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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for tuning in to listen to this
program
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We are about to commence a great series of
messages
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We are calling it, “The Garden Verses the City|
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And you will understand more and more as thi
series unfolds
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In reality, it is the entire Bible from Genesis to
Revelation
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| want to begin by saying that people were

making all sorts of predictions around the turn
of the 21st century
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Some people went to all sorts of extremes in
their predictions
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But for the past 20 centuries Christians have
always lived a dual role
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What is this dual role that you ask
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It is both waiting for the Lord to come at any
moment
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And laboring diligently for Him at the same
time
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People are forever trying to set dates and make
predictions regarding the second coming of

Christ
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Yet Jesus told us very clearly
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That no one knows the hour of His return
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Listen to what Jesus said
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That He will come like a thief in the night
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When most people are not expecting Him
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There’s a story about a family that was
discussing the Sunday sermon over Sunday
lunch
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As many families do
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That Sunday the sermon was on the second
coming of Christ
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The teenager in the family said that he still had
lots of questions about the second coming of
Christ
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The father tried his best to answer the questions
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And finally he said to his son
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We don’t have all the answers we might like
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But we do have all that we need to know
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And what we need to know is to live each day
as if it were your last day
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The boy replied
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But | tried that once and you punished me for it
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In the event that the Lord does not return toda
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In the next few broadcasts | want to deal with
two issues
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Both the beginning of time and the end of timg
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| want to go all the way to the beginning of
time
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And then relate it to the end of time

SRJG PR ORI R 22 451K 2 o

The Bible is not just little bits and pieces of
writing
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The Bible is a systematic and organized plan
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The Bible is the revelation of what God has
done
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What God is doing
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And what God will do in the future
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And if you miss that point you miss the whole
Bible
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And thus you miss the Christian faith all
together
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While God has no beginning or end
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We humans and the earth do have a beginning
and an end
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While God has no starting or finishing point
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We humans and our planet do
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The Bible begins with a garden on earth called
Eden
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And the Bible ends with a garden city coming
down from heaven
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The Bible begins with a beautiful exquisite
garden called Eden
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And the Bible ends with a far more exquisite
city called the New Jerusalem
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The Bible begins with a wedding between a
man and a woman
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And it ends with a symbolic wedding between
the bridegroom who is the Lord Jesus Christ
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And the bride which is the church of Jesus
Christ
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Who is the church?
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The church is the multitudes of believers from
every tribe and every nation and every tongue
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So the Bible begins with Adam and Eve who
were placed as Gods deputies in the garden

Eg—THRBER L S M E L - M2 e
e el LT = R O



56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

And the Bible ends with Jesus’ followers
reigning and ruling with Him
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The Bible begins with a man and a woman in 4
place full of peace and tranquility and joy
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And the Bible ends with a place of greater
peace greater tranquility and greater joy
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But between the beginning and the end of the
Bible
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There are a whole lot of things that happen
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In the next few broadcasts we will see how m3
chooses a city over against God’s garden
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We will see how man became deceived
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And instead of being contented to serve as theg
vice regent
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He wanted to be the regent
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Instead of obedience
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They chose rebellion
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Instead of submission
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They chose to usurp God’s authority
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Instead of being the creature
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They wanted to be the creator
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In this series of messages we will contrast the
garden with the city
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We will contrast the peace and tranquility of
the garden of God
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With the discontentment of the city of man
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It is very important to go back to the beginning
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Why?
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Because for the believer the end of time as we

know it is linked to the beginning of time as we
know it
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Please turn with me to the book of Genesis

chapter 2 beginning at verse 8 all the way to
verse 17
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When the Holy Spirit inspired Moses to pen
these words of Genesis

YR RIS T AL »
Moses was in Mount Sinai
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So the location of the Garden of Eden was east
of Mount Sinai where Moses physically was
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And that is why it says, “Now the Lord God
had planted a garden in the east of Eden”
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From where Moses was at the time of writing
of these words
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Eden was located somewhere across the
Arabian desert
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Eden was toward the area known as the Valley
of Tigers and Euphrates
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There are two other rivers mentioned here in
Genesis
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Pishon and Gihon
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These two rivers do not exist anymore
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1. To say that the garden was exquisitely beautif
is an understatement
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2. As God created every part of this planet He
called it good
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3. You know when you watch the sun rise or the

Some scholars have suggested that they werg
destroyed by the flood of Noah
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What is so important about the garden
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There are three very important things about th
Garden of Eden
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You must remember them as we begin today
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And as we go on to contrast the garden of Gog
with the city of man in the next few broadcasts
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It was picturesque
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Number 2
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It was a place of provision
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It was a place of protection
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We will begin by looking at the picturesque
quality of Eden
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sun set
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Or view another magnificent place of nature
anywhere in the world
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We find ourselves awestruck
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We talk about how beautiful nature is
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We talk about how magnificent the scene is
BAhRieE=OL 20 -

But for Adam and Eve
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God poured out His most creative magnificence
into the Garden of Eden
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For Adam and Eve
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God poured out beauty beyond measure and
comprehension
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But just as pollution spoils much of the beauty
of God’s magnificent creation today
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When sin entered into that beautiful garden it
spoiled the beauty of holiness
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When the sin of disobedience and stubbornness
entered into the garden
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It turned it from a garden to a garbage dump
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When the sin of self aggrandizement enter into
the garden
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It transformed its environment into a toxic
waste dump
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When sin of rebellion entered into the garden
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It poisoned the atmosphere with its poisonous
as
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And beauty turned into ashes
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Sin always turns simplicity into complexity
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Sin turns innocence into shame
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Sin turns purity and perfection into cynicism
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Sin turns joy into drudgery
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But until sin entered the garden it was a
picturesque place
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Tune in next time and | will tell you more about
other characteristics about the Garden of Eden
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| will also tell you about the new garden
available to us right now
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This garden is available to us because of the
shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ
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Until then | wish you God’s richest blessing
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