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The Lord's Prayer - 3
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Hello, listening friends.
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We have been going through a series of
messages on the Lord's Prayer,
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and we talked about the fatherhood of God;
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and, today, | want to talk to you about Heaven
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because the prayer goes like this: "Our Father
Who is in Heaven..
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and | want to begin by making a series of
statements.
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| have never met anyone who bought a house
and never made plans to move in.
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| have never known anybody who is planning

to settle in another country and never bothere
to find out anything about that country.
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| have never seen anyone who makes a major

investment and never checks out how his

investment is doing.
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| have never known anyone who is traveling by
train, but, then, when he gets to the station, hg
decides to live in the railway station
permanently;
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and, yet, all of these, or some of these scenarios
seem to be the attitude of many people
regarding Heaven.
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They never think about it.
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In fact, they would just as soon pretend that
they’re going to live in this life forever.
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Many people spend more time planning a
vacation, than they will spend even thinking
about their eternity.
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Even many of those recite the Lord's Prayer and

say, "Our Father, Who'’s in Heaven," and, yet,
they never stop and ask, "Where is Heaven?"
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They never stop to ask, "What is Heaven?"
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If we say that God is in Heaven,
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and that we are heading for Heaven,
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then, we should be concerned to know
something about It.
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I’'m not suggesting that we need to be obsessed
by it to the point of being of no earthly value,
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but to let It occupy at least part of our thinking.
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Many times, we probably think about Heaven
when a loved one goes there and that only las
for a short time.
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The English word, "heaven," is derived from

the word, "heave on;"
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but, in the Word of God, the word, "Heaven," i
used to describe three very different realms.

B2 » fEEEH » K7 XD FRTERAAN
G = B o

First,
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it is used to refer to the earth’s atmosphere.
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Isaiah 55 tells us that the rain comes down fro
Heaven.
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Second,
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it is used to describe the outer space,

specifically referring to the sun and the moon
and the stars.
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It is used to describe the unending realm of
stellar constellations.
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Psalm 19 tells us that the heavens declare the|
glory of God;
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then, there is also a third Heaven referred to,

throughout the New Testament, as the realm
God.

B (EFTEER > R BT
1E o

It is a definite place,
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a heavenly country.
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Heaven is a New Jerusalem.
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Heaven is a Home prepared only for God'’s
children.
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Paul tells us about that Heaven in 2 Corinthians
12.
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John tells us about that Heaven in the Book of
Revelation;
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so, where is God our Father?
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He’s everywhere.
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He’s in control of all these three spheres.
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He is the Power that sustains the atmosphere,
the galaxy and the heavenly country;
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yet, that incredible, vast and transcendent God
dwells in the heart of the believer.
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Our Father is very much in Heaven; but He
walks with us and talks with us.
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Our Father is in the outer heavenly space; but

He also comforts us, blesses us, speaks peace t
a troubled soul.
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Our Father is holding together the engine that

orchestrates the vast galaxies and keeps them
from spinning out of control;
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and, yet, He is nearer to us than our hands and
feet.
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What a precious Father He is to His children!
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The Bible tells us few things about Heaven in
order to whet our appetite, as it were.
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The Bible tells us enough about Heaven to
make us long for It.
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Every time the Apostle Paul thought of Heaven,

he became torn—in the positive sense—
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in Philippians 1:23 and 24,
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that ought to be the cry of every God-loving
believer.

RXNZE B — (g L LIE -

Jesus is telling us, here, in the Lord's Prayer,
that Heaven is our heavenly Daddy’s native
environment.
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Heaven is His natural abode.
Ko B MR NS -

Heaven is His home Which He wants to share
with all of those who trust Jesus as their Savior
Brother.
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Heaven is Heaven, because our heavenly Father

is there.
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Heaven is Heaven, because His government i
supreme there.
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| want you to think with me, just for a moment.
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We said that Heaven is where Jesus is.
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How can anyone reject Jesus and, yet, want to
be with Him in Heaven?
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If they refuse to have anything to do with Him

on earth, how can they expect to be where Hig
full abode is?
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| think Heaven would be a miserable place for
those who do not love the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Why?
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Because His presence fills Heaven.
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Surveys often show that most people think that
they will go to Heaven after they die;
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but many of these same people hate Jesus.
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Their number one concern is to please
themselves, instead of God,;
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yet, they think that they’re going to Heaven.
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| wonder why they think Heaven is a place for
them.
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It is my hope and prayer that those listening to

me have surrendered their life to Jesus Christ,
so they can be assured of Heaven.
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To help you think about Heaven, let me tell you
about twelve things.
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Number one,
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in Heaven, we will be free from Satan’s assaults.
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Number two,
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in Heaven, there is no separation.
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Number three,
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in Heaven, there are no tears or anguish.
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Number four,
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Heaven is a place where there is no more deal
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Number five,
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there is no sorrow or remorse in Heaven.
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Number six,
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John tells us that there is no crying in Heaven.
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Number seven,
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in Heaven, there are no painful memories, nor
nightmares, nor broken hearts.
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In Heaven, there is a total release.
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That is why we pray to our Father Who is in
Heaven.
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Number eight,
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there is no Temple in Heaven —
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no church,
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no sanctuary,
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no need for building a church building.
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In Heaven, we won't need that, because Jesus

will be there.
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There will be no sin, no Satan, no world to
overcome.
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Number nine,
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the Bible tells us that there will be no sun or
moon in Heaven.
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Because in Heaven we will be set free from our
ties to this terrestrial sphere,
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time will be no more.
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We are forever dominated by schedules, plans
and programs.
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We are forever mastered by the calendar.
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In Heaven, there will be no sense of urgency.
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In Heaven, there will be no tyranny of time or
harried life.
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We will be praising God, and singing
constantly and perfectly.
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Number ten,
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there will be no night in Heaven.
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The darkness of misunderstanding will banish.
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The darkness of anger and hurt will banish.
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About eighty percent of our problems are
caused by misunderstanding, which clouds our
relationships.
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Most of us don’t understand each other.
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Most of us don’t understand God’s dealing with
us.
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Most of us don’'t even understand our own
complex self.

RKEMEEATHEC 2

In Heaven, the darkness of misunderstanding
will be illuminated, for we shall know Him as
He is.
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We shall know as we are known.
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In Heaven, all fears, all doubts, all
misunderstandings, all misjudgments will
disappear.
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In Heaven, all animosities that create darkness

in our lives will vanish.
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That is why we pray, “Our Father, Who is in
Heaven...”
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Number eleven,
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John tells us that, in Heaven, there is no
defilement.
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On earth, everywhere you turn, you find

different things trying to contaminate our
thoughts,
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contaminate our attitudes,
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contaminate our morals,

15 3B TR E FER -

contaminate our convictions,
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contaminate our minds.
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All of these contaminants seem to conspire to

weaken our will to love God and obey Him
with all of our hearts;
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but, in Heaven, these influences are no longer
there.
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Why?
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Because our Father is in Heaven.
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What a glorious place!
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Are you going there?
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If you die today, can you be sure that you're
going to Heaven?
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Number twelve,
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in Heaven, sin will not be there.
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Just as we will be free from the pull of gravity,
we will be free from the pull of sin,
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because our Father is in Heaven,
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Here, on earth, our best efforts and our finest
endeavors leave us empty and dissatisfied.
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Ouir loftiest achievements can leave us
disappointed and disenchanted.
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Even the moments when we are on top of a

mountain—invariably, they are followed by
months in the valleys;
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but not in Heaven.
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Everywhere we look in the world, we find
injustice, unfairness, scheming and
manipulations;
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but not in Heaven.
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Millions of people throughout the world live
lives of quiet desperation.
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They live a life that seems to be one continuo
tedious bore, and, inwardly, they feel that their
life is empty and meaningless;
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but not in Heaven,

HERE  X—VAZHET -

because we will be busy, reigning and ruling
with Him.
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Heaven is our Father’s natural habitat.
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but, here is the Good News, here and now.
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When you invite Jesus into your life, He comes$

in and brings a foretaste of Heaven, here and
now.

A {REESZ BRI AR A > FlHIS st
EHUR B BIRA LR o
Jesus said, in Luke 17:20 and 21,
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“The Kingdom of Heaven is within you;”
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and that is why only those who have the Holy
Spirit of God dwelling in them, here and now,
will dwell in the heavenly Father’s abode in thg
hereafter.
FiTA > VR ARRE LI e 20 sl I i e 2 2 R gk
MBTTL BN - R n] DLk 5 A
1E o

Let me ask those of you who have committed
your lives to Jesus Christ,
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how much preparation have you made for
Heaven, your eternal Home?
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| want to tell you a story in conclusion.
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A farmer took his new minister to his farm and
stood, right there, in the middle of the farm,;
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and he said to the preacher, “As far as you can
see in this direction, | own;”
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then, he turned to the right side, and he said,
“As far as your eye can see in that direction, |
own;”
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then, he turned to the left side and said, “As far

as your eye can see in that direction, | also
own;”
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then, he turned around, and said the same thing,

“As far as your eye can see in that direction, |
own.”
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. The country preacher looked him in the eye and

pointed to Heaven, and said, “How much do
you own in that direction?”
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The Apostle Paul tells Timothy, in 1 Timothy

6:19 and 20, that we are to be laying a
foundation in Heaven.
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| have news for you.
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Only what you send on to Heaven will be
awaiting you.
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Everything that you own, here on earth, you
will leave behind.
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It will be, either, squandered by somebody else,
or, burned in the Day of Judgment.
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How much do you own in Heaven'’s direction?
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Now, those of you who have never committed
your life to Jesus Christ,
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69. you can do that now and be assured of Heaven.
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70. Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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