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Hello, listening friends.
SRR - REF -

It is a special joy and delight for us to know
that you are listening to this program
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And that is why we love it when you write to ug

and let us know how you feel and how God is
blessing you through these programs
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We are in the midst of a series of messages
from Il Kings
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And specifically we have been looking at
chapter 5, verses 1 to 15
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In our last broadcast, | promised to tell you ho

one of the greatest Syrian generals experiencyg
the blessings of surrender.

T ERTEA » BN ZE P RCRE T
I - fpT S 2R RS 2 o

Last time, we read the passage in Il Kings 5: 1
15.
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Now, imagine Naaman . . . a great general . . .
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the war hero . . . and a champion of the ancier
Syrian army.
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However, he was struck with the dreaded
leprosy which turned his life into misery.
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He probably would have gladly . . . given all hi
wealth, . ..
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12. he probably would gladly give up all of his
medals and all of his possessions
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Just for one day free from pain and agony.
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Who was there to witness to the general?
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It was not the important men of his time.
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Nor were the other officers
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But it was a little Hebrew girl who was taken
captive.
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It was a little slave girl who witnessed to the
general.
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Inv.3of Il Kings 5, . ..
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Listen to what the little girl said to Naaman’s
wife, . ..
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is in Samaria! He would cure him of his
leprosy.”
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My listening friends, please listen carefully.
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Don't be intimidated about your witnessing.
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Do not worry if the person is older or greater
than you.
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Why?
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If you speak to them with respect, . . .
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"If only my master would see the prophet who
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they want to know how to be free from sin and
guilt
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They want to be free from spiritual leprosy.
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Don't be intimidated by them or by their high
positions.
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They are crying on the inside.
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They are hiding behind their philosophical
mask.
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And yet they are desperately lost and long to
know the way.
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They are desperately sick and long to find a
cure.

A1 7 Eh - HEERRAIEIG -

This little girl had confidence, . . .
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not in Elisha, but in the God of Elisha.
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This little girl had assurance in "Yahweh
Raffia,” . . .
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the God that heals.
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And she had to testify to her God.
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The general may have been intimidating in his
uniforms . . .
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but she probably watched the agony on his fag
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The general may have looked impressive with
all the guards around him, . . .

WbE S8 & TN ek =RAE L -

but she knew that when he was alone he coulg
not lie down because the physical pain was to
great.
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So, she witnessed to him.
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She could have said, “Why should | bother?”
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“l should take care of myself.”
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She could have said, “I have problems of my
own.”
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“l am a captive in a foreign land.”
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“l have been snatched from my family.”
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She could have said,
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“Why should I help him?”
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“After all it was his army that pulled me away
from my parents and sold me into slavery.”
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“He deserves every bit of agony that he has
got.”
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Oh, but she didn't do that
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Her thoughts were not focused on herself.
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Her life was not focused upon her
circumstances.
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My friends, believe me.
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The moment you begin to focus on yourself, . . .
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you will be the most miserable person alive.
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So, the young girl witnessed to her God in the
midst of her slavery.
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She witnessed in the midst of her own pain.
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Finally, Naaman goes to Samaria with the
appropriate letters and recommendations from
the king.
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But he also brings something else with him.
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He comes loaded with silver and gold and
expensive gifts of all kinds.
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He thought he could buy his healing.
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And instead of going to the man of God, . . .
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he ended up at the door of the King of Israel.
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The King of Israel rips his clothes off and
thinks that this is a trick designed by the Syrial
king to pick a fight with him.
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Inv. 8 of Il Kings 5:
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Elisha hears of what has happened and he se
a word to the King of Israel and saying
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How they went to the wrong address . . .
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they known what a thorough secular humanist
king you are of this religious nation, they woulg
never have gone to you
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send themtome. ..
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| will show you and them that there is a prophe
in Israel.”
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So,inv9,
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the entire impressive procession of generals @

chariots and servants land on the doorstep of
Elisha’s house.
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You would think that Elisha would have been
at the door welcoming them.
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You would think that he would have invited the
most important members of the group into his
home.
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You would think that he would have brought

together all the local ministers . . . all dressed
up in their best . . . to meet this great hero.
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But he did not.
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God's man is not impressed with what
impresses the world.
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Naaman on the other hand, expected . .
a warm welcome.
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. Naaman's expectations get
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However,
shattered.
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Elisha sent a message to the great general:
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"Go wash yourself seven times in the Jordan
and your flesh will be restored and you will be
cleansed.”
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Please try to imagine Naaman'’s reaction.
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“Go to the River Jordan?”

B LEFE 2

“What kind of fool does he think that | am?”
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Who does he think that he is.”
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“Does he know who | am?”
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In Verses 11 and 12 . . . you actually can feel
the fire coming out of Naaman's nostrils.
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He was sizzling and was hopping mad.
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Why?
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His expectations were not met.
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His expectations were not fulfilled.
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Listen to what he said:
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“l thought he would come out and lay hands

on the spots and call upon the name of his Go
and | would be healed.”
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“Furthermore, we have two of the best rivers
in the world flowing through Damascus.”
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“They are clean rivers, . . .
rivers.”
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“Why does Elisha send me to that dirty, filthyj]
Jordan River”
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they are flowing

In a fit of rage, he commands his procession t(
head back to Syria.

— R Ml R RBARES B[RRI
¥ o

Some people treat God like a bell hop.
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They think that God is there to do whatever
they ask Him to do.
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They get shattered and devastated and angry
with God.
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Why?
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Because they don't get what they want . . .
when they want it . . . and how they want it.
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You and | know angry and bitter people all
around us.
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They are angry because they expected God to
do something for them and God did not do it
the way they asked for it.
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Most likely it was because God knew that what
they were asking for was not for their ultimate
best.
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God can see around the corner and we can't.
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In Verse 13,
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Naaman's servants intervene and ask him to
give it a try.

TN AIA DI —K -

They used logic, and said to the General:
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“If he asked you to do some great things
would you not have done it?”
FeRE WM URE— 1 K5 - fRE
DLULIR IR » TS5 e 2
When he acceded and he dipped into the Jordan
River 7 times . . . he was healed.
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My listening friends, pay close attention to this
point.
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Naaman's healing was not in the water of
Jordan.
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Naaman's healing was not even in the words of
Elisha.
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Naaman's healing was in the trip to the Jordan
River.
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There is a blessing in surrender.
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There is a miracle in obedience.
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There is provision in submission.
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There is healing in yielding.
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| can imagine old Naaman . . . angrily . . .
pounding the ground.
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Then when they got to the river, he probably

did not want to take his clothes off in front of
his subordinates.
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He was embarrassed about his grotesque skin.
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| can also imagine, when he finally dipped in
the river the first time and then a second
time, . ..
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and there was no noticeable improvement in h
condition, . . .
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he was probably tempted to give up.
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He was thinking “this is all just a bit too crazy
for me.”
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So, he dipped a third, fourth, fifth and the sixth
time and still he saw no change.
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He probably thought to himself:
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“This is a hoax”
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“l do not know what | am doing here.”
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| must get out”
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You know, most people would have abandoned
this foolish venture probably right after the
sixth time.
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But Naaman knows that the prophet of God
said seven times.
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Then when he dipped in the seventh time, his
skin became as clean and as smooth as a baby's
skin.
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Wow! Can you imagine the excitement
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The God of Israel is for real.
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The God of Israel is the God of power.
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The God of Israel is the God of majesty.
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The God of Israel is the God of miracles.
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The God of Israel is a great God . . . and a
mighty God.
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My friend let me ask you this
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Do you know what is stopping the miracle in
your life?
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It is whatever it is that God's finger is pointing

out to you and saying: “This one, give it to
me.”
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God is saying to you: “Surrender it to me,
repent of it.”
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Will you surrender it to God today?
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And begin to experience the miracle of God
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It is my prayer that you would say yes
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52. Until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing

ARG RS IR - TIREE |



