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Hello, listening friends. We welcome you once
again.
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It is always a privilege for us to come to you
across the airwaves;
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and, it always makes us feel good when we g¢

letters from you, telling us how much these
broadcasts mean to you;

AHAENRRRAE W - X TEMRE %
RAEEBO » Al 12 2070

and we have been going through a series of
messages entitled, "The Fruit of the Spirit,"
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and we have been talking about meekness;
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and, in our last broadcast, we left Moses, Aarg
and Miriam in the tent meeting.
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Miriam and Aaron used rumor and misguided

criticism to try to take leadership away from
Moses.
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They were jealous of his leadership,
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and they were not honest in their criticism.
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Furthermore, they incited their people by
saying that Moses’ wife had dark skin and the
marriage was wrong;
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but Moses reacted with meekness, exercising
strength under control.
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Now, | want you to listen to the rest of the story.
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God did not like what was happening,
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and, had God not acted, we would probably
never have heard of this incident;
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but God was displeased with what was going
on.
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Let us read about this in the Book of Numbers,
Chapter 12, verses 4 to 9.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Meekness does not mean that we do not
confront some situations.
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Meekness does not mean that we don’t confront
some issues.
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Meekness does not mean that we do not
confront some people.
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That is not what it means at all;
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but you have your confrontations out of
strength, under control, not out of anger.
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You do it out of compassion, mixed with inner
security, not revenge.

TR RIS - BNLRT2E » TAZ T
I -

You do it out of courage, mixed with
confidence, not vengeance.
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In fact, Moses’ reaction to God’s chastisement]
of Miriam was an incredible act of meekness.
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Let me tell you about it.
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Miriam complained about the blackness of her,
sister-in-law,
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so God made her real white with leprosy.
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Let us read in the Book of Numbers, Chapter
12, verse 10.
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AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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What did Moses do?
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Weakness would have said, "Well, Miriam, yol
got what’'s coming to you."
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Weakness would have said, “'You deserve
what you got."
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Weakness would have said, "You got your jus
reward..."
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but meekness, which is strength under control
sent Moses on his knees to pray for Miriam’s
healing.
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The Book of Numbers, Chapter 12, verse 13.
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“So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘O, God,
please heal her.”
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You know, there are some people who toot
their own horn,
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bang on their own drum,
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protect their little kingdoms,
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and brag about their exploits.
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That is weakness.
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The moment you see or hear that, recognize it
for what it is. It is not biblical meekness, but
weakness.
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Those who truly achieve success,
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those who truly have been given honors, but see
no necessity to tell anyone,
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those are who are truly meek.
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Some time ago, one of my friends was given an
honorary doctorate,
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and | found out about it.
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He called me and said,
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“l am glad you knew about it, but please don’t
tell anybody else...”
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and | kept my mouth shut.
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His modesty was strength, which is true
meekness,
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because meekness is not weakness.
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The second thing | want to tell you about
meekness is that it is not false modesty.
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| want you to listen very carefully to what I'm
going to tell you.
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False modesty is more dangerous than bragging.
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because it is harder to detect,
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because it looks like meekness.
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While bragging is weakness because it is the
opposite of meekness,
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but false modesty is a look-a-like to meekness
and that is why it's much more difficult to
discern.
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Let me explain.
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God has given each of us at least one gift.
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Some have more —two or three or four— or
maybe even multiple gifts.
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If you don’t know what your gift is,
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you are under obligation before God to discover
what it is and use it.
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What is God saying when He gives each of us
one of these gifts or talents?
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He is saying, “You are worthwhile.”
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He is saying, “You are important to Me.”
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He is saying, “You have a value to Me.”
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He is saying, “You have a uniqueness because |

made you in My own image;”
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and, for the believer, He is saying, “I have
redeemed you through the blood of My Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ.”
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He is saying, “You are special to Me.
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You are of value to Me...”
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so, what does false modesty do?
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False modesty and self-deprecation and refusal
to stand up for anything is a denial of God-
given gifts,
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as if to say, “God, You are lying.”
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| told you, false modesty is dangerous.
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Far from it being a true virtue, false modesty is
a substitute for passive selfishness.
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| want to repeat this.

R

Far from being a true virtue, false modesty is a
substitute for passive selfishness.
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When someone gives an excellent speech and,
then, would say, “Oh, that was nothing..”
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or, when a singer who is truly gifted of God and
would say, “I am just getting over a cold,”
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that is false modesty.
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| have a friend and a colleague who is a great
encourager.
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He comes to me after | speak and says, “This
was a great message.”
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My response is always, “They all are.”
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You might ask if | am bragging.
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No, no, no.
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Listen to me. | want you to listen very
carefully,
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because this is of vital importance.
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When you have nothing, and everything come
to you as a gift, you have nothing to brag abod
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When you have nothing to brag about, and
everything is given to you, how can you brag
about a gift?

{REAE RS DR T7 - B R P
N ANGBARE > (R X EREMKIETE 2

Can you imagine if someone would walk up to
me and give me a gift,
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and | stretch my hand and receive the gift?
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Someone would say, “Wow! | like that way
you stretched out your hand and received that

gift.
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That was wonderful.
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This was really nice.
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I'd like to see you stretching out your hand
again.”
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All 1 did is stretch out my hand and receive the

gift.
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| haven’t done anything else.
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Everything | have is a gift from God;
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therefore, | have nothing to brag about.
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I've got nothing that | can truly take credit for.
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Everything we have is a gift from God, and
only God needs to get the glory.

HAT T RO A 2R PU AR 2 B T Y - WA
AL X 2R

If | make a mistake, it would be because of my
laziness,
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or, because I'm not using God'’s gift.
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Otherwise, anything that is good is a gift from
God.
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Someone said the following:
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“The essence of meekness and gentleness is a

capacity to value others as much as we value
ourselves.”
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The Apostle Paul commands Timothy to
exercise biblical meekness.
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Look at 2 Timothy, Chapter 2, verses 24 and 25.
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Let’s read it.

Hli e -

AT YOUR DISCRETION, PLEASE READ

THE REFERENCED BIBLE PASSAGE
HERE, IF TIME PERMITS.
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Paul is saying, "Correct your opponents with
gentleness.”
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On the one hand, we don’t ignore their error ol
of false modesty by saying, "Well, who am | to
correct them?"
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or, "Who am | to point out the error of their
ways?"
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or, "Who am | to bring this to their attention?"
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On the other hand, he said not to lord it over
them.
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He is not to say, "You do it or else..."
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or, "You are not as good as me..."
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or "What you need to do is to work harder and
reach my standards."
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No, no, no, no.
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That is not the way to do it.
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Although we often don’t use these words, we
often use more subtle words, but the effect is
the same.
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Neither extreme is truly biblical meekness.
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Meekness is not weakness.
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False modesty is not meekness.
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| want to tell you a story, as | conclude this
message.
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It is a true story to illustrate true biblical
meekness.
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Booker T. Washington was a black American
man who knew all about true biblical meekness
and gentleness.
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Born in 1856, he worked in a coal mine as a
child,

fth 4= T 18564 » /NIHELEREN T1F »

taking only three months a year to go to school.
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His hard work paid off and he graduated from
the Hampton Institute in 1875.
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Six years later, he was appointed the first
president of the Tuskegee Institute,
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a trade school for black Americans.
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After accepting the Presidency, he was walking
down the streets of Alabama one day,
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when a white woman saw him.
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Not recognizing who he was, she summoned
him to come and chop some wood for her.
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Most of us, in Mr. Washington’s situation,
would not have tolerated such indignity.
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We may have yelled at her and said, "Who do
you think you are, Lady?
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How arrogant of you to judge me by the color
of my skin?"
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but not Booker T. Washington.
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He knew and understood biblical meekness,
which is strength under control.
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He took off his coat,
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chopped the wood,
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and carried it into her house,
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and refused payment.
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Later, when the woman discovered who he wg
she went to his office to apologize;
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but Washington said, “It's all right. | delight in
doing favors to my friends.”
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That woman not only became a generous
supporter of the Institute, but she left her entirg
estate to the Institute;

AL 2 L Ja A IR A e — A
IFiE - ERE CITAERA S E G T
% e

and Washington, himself, went on to advise

several American Presidents, and had written
number of books.
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Someone might say to me, “Well, | am not sur
if this is the best response.”
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I’'m not going to argue with you, but I'm going
to tell you this:
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Booker T. Washington knew and used true
biblical meekness — that is, strength under
control.
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He understood and demonstrated his strength
through his gentle response to life’'s challenge
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Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek, for they sh
inherit the earth.”
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Do you know what it is to be meek?
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You can only experience meekness when you
are filled with the Holy Spirit, moment by
moment.
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When | face the challenges of life, | often ask
the Lord to fill me with His Holy Spirit;
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but, sometimes, the enemy sneaks up on you
and surprises you, as he has a habit of doing.
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“Lord Jesus,
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let this particular fruit, that | need right nowe b
manifested in me.”
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God will answer this prayer;
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then, and only then, can the fruit of meekness
begin to manifest itself in your life.
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It is my prayer that God will bless this message

in your life.
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Until we meet again, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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