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Hello, listening friends.
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What a delight for us to know that you are
tuned in to listen to this program
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We are in the midst of a series of messages
entitled “The City Verses the Garden”
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| wanted to tell you that my field of study is
social anthropology.
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And that is why | view events and changes in
the world from that vantage point.
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And the one thing that | have been noticing
throughout the world,
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Is the speed by which the world is moving
toward urbanization.
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It is unprecedented in History.
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Let me explain to you what | am saying:
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200 years ago only 2.5% of the world’s
population lived in cities.
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By 1970 40% of the world’s population lived in
cities.
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At the beginning of the 21st Century . . . just
under 80% of all citizens now live in urban

areas.
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If you ask people the following questions, you
will get predictable answers
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“Where do you find most of the pollution?”
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“In the city,” will be the answer.
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“Where do you find most of the crimes?”
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“In the city.”
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“Where do most people want to live?”
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The answer is: In the city.
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Many famous people who grew up in small
towns will tell you that they could not wait to
get out of their little town, and move to the big
city.
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There is an allure to city life.
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There is a glitter and glamour associated with
the city.
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There is fame in the city.
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There are opportunities to be anonymous in the
city.

EI T AL 2P

There is enough to keep you busy in the city.
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There is enough to keep your attention away
from God in the city.
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One of the greatest challenges of all time for
Christians in the 21st Century
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Is how to live in the city of man and yet look
forward to the city of God.
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One of the greatest temptations of all times fof
those who love God is . . .
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Is being able to enjoy God'’s creation and

blessings without losing sight of their ultimate
destiny
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And that is not an easy challenge
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Why
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Because most of us tend to love this life more
than the one to come
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In fact, . . . very few of us could say with the
writer to the Hebrews 13:14:
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“For we have not here an abiding city . . .
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but we seek after the city which is to come.”
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All of us young or old
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Love to put our eternal future out of our minds
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A class of nine year old children were asked
what they thought about eternity.
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One little boy said:
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“When you die they bury you in the ground ang
your soul goes to heaven but your body can’t

go to heaven because its too crowded up therg¢.”
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A little girl said:
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“Only the good people go to heaven the other
people go where it is hot all the time . . . like
the desert.”
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But another little boy said:
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“Maybe someday I'll die
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But | hope | don’t die on my birthday.”
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“Because it's not fun celebrating your birthday
if you're dead.”
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You see this confusion abounds, even among
believers.
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The vast majority of people in Western cultures

think that when they die they will all go to
heaven.
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There are many popular books in the West that
say that: “everybody is going to heaven.”
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Others believe that after they die, they will go
on from life . . . to life . . . to life.
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But the Bible makes it clear that only those who

accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior will go
to heaven.
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A friend of mine used to say:
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“Many people hope to be elected to heaven
who are not even running for office!”
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Today, | want to talk to those who are going to
heaven.
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Today, | want to speak to those who are assur
of heaven because of their faith and
commitment to Jesus Christ.
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Let me review again what we have learned so
far in our broadcasts.
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We saw how God’s perfect will is for humanity
to live in a garden.
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But man built a city . . .
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Primarily to run away from God.
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The consequences were the destruction of the
flood.
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Then Noah repopulated the earth.
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But one of his descendants by the name of
Nimrod . . . built the tower of Babel.
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The tower was a temple for the worship of the
Zodiac.
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The consequences of that were confusion and
babbling.
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Then we saw in our last broadcast how God
overruled the foolishness of man and provided
a temporary city.
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This city was the earthly Jerusalem dedicated
the worship and honor of God.
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But even that temporary city is now
permanently rejected by God.
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Why?
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Because its inhabitants rejected God . . . in
human flesh.
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And on a hill not far away from Jerusalem, . . .
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God in human form was crucified.
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From that moment on, . ..
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The New Testament moves away from earthly
cities . . .
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to a heavenly city . . . called the New Jerusalem.
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God never goes back.
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God moves forward.
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We will begin by looking at Hebrews 13: 9-16.
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Do not be carried away by all kinds of
strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to
be strengthened by grace, not by ceremonial
foods, which are of no value to those who eat
them.
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We have an altar from which those who
minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat.
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The high priest carries the blood of animals

into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering,
but the bodies are burned outside the camp.
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And so Jesus also suffered outside the city

gate to make the people holy through his own
blood.
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Let us, then, go to him outside the camp,
bearing the disgrace he bore.
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For here we do not have an enduring city, bd
we are looking for the city that is to come.
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Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually

offer to God a sacrifice of praise the fruit of
lips that confess his name.
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And do not forget to do good and to share

with others, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased.
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(Hebrews 13:9 16 NIV)
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There are some who think that we will go back
to animal sacrifice in the earthly Jerusalem.
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Can you imagine that after God sacrificed
Himself the greatest sacrifice of all
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Because God doesn’t go back to the shadow
after revealing the reality.
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Our eyes must be fixed not on the earthly
Jerusalem . . . but on the heavenly Jerusalem.
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The New Jerusalem is what the Bible calls
heaven.
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The New Jerusalem is the destiny of all those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing.
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The New Jerusalem is the place where believg
will spend eternity with God
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And the New Jerusalem will be the subject of
my last message in this series.
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I hope you will not miss it
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It will be an encouragement to your heart
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Those who are redeemed by the Lord Jesus
Christ:
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Are now living in earthly cities.
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They are commissioned by our Lord to be light
in the darkness of the city of man.
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They are commissioned by the Lord to be salt
in the rotting society of man.
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They are commissioned to make Jesus known
to the dwellers of every earthly city.
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They are commanded to be busy and occupied
until Jesus comes back again.
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Those who follow Jesus are instructed to show
their true witness until He comes back.
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We are told to be in the world but not of it.
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We are told by our Lord to be faithful and
diligent in all thatwe do . . .
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Without losing sight of our ultimate destiny.
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We are reminded again and again not to get too
comfortable in man’s city.
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We are not to forget about our real home.
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| want to give you 5 reasons as to why true
Christians are apt to forget about the heavenly
Jerusalem.
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We will not be able to cover them all today but
tune in next time to get the rest
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But here are the five
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One
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Many have a false perception of the heavenly
Jerusalem.
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Second
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Many vyield to the allure of what is seen on
earth.
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Third
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Many of the churches have taken on a
worldliness style.
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Four
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Many succumb to the overwhelming pressures
of life.
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And fifth
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There are many false teachings regarding
heaven.
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Let’s cover some of those five today
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First, | want to tell you about the false
perception of the heavenly Jerusalem.
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There is a great distortion about what heaven
like.
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If 1 believed that distortion | would not want to
be there either.
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Sitting on a cloud, playing a harp, wearing
halos,
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And looking very cherubic . . .
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These are not what heaven is all about.
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These things are a distortion of the heavenly
city.
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Streets of gold, pearly gates, and 24 hours of

boring church services is a distortion of what
heaven is like.
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But the truth is this
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The heavenly city is so awesome, . . .
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The heavenly city is so magnificent, . . .
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The heavenly city is so indescribable . . .
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That God told us very few things about it.
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And the reason God did not tell us a lot about
the heavenly Jerusalem is this
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Many of us would be jumping over
skyscrapers to get there.
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That is, if we knew the full story.
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The best of what we have here on earth cannot

possibly be measured by the awesomeness of
heaven.
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Think of what excites you the most here on
earth .
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And then magnify it a billion times, . . .
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And you still cannot get a glimpse of heaven.
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In Philippians 1:23, Paul calls it: “far better.”
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We have false perception of the heavenly city
that distorts its image.
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| want you to tune in next time, and | will tell
you more about why Christians are likely to
forget about the heavenly city.
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Until then | wish you God’s richest blessings
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