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Hello, listening friends.
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It is a delight and pleasure for us to join you
again today.
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We have begun talking about the fruit of
goodness;
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and | mentioned that, of all the fruit of the
Spirit, goodness and generosity is the one fruit
which seemed to be more exclusively, more
uniquely, an attribute of God.
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Goodness is Who God is.
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Think with me for a minute.
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If there is an innocent man crucified, we would
say, “Wow, isn’t that incredible...”
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but, when God dies on a cross for you and for
me, that is incomprehensible generosity.
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God, Who left the glories of Heaven,
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God, Who was there before the creation of the
world,
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and, yet, out of generosity, He left it all.
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He took off His glory like a robe.
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He came down as an embryo in a virgin’'s
womb,

flf it IE] > g — P ab IR RG L
lived as a poor man,
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healed the sick without charge,
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raised the dead,
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filled the hungry,
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and, then, He hung on a cross like a criminal in
order to satisfy the justice of God.
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Why?
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So that whosoever comes to Him, believing,

repenting and turning to Him, will be eternally
saved from Hell to Heaven.
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That is the generosity of God that flows out of
the goodness of the heart of God.
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Please listen carefully.
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We become like those with whom we spend
time with;
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and, when you spend time with God, you will
reflect the character of God.
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When you spend time with God, you will be
filled with God’s Holy Spirit on a daily basis.
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When you spend time with God, you will be
filled with goodness and generosity.
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Do you spend time with God?
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Do you spend as much time with God as you
spend watching television?
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If you don’t, why don’t you make a

commitment, today, to spend more time with
God every day?
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"Agathos" is generosity that is born of
goodness of character produced by the Holy
Spirit within us.
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That is Who God is.
BAT TR R e
We will continue in this broadcast to talk about
goodness and generosity.
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What | am going to tell you is very important.
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There are so many Christians who think that t
Christian life is a drag.
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There are some in the churches who think that
the Christian life is hard work.

HEHAZI R NI EER A B IR
{1y o

To some Christians, they think the Christian
life is a drudgery.
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Let me declare, as loud and as clear as | can,
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that this is not the Spirit-filled life.
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This is not the life of the Spirit of God.
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The Spirit-filled life is this:
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the closer you get to the flame of the Spirit, the

more joyful you’ll become.
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The Spirit-filled life is the closer you get to the
Spirit’s fire, the purer you'll become.
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The Spirit-filled life is the closer you get to the
Spirit’s light, the more glowing you'll become.
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The nearer you get to the Fountain, the more
overflowing you become.
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The closer you walk with Jesus, the more like
Him you will become.
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People will become like their leaders;
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and, when you live the Spirit-filled life, you
will become like your Leader.
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Do you want to bear the fruit of goodness and
generosity?
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Then, get filled of the Spirit of God on a daily
basis.
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Every day, empty yourself of yourself and your
own opinions, and say, “Holy Spirit of God, fill
me. Take over today.”
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Get to know the character of God on a daily
basis.
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Get used to talking to Him on a daily basis.
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Get used to hearing His voice on a daily basis.
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Martin Luther, the great German reformer, said,
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“Whoever knows that God is gracious to him
walks through life along the path of roses, eve
in tribulation; and, for him, the land flows with
milk and honey.”
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It is knowing that God is so gracious to you,
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and it is your understanding, comprehending,
appreciating and responding to that
graciousness of God,
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that will fill your spirit with life.
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There is a common, psychological disorder in
children which is called "attention deficit
disorder.”
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Those who have this problem have difficulty
concentrating and focusing on the task at hang

FIXFREIIA > X T F LM H > MDA
fE o

| am convinced that the vast number of
Christians must have this problem,
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except | want to call this "spiritual attention
deficit disorder.”
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They cannot concentrate on prayer.
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They cannot concentrate on Bible study.
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They cannot concentrate on serving
consistently.

TLEIR I — R S 2 -

They cannot concentrate on ministering
faithfully.
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Why?
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Like that child with that particular disorder,
they are fighting too many biological and
learned forces that easily distract them.
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To be sure, we are fighting many things.
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We have to fight fallen-nature distraction,.
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We have to fight the devil-distraction.
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We have to fight a world-system distraction.
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We have to fight a television and media
distraction.
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There is only one way that you and | can
overcome these distractions.
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There is only one way you and | can develop
the character of God,
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and that way is by making time to be with Him
every single day.
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You may have to get up one hour earlier in the
morning.
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You may have to watch one hour less television.
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You may to have someone to hold you
accountable for spending time with God.
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Do whatever it takes to be filled daily so that

you can develop the fruit of goodness and
generosity.
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Let me tell you a story that is a telling storyt bu
it will demonstrate what | am trying to tell you.
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This is a true story that happened in the 50's i
a large city.
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A beggar stopped a well-dressed business ma
on the street in that large city, and asked the
business man for a small amount of money.
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Taking a good, long, hard look into the
beggar’'s unshaved face, the business man as
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“Don’t I know you from somewhere?
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Have | met you somewhere? Your face is
familiar.”
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The beggar said, “You should. | am your
former classmate. Remember our classroom,
and the teacher and so and so?”
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The business man’s face lit up with recognitior
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He said, “Why, Sam, of course! | know who
you are.”
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Without any further questions, the business
man pulled out his checkbook and wrote him 3
large check;
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and, then, he said to him, “Here. Take this. G
to the bank and get a new start.

SRIGRH » W > WCTIXAS » BIERAT L
B —VIEHTTE -

It doesn’t matter what happened in the past.
What is important is the future...”
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and, then, the beggar and the business man
went their own ways.
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Tears welled up in the beggar’s eyes as he
walked toward the bank nearby.

Z IR A K - HEBIRHT YT -

n 94,

n 95.

96.

Stopping at the bank, he peered through the
glass and he saw a well-dressed bank teller.
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He looked at the spotlessly clean interior and
the highly polished floor;
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and, then, he looked at his filthy rags and he
thought to himself, “I can’t go in there.
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97. They will not take this check from me.
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98. They will think | forged it.
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1. They will not give me that kind of money.”
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2. As he muttered these words to himself, he
turned away and left, jamming the check into
. his pocket.
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3. The next day, the two men happened to meet
again.
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4. The business man looked very surprised and he
said to him, he said, “Why Sam? Why didn’t
you cash the check?
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6. Did you drink it?”
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7.  “No,” said the beggar.
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8. As he pulled the check out of his dirty shirt
pocket and told his friend why he did not cash
the check,
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9. the business man looked him in the eye and

said,
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“Listen, my friend.
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What makes the check good is not your clothe
or your appearances, but my signature.

RIS AR IR
I -

Go and cash it.”
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Beloved listening friends, listen to me carefully.

SRR - AT Hes -

| want to tell you that there are many Christian
who are spiritually in rags.

LB AR » 77 2 HBIER L R B ARl
FEHY

Oh, they may be dressed well clothes-wise;
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but, spiritually, they are tattered and bedragglé
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They look at the fruit of the Spirit of love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control from
the outside and they say, “I cannot do that.”
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Just like that beggar.
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They read these words from Galatians, Chapte

5, verse 22, and they say, “That is
impossible....”
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like that beggar on the outside of the bank,
looking in and saying, “I can’t do that...”
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and the devil loves to see you in that defeated
mode.
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The devil loves to see you helpless in a state ¢
resignation;
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but here’s the Good News.
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God comes in through His Word and says,
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“It is not your spiritual rags that matter.
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It is not your effort that will help you.
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It is not your trying harder that will bless you.
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It is not your public image that you are trying to
project that will bless you and help you.
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No, no.”
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Listen to Galatians 5:24-25.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.

(ELf kP 55 24—257 )
God is telling us the following:
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“It is My strength that counts.
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It is identifying with Me that will give you
power.
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It is associating with Me and My Son, and
spending time with Me and My Word in prayer,
that will bless you with goodness and
overflowing generosity.”
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Galatians 5:16 says, “So | say, live by the Spirit,

and you will not gratify the desire of the sinful
nature.”
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God is saying to everyone of us, today,
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“I gave My Son.
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He died for you on the cross.

R EE TR L -

It is Jesus’ signature that counts.
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The Holy Spirit is your bank.
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Go and cash the check.”
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It is God the Father’s signature that counts.
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Will you do that today?
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It is my deep desire and prayer that you do.
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Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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