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Why?

Lt 2

Because they knew that this was how you cou
lose your peace;
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but, then, there is another virus that infects so
many people;
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and it produces the same results as envy,
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which is the loss of peace.
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This virus is anxiety.
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Let me define anxiety for you.
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This is the way | am using the word in this
message.
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Anxiety is the preoccupation with the
unimportant things in life and the false

reasoning that, if those things are attended to,
life will be great.
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| want to repeat that.
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Anxiety is the preoccupation with the
unimportant things in life and the false

reasoning that, if those things are attended to,
life will be great.
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Let me tell you about Mary and Martha.
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Mary and Martha were sisters.
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Both loved the Lord Jesus.
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Both sought to please the Lord Jesus.
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Both were believers.
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In Luke, Chapter 10, verse 38, we read,
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“As Jesus and his disciples were on their way,
he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him...”
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yet, Martha became preoccupied with the
cooking of that perfect meal.
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| mean, it has to be perfect.
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She was preoccupied with the spotless house—
that immaculate appearance.
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Everything had to be done just right.
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Verse 40 of Luke 10,
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“But Martha was distracted by all the
preparations that had to be made...”
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The world is searching so hard for the peace of
God.
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The word "peace" is often used by many people, 95.

but few truly find it;
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yet, peace is the rightful inheritance of every
believer in Jesus Christ.
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The whole world is looking for peace that

passes understanding, and, yet, that peace can
only be found in Jesus Christ.
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The world is desperately looking for peace, buf
only those who truly follow Jesus will have it.
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God gave it to His children through His Son;
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but the question is, why do God'’s people live a

life of anxiety and envy, just like the rest of the
world?
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This happens when they become preoccupied
with the unimportant things in life.
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Martha was preoccupied with the unimportant,
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while her sister Mary sought to spend time wit|
Jesus.
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She sat at His feet to learn from Him.
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Verse 39 of Luke 10:
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“She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet listening to what he said.”
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Martha’'s preoccupation with the unimportant

things caused her envy and anxiety and loss d
peace.
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| am sure some of you probably are saying,
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“What does a man know about cooking and
housekeeping?”
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They are time consuming,
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and | agree.
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This is true. Housekeeping work is time
consuming,
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but not if it is going to crowd Jesus out of your
life.
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Men who are being consumed with sports, or a
sixteen-hour workday, is understandable;
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but, if it is going to crowd Jesus out of your Jife
then, it is wrong.
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I’'m telling you that right now, on the authority
of the Word of God.
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Jesus said,
I8R5 »
“l am the vine and you are the branches.
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If a man remains in me and | in him,
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he will bear much fruit;
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apart from me, you can do nothing.
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If anyone does not remain in me,
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he is like a branch that is thrown away and
withers;
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such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned.”
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Can you imagine Martha cooking up a storm,
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working frantically and getting more and more
frustrated with her sister?
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Can’t you see her looking at her sister out of
the corner of her eyes,
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watching her sitting there, learning from Jesus
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Can you imagine her kneading and scraping,
slaving over a hot oven,
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feeding the oven with wood and keeping the
fire going?
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Can’t you just see her with her teeth gritting sd
hard and her jaw was about to explode?
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Can’t you imagine her thinking, "This sister of
mine!
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She is insensitive!
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She doesn'’t care if Jesus would have a decen
meal or not.
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She doesn'’t care if Jesus sits on a clean floor
not.
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She doesn’t care about perfections and
appearances.
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Oh, this sister of mine! She’s just too spiritual
for her own good..."
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and Martha’s anxiety caused her a loss of peg
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and, finally, she lashed out at Jesus.
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"Jesus, say something to my sister!
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Tell her to do something useful!
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Drum some common sense into her.

ES 2N HONDE- Y SR

She is not a perfectionist, like me, and that’s
terrible, Jesus. Don’t you think?"
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Let me read to you verse 40 of Chapter 10 of
the Gospel of Luke.
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"...She came to Jesus and asked him, “Lord,

don’t you care that my sister has left me to do
the work by myself?
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Tell her to help me...”
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and | want to tell you more about Mary and
Martha.
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| want to tell you more about Martha’s loss of
peace,
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and | want to tell you about Jesus’ answer to
Martha'’s envious request;
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but, now, we have run out of time.
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Until we meet again,
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| wish you God'’s richest blessing.
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