SECTION A
ikl

1.

10.

(REgFM) BEEH XL

{ebE 55 -8
The Garden vs. The City - 8

Hello, listening friends.
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Thank you again for tuning into this broadcast
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In our last broadcast, | promised to tell you
more about the city of Jerusalem.
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We are in the middle of a series of messages
call, "The Garden vs. The City."
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Last time, we started to look at a very unique
city called Jerusalem.

F—TTH o B REE —FER IR R,
i THRES IS 1

King David offered the city of Jerusalem to
God as a sacrifice to honor Him
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Da\éid delighted so deeply in the presence of
God, . ..
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That he dedicated many of the Psalms for the
worship and the honor of God.
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Psalms 120-134 were known as the Psalms of
ascent.
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These were the Psalms that pilgrims would sir

as they made their way upward to the elevateq
mountain city of Jerusalem.
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Psalms 46,48,76,84 and 87 were known as the
Psalms of Zion.
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These Psalms became synonymous with the
presence of God.
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You might ask, "how could Jerusalem be
synonymous with God's presence?"
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"Wasn't Jerusalem only an earthly city that was
far from holy?"
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"It was inhabited by people who were far from
holy
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And that is why in its history, Jerusalem saw its
fair share of bloodshed.
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When Solomon first built the temple of
Jerusalem, . ..

Fe] > ARTS ] G HR R A 1Y E )
God's glory fell upon the temple.
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Why?
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Because wherever God is honored and
sought . . . he will show up.
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Wherever God is sought by His people with all
of their hearts . . . God will show up.
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But my listening friends, make no mistake
about this.
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Any generation that fails to seek God's glory
above all else, . . .
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If any generation gets sidetracked by false
teaching, . ..

TERA— AR > 35 B ARAY 25 K Y
i

God will desert them. ."
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If God would depart from His temple and
Jerusalem, . ..
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Certainly His Spirit will depart from any church
or any people . ..

R PR R AT RE B T AEAT — (B B = A
I

Where His glory is not first and foremost in
their minds.
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Jerusalem was a temporary city chosen by
God's grace.
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The second thing you need to know about
Jerusalem is this:
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Jerusalem was a city with conditional blessing
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David and Solomon offered Jerusalem to God
as the sacrifice that Cain would not make.
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And God accepted it.
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When the people of Israel were getting ready to
enter into the promised land
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God told them that He was taking them there
with His own supernatural power.
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Why?
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So that He could fulfill the promise that He
made to Abraham.
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But in Deuteronomy 28 He tells them
something very important.
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That in the promised land He is placing before
them two choices,
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A choice between a blessing . . . and a curse.
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The blessings of God were conditional upon
their obedience to Him.
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In the same way, when God accepted Jerusalem
by His grace, He accepted it and blessed it
conditionally.
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The conditions were very simple.
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Israel had to continue seeking and honoring and
worshiping the true God.
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And that is why when the inhabitants of
Jerusalem worshiped other god's, . . .
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And ran after other objects in life, . . .
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The Babylonians . . . were allowed to ransack
Jerusalem.
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And that same thing happened again and again
in that city.
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Finally, Jerusalem rejected the Messiah and
became the place of His crucifixion.
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And at that point, earthly Jerusalem was

rejected for good . . . and forever . . . as God's
dwelling place.
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When the city of God rejected God in human
flesh, ...
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The city of God became the fullness of satanig
strategy.
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The city of God became like all the cities of
man.
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In Luke 19:41-44 Jesus laments their rejection
of Him:
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"Jerusalem . . .you did not know the time of
your visitation."
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Jesus does not speak angrily here.
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In fact, he weeps hot tears over earthly
Jerusalem.
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God is weeping over the world today.
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God is weeping over some believers today.
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When Jesus is rejected, . . .
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When His spirit is quenched, . . .
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When His presence is not sought, . . .
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When His divinity is denied, . . .

EUN YL PER

God weeps.
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Then judgement follows.
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Jerusalem was temporarily chosen by grace.
BB 2 52 1o R A PR R O T P PR R 9k
o

Secondly, Jerusalem was a city with condition
blessings.
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Then the third thing that you need to know
about Jerusalem is this
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When Jesus encountered the Samaritan women
in John, chapter 4, . . .
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He said to her:
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"The day is coming when the true worshipers
will worship my Father neither in Jerusalem nor
in this mountain.”
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Earthly Jerusalem was merely a foretaste of the
heavenly Jerusalem.
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Earthly Jerusalem was merely a dim

representation . . . of what it means for God to
indwell the praises of His people.
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Earthly Jerusalem was but a sketch or a tiny

model of what can happen when the glory of
God is fully revealed.
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Earthly Jerusalem was a mere sample of what it

would be like to experience God's strength and
God's power.
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Listen to what Ezekiel tells us about the
heavenly Jerusalem, . . .
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He said w e will be able to truly understand

what it means to say Yahweh-Shammah . . . the
Lord is there.
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The Bible tells us that:
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In Jesus we began to comprehend what it
means to call him Immanuel

MWHBER B ERATDHRIA 2 > Frit T ELEIA
My 2faEE e

God with us.
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But like earthly Jerusalem, . . .
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We cannot comprehend fully what it means fof
God to be with us all of the time.
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Why?
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Because here on earth, we tend to run away
from Him.
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Because here on earth, we tend to forget abou
Him.
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Because here on earth, tend to ignore his voice.
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Because here on earth, we tend to be persuad
by the voices and the standards of the world
system.
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That is not so in the heavenly Jerusalem.
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In the New Jerusalem we will have
uninterrupted fellowship with God.
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There will be no television or entertainment to
divert our attention.
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In the New Jerusalem there will be no one to
whisper doubts and fear and anxiety in our eal
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Why?
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Because God's righteousness will be
permanently with us.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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God showed up when his people lifted His
name high.
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But in the New Jerusalem, . ..
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He will always be there because His name will
constantly be lifted high.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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His blessings were conditional.
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But in the New Jerusalem, . ..
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His unconditional blessing will be fulfilled.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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God's presence was sporadic.
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But in the New Jerusalem, . . .
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God will always be there.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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God's people didn't often turn up to worship
Him.
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In the New Jerusalem, . . .
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True believers will worship Him forever.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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People served Him occasionally.
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In the New Jerusalem, . . .
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His true followers will serve Him all the time.
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In the old Jerusalem, . . .
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Even His own people forsook Him and ignored
Him.
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In the New Jerusalem, . . .
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His own people will be grateful to Him and
glorify Him.
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In the old Jerusalem, . ..
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Peoples hearts sought after worldly pleasures
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In the New Jerusalem, . . .
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His true followers will delight themselves in
Him.
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The question is this
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Are you going to be there?
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Will you sing the following song in the
heavenly Jerusalem:
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Let us read it from Psalm 84
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How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD
Almighty!
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My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of

the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for
the living God.
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Even the sparrow has found a home, and thg
swallow a nest for herself, where she may

have her young a place near your altar, O
LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
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Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you. Selah
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Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.
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As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they

make it a place of springs; the autumn rains
also cover it with pools.
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They go from strength to strength, till each
appears before God in Zion.
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Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty;
listen to me, O God of Jacob. Selah
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Look upon our shield, O God; look with
favor on your anointed one.
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Better is one day in your courts than a
thousand elsewhere; | would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.
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For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the
LORD bestows favor and honor; no good
thing does he withhold from those whose
walk is blameless.
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O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who
trusts in you.
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(Psalm 84 NIV)
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You can be assured of eternity in Heaven if you
are living in the presence of God, here and now.
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If you have never committed your life to the
Lord Jesus Christ you can do that right now.
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Will you pray with me this prayer
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Lord Jesus Christ
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| want to be in Your presence in heaven
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Help me to come into Your presence here and

now
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| receive You as my Savior
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| enthrone You as my Lord
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Amen
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