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Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you again for tuning into this broadcast
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Those who have been listening will know that
we are in the midst of a series on the garden
and the city
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And | want to begin today by asking you the
following
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Have you ever experienced God's overruling if
your life?
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| have experienced that many times.
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What do | mean by God's overruling?
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Have you ever made a terrible mistake, . . .
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And found yourself in the middle of a big
mess, . . .
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And you had no one to blame but yourself?
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No one helped you to get into that trouble
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You got there all by yourself.
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Perhaps you made the wrong choice
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Or, you made an unwise decision.
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Or you simply did not consult God.
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Perhaps you disobeyed a Biblical injunction.
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Or, you did not seek God's glory in the matter.
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You just raced headlong . . .and you found
yourself planted on your head.
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When you are facing such a situation, . . .
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You probably begin to do what most Christians

do.
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First you ask the wrong question:
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"God, why did you do this?"
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Then . . . in time, you become somewhat
realistic.
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Finally, you finally acknowledge that you got

into that mess all by yourself.
G IRAEAKIN - BIFE LGB R
ay

So next, you cry out: "Oh God get me out of

this mess."
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And what happens?
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God answers your prayers!
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Now that's what | call . . . God's overruling.
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One of God's characteristics is to overrule.
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But God only overrules after we give Him an
indication . . . that we really have learned
something from that experience.
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Unfortunately . . . some of us don't learn
quickly.
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So, God keeps on teaching us the same
lesson . . . over and over and over again
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There is a story about two hunters who flew
deep into the Canadian woods to hunt elk.
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They shot six elk!

it A 20 S HUEERE |

The pilot told them that the plane could only
carry four of the elk out of the are& 4 51 15
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The hunters began to protest:
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"But the plane that carried us last year was
exactly like this one."
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"The horsepower was the same."
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"The weather was similar."
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"And we had six elks then,"
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"Why can't we take six now?"

T LBIERAT N A 2

And when the pilot heard this . . . he said
"0.K." And he loaded up the plane and took o
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But sure enough, there was insufficient power
to climb out of the valley with all of this

weight.
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And the plane crashed.
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As they stumbled out of the wreckage . . . one
hunter asked the other
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"Do you know where we are?"
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The other hunter replied:
A A E i

He said, "I'm not sure."
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"But | think we are about two miles from where
we crashed last year."
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We don't learn very good
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My focus in this message is not on learning
lessons from our failure, . . .
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But rather on God's overruling when we repent.
et THEA e - w2
Al e

The story of the prodigal son in Luke 15 is the
best example of God's overruling of the
foolishness . . .and the stubbornness . . . and the
arrogance . . . and the total self focus of many
people.
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But until the boy turned and repented, . . .God

could not overrule . . . and bring good out of
bad.
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When the people of Israel rejected God as their
king . ..

PLEA A\ FE 2 EARATTR £ -

And wanted a human king that they could
manipulate and appease, . .
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A king they could flatter and lie to, . . .
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God gave them Saul who made their lives
miserable for 40 years.
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But when the people of Israel repented, . . .
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God overruled and gave them king David.
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It is the nature of God to overrule.
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It is the character of God to overrule.
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It is the goodness of God that he overrules.
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Those of you who have been listening to this
series of messages might be asking
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"What has God's overruling got to do with "The

Garden verses The City" that you have been
speaking about?"
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It has everything to do with it!
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First let me summarize
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First we saw that God's perfect will was for
Adam and Eve to live in a garden.
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That garden was picturesque.
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That garden was a place of provision.
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That garden was a place of protection.
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But then Cain built the city.
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And Cain's city became a prototype of all
subsequent cities.
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And we saw that in the city of man, . . . there i$

rootlessness . . . and restlessness.
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In the city of man there is loneliness.
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In the city of man there is superficiality and
artificiality.
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In the city of man there is pride and arrogance.
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Then we saw that the consequences of that
arrogance brought about the flood.
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We saw how out of one man, by the name of
Noabh, . . .the earth began to be re-populated
again.
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One of Noah's sons honored his father . . . and
he was blessed.
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That man was Shem.
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Another son by the name of Ham . . .
dishonored his father and was cursed.
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Ham and his descendants went further away
from God and his garden.
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We saw in the last broadcast how Nimrod built
a tower for the worship of the zodiac.
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We saw how the Babylonians had a vision for a
city without God.
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They had a vision for a city that steals God's
glory and gives it to the devil
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They had a vision for a city that is thoroughly
preoccupied with self worship.
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And in this case, we also saw the consequences
of living for self.
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The consequences were confusion and babbling4.
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Cain's city brought about flood.
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And Nimrod's civilization led to a society of
babbling idiots.
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Today we see how, in history, God overrules
man's foolishness.
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Today we will see that God, in His sovereign
grace, . . .
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Reveals Himself to one man of Shem's
descendants by the name of Abram.
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Not only does God bless Abram and changes
his name to Abraham, ...
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But he gives him a land and a city that will be
for God's glory.
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That city is the earthly Jerusalem.
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Man's city is full of opposition and rejection of
God.
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Man's city is full of arrogance and pride.
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Man's city has no room for the worship of the
true God.
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So God makes . . . a temporary provision for g
city . ..
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A city where His name will be glorified.
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God makes a temporary provision for a city . . .
where God is worshiped and his name lifted up.
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God makes a temporary provision for a city
where people of all nationalities . . . and
backgrounds . . . can come and learn from the
true God.
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Have you noticed that | keep on saying it was a
temporary city?
FEMFEEI—E2U » [ —FEE R
iy 2

This is important because Christians focus on
the heavenly Jerusalem, not the earthly one.
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God makes a temporary provision for a city
called "the city of peace". . .

T T — PR o A T2
W oo

Why peace?
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Because Melchizedek, the king of

righteousness . . . was also the king of Salem . .
or the king of peace.
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And Melchizedek dwelt there.
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We first hear of Jerusalem when Abraham
meets Melchizedek.
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Abraham gave the king a tenth of all of his
possessions.
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Then Abraham, in total obedience to God, . ..

offers his son as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah
near Jerusalem.

Ja R ARRL 0 A PRI AR - 7EHR B S
BRI EERE L | > DL R Rkga 1 o

But God again overrules and accepts Abraham's
sacrifice . . .
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and provides the sacrifice Himself.
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But it is not until king David conquers the city
and takes it from the Jesubites that it become
the center for the worship of the true God.
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There are three things you need to know abou
earthly Jerusalem.
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We will not be able to cover them all today but
we will continue in the next broadcast
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Well first of all
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Jerusalem was a temporary city chosen by
grace
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Jerusalem was a city with conditional blessing
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Third
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Jerusalem was a foreshadow of the heavenly
Jerusalem.
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Let's look closely at these three things.
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Jerusalem was a temporary city chosen by
God's grace.
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David had a deep desire to honor God.
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David had a deep desire to revere God.
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David wanted to be in the presence of God.
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And God in his sovereign act of grace and
election, honored that desire.
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My listening friends, | want you to listen very
carefully as we conclude
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If your desire is to honor the lord Jesus Christ
in your life
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God will bless you.
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If your desire in life is the glory of God like
king David. . .
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God will overrule the fumbling and the
stumbling in your life, . . .
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Like He did with David.
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As we have said many times during these
broadcasts:
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God's original intention is for man to live in a
garden. ..
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But man built the city.
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In an act of overruling mans rebellion and
stubbornness, . . .
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God permitted David to have a city.
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A city that was to be set aside for the honor and
glory of God.
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Tune in next time, and we will learn more
about this city, set aside for God.
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| will also tell you about the New Jerusalem, . . .
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The heavenly Jerusalem, . . .

k2 AR K A ERES S

Which is the hope of all those who come to the
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Until next time | wish you God's richest
blessing
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