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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you have tuned in to
continue listening to this series of messages.

R4 o IRBEAR ST Bl IX A R HIRY I
H o

If you have been following up our program, we
have been talking about fruit of the Spirit,
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and we will talk about kindness today;
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but, before | do that, | want to tell you
something very important.
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If you have watched any of the television
commercials, you will agree with me that the

advertising industry is appealing more and
more to human selfishness.
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There is hardly a product, today, that is not

advertised with an appeal to human selfishneg
and not need,
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whether it is this cream, or that shampoo, or
this soap, or whatever it is.
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The idea is you are not important if you don’t
buy this product,
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or, you are not going to be happy unless you try
this or that product.
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“This product may cost you more, but you
deserve the best,” they say.
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“You have worked hard for this or that;
therefore, go and get it.”
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Whether you need it or not, that is beside the
issue.
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Now, for those of you who are listening for the
first time, we have been looking at the fruit of
the Spirit.
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We have discussed how, when you are filled
daily with the Holy Spirit of God, you can
manifest a fruit of the Spirit.
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These are not your fruit.
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It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit in you.
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We learned, first of all, the contrast between the
works of the flesh, in the plural, and the fruit of
the Spirit, in the singular.
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Why is that?
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Because the works of the flesh are many, and
they cause a division in the mind.
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They cause a division in the heart.
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They cause the heart and the mind to be at w4
with each other;
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but the fruit of the Spirit is one, because it
unites the whole person under the lordship of
Jesus Christ;
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and, then, we began to look at the fruit of the
Spirit, one-by-one:
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love,
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joy,
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peace,
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patience,
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and, as | said, today, we will talk about
kindness.
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There are certain types of noxious weeds that
specialize in choking off the fruit of the Spirit.
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If there is a specific type of weed that chokes 4
specific fruit of the Spirit, what do you think
chokes the fruit of kindness?
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Selfishness and pride are specialists in chokin
the fruit of kindness.
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In fact, selfishness is the daughter of pride.
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Please listen carefully to what | am going to te
you.
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For a person to be selfish, he or she has to feg

that he or she has the right to be selfish.
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| want you to distinguish in your mind the
difference between the occasional feelings of
selfishness, and real selfishness.
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The occasional selfishness is when you are

preoccupied, or tired. You can become self-
focused.
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When we are emotionally drained or spiritually
drained, we don't feel like showing kindness;
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but that’s different from selfish people.
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Selfish people know and believe that they have

the right to be selfish.
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There is an example of this kind of person in
the third Epistle of John.
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In 3 John 1:9, the Bible tells us,
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“l wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who
loves to be first, will have nothing to do with
us.”
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The right to be selfish is easily bestowed upon

the selfish people by pride.
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Selfish people feel that they have every reason
to seek their own pleasure.
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They feel that they have every right to look out
for themselves.
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They feel justified in vigorously pursuing their
desires.
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They consider no cost too high for the pursuit
of their pleasure;
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and, as | began telling you, that the advertising
industry is using this selfishness
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in order to appeal to millions of people to buy
their products.
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All of this, of course, is creating a gigantic
problem in our world.
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Can you guess what it is?
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It is choking off true kindness.
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The same Epistle of John gives us an example

of a man who demonstrates true kindness.
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Let us read it to you.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
3JOHN 1:5-8, IFTIME PERMITS.
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My listening friends, give your close attention
to this.
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| am going to tell you something very important

based on the Word of God.
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Either kindness will conquer selfishness, or,
selfishness will choke off kindness.
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The two cannot co-exist.
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Listen again to what John said in the third
Epistle, verse 11.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Let me tell you a humorous story to illustrate
how people in the West are more kind to
animals than to people.
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There was a traveler who was caught in
dreadful storm.
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The storm grew so violent that he could not
keep on driving his car.
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It was dark and the rain was coming down in
sheets.
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There were high winds blowing and visibility
was almost zero.
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The driver looked at his dog who was sitting in
the front with him.
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He said, “This is a bad one, doggie...”
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and the dog went everywhere with the owner.
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No sooner had the man said to his dog these
words when he spotted a small motel by the
side of the road, right in the middle of nowhere.
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“What luck,” he thought, as he drove to the
front office and he walked there with his dog.
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He said, “I would like a room for the night,

please.”
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“Sorry sir,” said the man at the desk, “we are
all filled up.”
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The traveler said, “Well, | can sleep on this
couch here and pay for a room.”
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The owner said, “No, no, no. This is where |
sleep.”
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The man pleaded, “But there is a terrible storn
out there, and | have no place to go. Please Ig
me stay.”
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The man at the front desk shrugged, and the
traveler turned to leave;
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and, as he was leaving, the owner stopped hin
before he got out the door.
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He said, “Just a minute, Mister.

flliyd - “SESF 0 e e

Leave that pup here.
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| wouldn’t turn a dog out on a night like this.”
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That man was kinder to animals than he was t
people.
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Biblical kindness is not looked upon kindly by
many people.
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They feel that kindness carries a cost, and the
are not prepared to pay.
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They say kindness is too time-consuming.
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Kindness is too demanding.
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Kindness interferes with our plans.
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Kindness interferes with our privacy.
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Kindness interferes with our self-indulgence.
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There are many people who see people only g
objects.
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No wonder we are in the moral mess that we
are in today;
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but the Spirit-filled life, says the Scripture, is
far from seeing kindness as inconvenience;
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but, rather, as part of the only real fruit that is
produced in the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Far from seeing kindness as a distraction,
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it is one of the visible evidences of the Spirit-
filled life.
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Far from seeing kindness as an old-fashioned

characteristic that does not belong to the
twenty-first century,
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it is the basic necessity to the Christian life.
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97. You have to ask yourself a question as we go
through these messages.
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98. As we live in these last days,
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99. days in which we face more and more hostility,
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1. are we ready to imitate our heavenly Father and
His characteristics,
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2. for don't forget -- the fruit of the Spirit
represents the characteristics of God,
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3. or, are we ready to imitate the enemy of God
and his works of the flesh?
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4. Listen to 3 John 11 again.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Kindness is the characteristic of God.
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It is out of His kindness that God made a
covenant with Israel.
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It is out of His kindness that God kept His side
of the covenant, despite their disobedience an
blatant rebellion.
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He kept the covenant when they cursed Him.
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He kept the covenant when they hated Him.
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He kept the covenant when they turned their
backs on God.
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It is out of God’s kindness that He left the
splendor of Heaven, and the majesty of glory,
and became a man.
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It is of His kindness that, though perfect in

every way, and, yet, He hung on a criminal

cross to pay for the wages of the sins of all wh
believe in Him.
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It is of His kindness that He does not judge us
as we deserve.
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It is of His kindness that He accepts repentant
sinners,
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those who shook their fists at Him,
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or even those who hated God.
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When they repent of their sins and turn to Jesl
Christ as their Savior,
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He receives them, and He does not call them
anything but sons and daughters.
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That is what He does.
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That is the kindness of God.
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Do you want to be like your heavenly Father?
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You can do that today.

14 Rk AT DUXAEAL -

Ypu can say, “Lord Jesus Christ, | repent of my
sins.
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| receive You into my life as my only Savior
and Lord.
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Accept me as one of your children.
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In Your name | pray.
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Amen.”
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Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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