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Hello, listening friends.
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We are so delighted that you tuned in to listen
to this program
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We are getting close toward the end of this long

series of messages entitled “The Garden Verses 14.

the City”
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In 1988 there was a very popular little booklet
that was published.
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Some Christians became passionate about that
little book
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It was translated into many languages
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The title of the book was, "88 Reasons Why
Christ Will Return in 1988.”
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In fact the author insisted that the return of
Christ would occur in September of 1988.
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Some people went overboard with this booklet.
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Then there was a video that dramatized that
prediction.
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| knew some people who were adamant that |

had to not only read the booklet, . . . but preac
its message.
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As patiently as | could, . . . I tried to tell tiees
precious folks that even Jesus said: that only
the Father knew the hour of His return.
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Their reply was: “Oh no! This author knows
the scripture!”
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“This author has actually calculated the years of
Daniel’s vision.”
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They went on and on and on . . . about the
accuracy of the book.
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So you can understand when September of
1988 came and went, . . .
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These dear folks did not come to talk to me
again.
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The amazing thing is . . . that in my lifetime,.. .

| have seen this same thing happen at least three
times.
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Even today, . . .
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You see some people with their charts . . . and
graphs . . . and timetables,
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Dividing history into certain periods of time.
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The problem is this.
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Many people throughout history have
constantly misinterpreted the epistles of | Johr
4:3 ...

IR » IRE A —BEXAMEHIUE
= THESUE T iR o

And Il John 7, . ..
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Where John spoke of the Antichrist.
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Please listen to | John 4:3:
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“And every spirit that doesn’t confess Jesus i
not of God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist of
which you heard that is coming and now is in
the world already.”
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In both of these passages John goes on to
say . . . that there are many Antichrists!
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History is littered with people who have refuse
to understand these passages in context.
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Let me just give you a few examples:
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In AD 455, . ..
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The Roman Christians thought that the leader
of the Vandals was the Antichrist.
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Then toward the end of the Middle Ages . ..
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Some of the monks saw the corrupt Popes wh
exalted themselves . . . as the Antichrist.
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Then, at the beginning of the 13th Century . . .
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Emperor Frederick 1l and Pope Gregory IX
called each other the Antichrist.
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During the Reformation, . . .
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Many prominent Protestant Christians alll
believed that the papacy itself was the
Antichrist.
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Then, religious people in Rome . . . returned the
favor, . ..
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By referring to Martin Luther as the Antichrist
and the Man of Sin.
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During the last two centuries, . . .
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The emphasis has shifted from religious leaders
being called Antichrist . . . to political leaders.
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The list of candidates included Napoleon . . .
Hitler . . . Stalin . . . and on and on
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Why am | giving you this historical background?
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So that you don't think that the people who
make these predictions today
are new.
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In fact you, will discover from history that

every generation has its prophecies from people
with a penchant for predictions.
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A study of end times events can be fascinating.
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But trying to attach names and dates for future
Bible prophecies distracts us.
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It distracts us from the spiritual warfare that is
raging in our little world.

RAELELEEA 00 - MABER I TEFA]
RS - FEUR R R

Atthe end of WW II, . ..
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A Christian theologian was imprisoned for
taking a stand against Hitler.
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Yet, he continued even from prison to warn hig
fellow believers to resist the tyranny of the

Nazis
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A group of Christians who were convinced tha
Hitler was the Antichrist asked him:
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“Why do you expose yourself to all this
danger?”
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“Jesus will return any day now, . .."
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“and all your work and suffering will be for
nothing.”
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He replied:
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“If Jesus returns tomorrow . . . then tomorrow
Iwill rest from my labor.”
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“But today | have work to do.”
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“I must continue the struggle until it is
finished.”
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Prophecy in the Bible is not meant for making
mathematical calculations.
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It is to keep us working and reaching to the
lost, . . .

TZ I FA AR S T > FHeRCRery R B -
Working with confidence that God is in control
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My listening friends, listen very carefully
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| want to give you two biblical principles
regarding the return of Christ.
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Then | will talk to you about heaven.
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First, . ..
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Live expectantly of the return of Christ every
single day.
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Jesus said no one knows the hour.
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Jesus said that He will come as a thief in the
night when no one is expecting him.
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Jesus said to always be in a state of expectancy.
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Second, . ..
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Jesus’ return will not be local . . . as some
people teach.
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In Luke 17:23, listen to what Jesus Himself
said about His return:
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“When they tell you He is here . . . He is there!
Don’t go and don't follow them!”
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Jesus does not want us to believe the people
making these predictions.
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Why?
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Stay tuned, because | am going to tell you soon.
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A few years ago, . . .
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One of these people who predicted the return
Christ on television
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He said that when Jesus lands on the Mount @
Olives, . ..
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Every believer will see Him on television.
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What about those believers who don’t have a
television?
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Also, can you imagine those of us who love th
Lord, ...
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Those of us who serve the Lord, . . .
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Those of us who have been longing for His
appearing . ..
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Can you imagine that we'd be satisfied by
seeing Him on television?
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No!
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Listen to what the Apostle Paul said in |
Thessalonians 4:16-17:
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“For the Lord Himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command,”

Where are the dead in Christ
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With the Lord in heaven.
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Why does Paul says they will rise?
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To us, when we see them with Jesus . . .they §
resurrected.
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They will be in their resurrected bodies.
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Those who will be alive at the time of the
return of the Lord, . . .
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Will spin in the air and shed our earthly bodies
on the way up.
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. Our heavenly bodies will enclose us . . .
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And propel us up a trillion times faster than the
speed of light.
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And we will be forever with the Lord.
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I’'m aware of all the man made systems of
interpretations
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I’'m aware of the systems of interpretation that
some Christians impose upon the Bible.
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The sad point is, . . .
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Many people don’t bother to read the
scriptures for themselves.
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They listen to people’s interpretations.
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What Paul says here is very simple.
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Also let us listen to the book of Revelations
21:1-8:
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1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea.
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2 | saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband.
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3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men,
and he will live with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and
be their God.
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4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Ther
will be no more death or mourning or crying or,

pain, for the old order of things has passed
away."
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5 He who was seated on the throne said, "l am
making everything new!" Then he said, "Write

this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true."
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6 He said to me: "It is done. | am the Alpha an
the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To himp
who is thirsty | will give to drink without cost
from the spring of the water of life.
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7 He who overcomes will inherit all this, and |
will be his God and he will be my son.
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8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile,
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the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who

practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars
their place will be in the fiery lake of burning
sulfur. This is the second death."”
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(Rev 21:1 8 NIV}
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Amen
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Now, there are some good and godly people
who piece together isolated verses from
different books of the Bible, and create a
system of interpretation.
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Then they try to convince everybody that their
ideas are biblical truth.
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But the most important thing for all Christians

to remember is that they should expect the
return of the Lord every single day.
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And until that day, no matter what happens, |
shall not fear.
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Why?
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Because the Lord promised to be with me.
PR £ N 0 5 B [RITE o

He promised to be with you
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If He spares us the pain and the grief, . . .
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Then that will be absolutely wonderful.
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But if we go through tough times, . . .
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He will be with us.
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It makes no difference to the believer.
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Why?
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Because eternal life began the day you said yes
to Jesus.
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All I know for sure is that when He appears, . . .
| am going to be with Him.
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And that's enough for me.
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And | want you to tune in next time, when | tell
you more about the Heavenly City.
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Until then 1 wish you God’s richest blessings
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