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Hello, listening friends.
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We are always glad that you tune in to this
program.
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In our last broadcast, | promised you that |
would describe the church of Laodicea,
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which we read about in the Book of Revelation.
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For those of you who are listening to our
broadcast for the first time,
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we are drawing close to the conclusion of a
series of messages about the fruit of the Spirit
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Today, we are discussing the fruit of
faithfulness.
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Last time, we started to discuss the example d

an unfaithful church,
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and, fortunately, this church, the church of
Laodicea, is a good example of how much
modern church has become.
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Laodicea is a church that has replaced
repentance with psychology.
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The Laodicean church is a church where

preachers preach sermons to make people feg

good, instead of being good.
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Laodicea is a church that was outwardly

successful.
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Laodicea is a church that, once, was a powerful
voice in society.
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Laodicea is a church that was most prosperous
among all of the Asian cities;
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and, yet, Laodicea is a church that was
unfaithful.
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The Laodicean church was established by
Epaphras.
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Let me tell you a thing or two about Laodicea,
the town.
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Laodicea had a vibrant economy.
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Their gross national product was off the chart.
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They had no inflation.
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The stock market was at all times high.
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The shining black wool and linen exports broke
all records.
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Their pharmaceutical industry was booming,
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especially an eye-salve factory that was
exporting all over the world.
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That is why God calls them "blind."”
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They were experts on eye salves.
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They produced it and sent it all over the world,
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but they were blind.
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They thought they were rich, but they were not.
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Their medical school trained the best doctors in

the whole world.
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In Laodicea was the banking center of the
world.
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In the midst of such prosperity, the Christians
grew unfaithful and spiritually proud.
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It was making God sick.
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He said that they were neither cold nor hot.
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He said to them they were lukewarm.
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Have you ever drank a lukewarm water?
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It makes you nauseous.
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You want to vomit,
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and that is what God is saying -- “You are
making me sick, because you are neither cold
nor hot.”
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In Revelation 3:20, God extends to them an
invitation to return back to be faithful to the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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He said to them, in verse 20 of Chapter 3 --
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often this passage is quoted as an evangelistic
endeavor that God is saying to the sinner, "I
want to come into your life..."
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but that is not what He means here.
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God is talking to the believers, here, in
Laodicea.
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He’s talking to Christians;
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but these are the words that were spoken to the
Christians in Laodicea who ceased to be
faithful.
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He is talking to Christians who got so busy with
their prosperity that they stopped going to
prayer meetings.
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He is talking to Christians who got so
comfortable in their lifestyle that they became
sporadic in their worship.
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He is talking to Christians who became so
entangled with God’s blessings that they forgot
the Blesser.
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He is talking to Christians who were so
preoccupied with their own reputation that they
refrained from witnessing to the lost.
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He is talking to Christians who were so caught

up in the political process that they
marginalized the truth and integrity.
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He is talking to Christians who were so busy in
church politics that they have left out of their

lives and out in the cold the One Who died for
the church.
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The Laodicean church was indifferent to the
invitation of Jesus, and, before long, it became
a shadow of its former glory.
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Laodicea is now the modern Turkish city of
Ismir.
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You can say it cannot happen now.
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Let me take you to England, and Scotland, ang
I'll show you the big cathedrals and the great
edifices that have no more than twelve people
on Sunday morning.
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Go to Germany, or Holland, or any of these
lands of the Reformation, and see what

unfaithfulness does to a people and to a churgh.
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Let me tell you, God moves on.
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He does not strive with us forever.
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| want to tell you two things about faithfulness
before | close.
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The first thing | want to tell you about
faithfulness is this:
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faithfulness in little things defines our charactsg
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If I ask husbands and wives, “Are you faithful

to each other?..,” most of you would say,
HYeS’H
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because you define faithfulness in the terms o
sexual fidelity;
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but faithfulness means more than that.
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Faithfulness in marriage means that you build
each other up, and not tear each other down.
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Faithfulness in marriage means that you
encourage each other, and not criticize each
other.
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Faithfulness in marriage means making
decisions that are for the other's highest good.
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Faithfulness is even deeper than that.
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Faithfulness means making decisions that may
be even disserving you, but serving your spouse
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| could continue at the list on and on.
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Faithfulness in little things means faithfulness
in big things.
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Faithfulness in little things defines our
character.
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Listen to what Jesus said in Luke 16:10.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ
THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether the boss is watching you or not.
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Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether you are appreciated or not.
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Faithfulness at work means you are faithful,
whether you are rewarded or not;
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and, the reason for that is because, first and
foremost, you work for God and He is your
boss.
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Someone once said,
AR
“By working faithfully eight hours a day, you

may eventually be a boss, and, then, work
twelve hours a day.”
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| often say that people who have the most
demanding bosses are those who work for
themselves.
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Faithfulness in small things defines our
character.
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Secondly,
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don’t let immmediate lack of rewards cloud your
vision for faithfulness.
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In the 90’s, where people got used to
companies making big profits,
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we have developed short-sightedness and los{
vision of the big picture.
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| personally shudder over what will happen to
society that only thinks in terms of the short-
picture.
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The loss of vision for the future is demoralizing
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When you lose vision of the big picture, you
lose a vision for God;
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but, in the work of God, you must think of the
long vision and the big picture, and keep them
in mind.
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Don't have short-sightedness when it comes t(
faithfulness.
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| read the following hypothetical scene in a
book recently.
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It said, “Imagine that you are traveling back in
time to first-century Jerusalem

e TR TR — et R HE s
%
in the days of the early church.
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As you walk along a busy street near the
Temple,
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you interview several of the people walking
along the street or working in the market.
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You pick the individuals to talk to them at
random,
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and you ask each of these typical Israelites a
few questions.
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"Who, of your generation, will likely be
remembered 2,000 years from now?"
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1. As part of the Roman Empire, they most likely
would say, "Nero;"
LA e T2 S EA -+ > KR AT EE
SEEW “BRE "

2. then, you ask the following question:
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3. "But what about those people known as
Christians?
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4. Do you expect that some people would
remember them or their leaders?"
TRINT AT 2R /R ATT > BCE AT TR 5
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5. These first-century Israelites may find it very

hard to contain their laughter.
X R — e i DLE A AR 2 DA
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In fact, their response might very well be a
snide remark, like, "Them?
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You've got to be kidding," they continue.
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"Those Christians are a bunch of nobodies.
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They don’t have any influence...;"
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then, they would conclude,
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"These Christians will hardly be remembered
next month, let alone 2,000 years from now..."
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then, you probe a little further.
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"Do you mean to tell me you have never heard
of Peter or Paul? Or what about Mary and
Martha?.."
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and the average Israelite man on the streets
would interrupt and say to you,
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"These folks are insignificant.
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The only thing | know about them is that their

leaders keep ending up in jail.
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Believe me, in 2,000 years, nobody will even

remember that they ever existed.”
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The author of this book concludes, “Here we
are, 2,000 years later,
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and the reality is we name our children Peter,
Paul, Mary and Martha,
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and many people name their dogs, Nero.”
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This is what | mean when | say you have to
have the big picture in mind.

BB > RN 1 AT I i (R

BHiEH -

You have to have a long vision.
TR ZAE R ALET -

This immediate gratification, that is so
engrained in our culture and cursing our
generation, has nothing to do with God.

G RIZDIHCRTER] » XS RAT
AR E > SOHFRATE A - 5
IR o

It has nothing to do with the faithfulness of God.
HIFHRE SEZAFHRK

Faithfulness goes on and on, whether you are
up or you are down.
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The ultimate reward of faithfulness is not really
your boss.
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The ultimate Rewarder of your faithfulness is
the Lord God, Himself,
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the God Who sees you when nobody else can,
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the God Who hears you when nobody else can,
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the God Who watches you when nobody else
can.
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He is the God Who rewards your faithfulness in
the open.
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Let me ask you this.
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It is a question | often pose to myself.
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It helps me keep short accounts.
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Am | faithful with God'’s resources?
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Am | faithful with the blessings that God has
given me?
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Am | faithful with God’s blessings of money?
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Am | faithful with God’s blessings of energy?
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Am | faithful with God’s blessing of time?
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Am | faithful with God’s blessings of talent?
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Am | faithful when no one else is knowing or
watching?
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It is my prayer that you would say, "Yes."
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Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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