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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you tuned in today
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It is our prayer, that God is using this series of
messages “The Blessings of Surrender” to ble
your life
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In our last broadcast, we ended by saying that
we often try to improve on God’s plan.
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We left the prophet Elisha, the man of God,
having to face the death of the poisoned stew.
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The poisoned pot, brought about because

someone who just had to improve on God’s
plan.
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He gathered unneeded vegetables for the pot.
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Let’s review the story in Il Kings chapter 4,
beginning in verse 38
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38 Elisha returned to Gilgal and there was a
famine in that region. While the company of
the prophets was meeting with him, he said to
his servant, "Put on the large pot and cook
some stew for these men."
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39 One of them went out into the fields to
gather herbs and found a wild vine. He
gathered some of its gourds and filled the fold
of his cloak. When he returned, he cut them
up into the pot of stew, though no one knew
what they were.
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40 The stew was poured out for the men, but
as they began to eat it, they cried out, "O man
of God, there is death in the pot!" And they
could not eat it.
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41 Elisha said, "Get some flour." He put it

into the pot and said, "Serve it to the people to
eat." And there was nothing harmful in the
pot.
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42 A man came from Baal Shalishah,
bringing the man of God twenty loaves of
barley bread baked from the first ripe grain,
along with some heads of new grain. "Give it
to the people to eat,” Elisha said.
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43 "How can | set this before a hundred

men?" his servant asked. But Elisha answered,
"Give it to the people to eat. For this is what
the LORD says: 'They will eat and have some
left over.™
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. One with the spirit of control written all over

44 Then he set it before them, and they ate
and had some left over, according to the word
of the LORD.

(2 Kings 4:38 44 NIV)
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Elisha has told his followers to prepare a stew
with what provisions they have.
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But one of his followers went out into the field
and gathered more vegetables.
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Why?
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Because he tried to improve on God's plan.
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Because he tried to improve on God’s provision
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We all love to improve on God'’s plan
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We often try to intrude on God's purpose.
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We often want to modify God's plan for us
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Now, so far, we see famine in the land . . .
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but God is making provision for His faithful
servants.
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Now lets look at the rest of the story.
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It will show us a picture of ourselves.
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So far, the pot of stew is boiling on the fire.
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Now, let’s look at verses 39 and 40.
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It says, "One of them went out into the field to
gather herbs . . ."
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Now, my listening friends, it only takes one
person
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his face.
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One whose ego is always tripping him.
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One who could not stand the way God used
Elisha to supernaturally provide the stew.
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One who wants to feel just as important as
Elisha
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One who went out into the field and gathered
herbs.
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There he also found the wild vine and gathered
from it a lap full of wild gourds.
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Then he sliced them and threw them into the
pot of stew.
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This man did not know what this plant was all
about.
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But he felt he had to do something to help God
out.
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As if Elisha could not do it all by himself.
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So ... as they began to eat they cried out and
said, "There is death in the pot."
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This is another way of saying it was poisonous.
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We don't know the name of this person, . . .
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but | think every home has one like that person
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Every church has a few of them.
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They can not stand letting God do His work
without their help.
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Controlling spirits do it all the time.
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The Bible is full of examples of people . . . who
had to poison the pot every time God works.
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The devil told Eve that if she ate from the
tree, . ..
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she would not be God's assistant but she wou
have God's job.
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The controlling spirit led her to try.
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In the Book ofNumbersl0, the sons of Aaron
tried to do the same thing..
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They took control of a situation and offered to
the Lord what the Lord did not ask for.

T A EE RIS A 3 > 2ERIEA G0t
IRy

They poisoned the pot . . . and died before Go(d.
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| Samuel chapters 1 and 2, . . .
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it tells us about Hophni and Phinehas, the son
of Eli the priest.
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They took control of the temple ministry from
their father's hand.
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The result was that Israel was defeated.
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They poisoned the pot.
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King Saul tried to take control of things and
offer sacrifice when the prophet Samuel got
delayed
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Consequently, he got out of the will of God.
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Saul brought a curse upon himself and his
household.
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King Saul poisoned the pot.
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In the Book of Acts, chapter 5, . . .
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Anninas and Siphira tried to take control from
the Apostles and they dropped dead on the spot.
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They poisoned the pot.
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My listening friends, this is very important.
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The reason why many ministries are lifeless
and spiritless . . .
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is because they are controlled by men and
women, not by the Lord Jesus Christ.
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There is also much work that is being done in
the name of Christ . . . of which Christ is
innocent.
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Why?
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Because it is being done by those with a

controlling spirit, not out of obedience to God's
command.
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It is a serious thing to serve the living God in
the energy of the flesh.
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Its inevitable result is death in the pot.
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It is a dangerous thing to perpetuate a ministry
or an institution out of self respect and not to
the glory of the Lord.
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What is God's solution to the misery of control?
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Let’s look again at verse 41.
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Elisha said, “’Bring some flour’
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and he put it into the pot
fil S R A E R
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and then he said . . . ‘serve it to the peoplé thg
they may eat’ and there was no poison in the
pot anymore."
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What is the flour?
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In the scripture, flour is a type of Christ in His
resurrection power.

TEXGH > HEMREEBIHN KR -
Christ's resurrection power was a result of the

crushing and the grinding of the grain of wheat.
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The grain of wheat had to be crushed in the m

of the cross before he could become the breaq
of life.
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Jesus is the flour . . . that is thrown into thé po
of death.
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This is a picture of Calvary.
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There,
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Jesus' perfect life . . . death . . . and

resurrection have absorbed the sin into himself

and brought us life.
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The poison in the pot which was brought abou

by man's effort to intrude upon God's
provision . . .
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was neutralized by the bread of life.
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The poison in the pot which was brought abou
to improve God's plan was neutralized.
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So, it is today.
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The power of the resurrected Christ can deliver
us from the spirit of control.
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The power of the resurrected Christ can rescue
us from ourselves.
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The power of the resurrected Christ can save us
from the falsehood of dead works.
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The power of the resurrected Christ can redeem
us from self- assertion.
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The power of the resurrected Christ can help us
out of our stubbornness and sin.
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Elijah said: "Bring some flour."
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“He put it into the pot
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and then he said ‘serve it to the people that
they may eat.”
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And then there was nothing harmful in the pot.
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Because of Christ's death at Calvary, . . .
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we can cry out: "Oh, death where is your
sting?”
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“Oh, hell where is your victory?"
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But, thanks be to God who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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My listening friends, please listen very
carefully as | conclude this message.

SRRMIAA - EIRARR (P AIRInT & e ah

i

B > AR E A



SECTION B
2B

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

When Jesus gave us victory over death and sin

he willed many things for us.
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He willed it for us to have victory over the
consequences of sin.
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He has willed it for us to have victory over the
power of sin of control and self-assertion.
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He has willed it for us to nullify the poison in
the pots of our lives.
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He has brought about the sweetening influenc
and fragrance of the grace of Christ.
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And God’s plan said,
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“Serve it to the people that they may eat.”
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Have you surrendered the poison of control to
God?
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Have you surrendered the poison of dominatig
to God?
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Have you surrendered the poison of dead wor
to God?
{RE B IR TIER A 2
Have you surrendered the poison of the
tendency to thwart God's purpose?
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Will you surrender your intrusion on God's
provision?
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Will you surrender your persistent trying to
improve on God's plan?
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Will you surrender your declaration of
independence from God?
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My listening friends,
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would that our prayer today is that of the
Apostle Paul.
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"That it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives
in me,”
PFETREHY) - Al - EAEER R
G

“and the life which I now live in the flesh “
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“I live by faith in the son of God who loves
me and gave himself for me."
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Amen
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