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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you for joining us again
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If you are joining these broadcasts for the first
time
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We are starting a new series called The Gardsg
Verses The City
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Last time | promised to tell you about the othel
characteristics of the Garden of Eden
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In our last broadcast we learned that the Gard
of Eden was picturesque
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It was a place of incomparable beauty
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The second characteristic of Eden
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Is that it was a place of provision
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Eden was a productive garden
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Not only was it beautiful
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But it was useful
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Not only was it picturesque
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But it was also a place of provision
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The trees were not only pleasing to the eye
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But they were also good for providing food
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God did not only just create the world for its
beauty

HUREN TR mahE iR
But also for its utility
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God made the garden to sustain Adam and Eve
and all His other creatures
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God made the garden to provide for the needs
of His vice regent
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God always cared about beauty
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But he cared even more for the provision for
His people
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God required Adam to maintain the garden and
to feed upon it
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Let's look again at verse 15
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The Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and to take care of it
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God did not create man to be lazy and sleep in
the shade all day long
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No
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God placed him in the garden to work
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But work was a delight
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Work was joy
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Work was not a drudgery
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Work was to be mans fulfillment
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Some people think that Adam and Eve were
laying around in the garden all day
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And it wasn’t until they were kicked out of the
garden that they had to work
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That idea is wrong
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From the beginning Adam was to work and EV
was to be his helper
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The difference between working inside the
garden and working outside of the garden wag
the presence of God
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When you work in the presence of God, God
will bless the labor of your hands

YR MR RE T AR > (R TARSE
FREE
But when you work on your own strength
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It is like pouring water into a bucket full of
holes
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No sooner do you put the water in
KNS

Than it leaks right out of the holes
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When you work to the glory of God
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God will strengthen you
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When you work to the glory of God
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God will bless you and multiply your efforts
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But when you work for your own glory
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You work hard but you do not have any lasting
fulfillment

TRRETTTCY) » A BRI ©
When you honor God with the first fruit of your
labor
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God will bless you and multiply the rest of
what you have
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But when you spend it all on yourself
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You will have no contentment in life
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And that is what happened to Adam and Eve
after they were thrown out of the garden
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My listening friends | want you to listen very
carefully
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You and | have inherited this curse
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And until men and women boys and girls put
their trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior and
Lord

T HLE D - BRAERA TE S S HE R A&
R BEmZE

They will have the same discontentment and
restlessness
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As | mentioned in our last broadcast there is a
third important characteristic of Eden
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It was not only picturesque
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It was not only a place of provision
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Eden also was perfectly suited for Adam and
Eve and for their protection
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In the garden there was a harmony with God
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This led to harmony with each other
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And harmony with their environment
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And that is what made Eden to be a paradise
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The enclosed nature of the garden
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Tells us about the quality of life there
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The walls that enclosed the garden are symbo
of Gods protection
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They are symbolic of Gods sheltering of Adam
and Eve
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The walls are symbolic of Gods guarding then
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While the walls surrounded the garden
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The garden was open from above where Godg
watchful eye was upon them
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The Bible said that Adam and Eve had
fellowship with God
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When you have fellowship with God
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You have Gods protection
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So Gods protection was in the garden
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However there was the Tree of Good and Evil
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This tree was in the garden for a reason
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You know when my children were small | used
to tell them the story of the fall of Adam and
Eve
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So every time one of them would get into
trouble they would say the following
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Well if Adam and Eve had not eaten from the

tree | would not be in trouble with you right
now
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They used good Bible knowledge
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But it did not spare them the consequences of
what they had done
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The Tree of Good and Evil was there to remind
Adam that he was accountable to his Maker
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The Tree of Good and Evil is always there to
remind us that we are not our own
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It is there to remind us that we are not God
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It is there to remind us that we are accountable
to God
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It is there to remind us that we cannot escape
Gods judgement
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Except by taking cover in His perfect, sinless
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ
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My friend | want to tell you something that is
very important about temptation
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Temptation is always an opportunity to either
come under Gods power and have victory over
it
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1. Could not defeat temptation
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2. It took another garden to bring the possibility g
victory over temptation
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3. That garden was the Garden of Gethsemane
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4. For it was in a garden that sin entered the
human heart
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5. And it was in a garden that sin was defeated
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6. Itwas in a garden that Adam rebelled against
God
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7. But it was in another garden that Jesus the
perfect Son of God obeyed the Father fully
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8. Itwas in a garden that Satan got the upper ha

Or to continue to go our way and suffer the
consequences of our sin
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Temptation is there to remind us that alone weg
are helpless victims of temptation
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But with Jesus we are more than conquers
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Temptation is there to show us that in our
strength we are weak and cowards
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But with Christ all things are possible for us
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Temptation is there to remind us that doing
things our own way spells defeat
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But through Christ we can have victory

(HEEEHER » B TLREFRIE

Eden with all of its beauty provision and
protection
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And it was in another garden that Satan was
defeated and God had the upper hand
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It was in the Garden of Eden that first man fell
into sin and rebellion
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But it was in the Garden of Gethsemane that the
perfect man rose from the dead
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It was in the Garden of Eden that Adam
infected humanity with the virus of sin
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But it was in the Garden of Gethsemane that
Jesus made it possible for His followers to be
forgiven of sins
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It was in the Garden of Eden that Adam

suffered death as the consequence of his
rebellion
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But it was in the Garden of Gethsemane that the

consequences of rebellion and sin were carried
upon Jesus’ perfect body
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And if you have not received Jesus Christ as
your Savior and Lord
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You are still in the first garden of temptation
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If you are not daily walking in the power of the
One who defeated sin in Gethsemane
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Chances are that sin is defeating you every
single day
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If you are not living under the authority of the
only One who conquered death
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Chances are you are living in fear worry and

anxiety every single day
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The question in therefore
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Are you living in Eden with all of its temptation
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Or are you living in Gethsemane with all of its
power
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For just as a tree held its sway on Adam
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It was on a tree that Jesus hung to take back t
sting of sin and death
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Through a tree sin defeated Adam
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On another tree Jesus defeated sin
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Through a tree sin rendered Adams future to 4
bleak
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But on another tree Jesus gave us the hope of
heaven
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Through a tree sin dominated and devastated
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But on another tree sin was destroyed and
devastated
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Through a tree the entire human race became
rebellious and self-centered
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But through another tree the cross of Jesus

Christ it became possible for believers to be
saved from eternal judgement that is coming
upon the world
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Let me ask you this
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Which tree are you living on
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Are you living on the tree of temptation
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Or are you living on the tree of the cross with
all of its power and salvation

B TR T A R RERI BRI 2

e

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

On which tree do you place your hope
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Do you place your hope on the Tree of Good
and Evil
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Do you hope that your good will outweigh your
bad
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Or do you place your hope on a different tree
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Do you place your hope on the tree of the cross
of the Lord Jesus Christ
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Do you place your hope on the tree where His
blood was shed on Calvary
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Christ’s blood was shed to make it possible for
you to escape the final judgement
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Christ’s blood was shed to make it possible to
live a victorious and joyful life here and now
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My listening friends God made the provision
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And the provision is this
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Only those who put their whole trust and
confidence in the tree of the Cross
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Will make it to the eternal garden in heaven
et AR K EAR KA o

Will you come to Him today
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| pray that your answer would be yes
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Until we meet again | wish you God’s richest
blessing
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