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Hello, listening friends, and thank you for
tuning in to this broadcast.
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We have recently begun this new series of
messages called, “The Secrets of Positive
Living.”
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It is based on the book of 2 Corinthians in the
New Testament.
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And there are fifteen of them in all.
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So far, | have shared the first two with you.
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Do you remember them?
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Number one is the practicing of the
inflow/outflow equation of God’s blessings in
our lives.
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And number two is claiming the priceless
deposit of Christ’s sacrifice for us.
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In today’s message, | will share with you the
third secret of positive living.
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But | want to begin by saying that most people
know what forgiveness is.
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| have talked to scores of people who would say 20.
to me, “I know that Christ has forgiven my sing,
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but | have a hard time accepting that.”
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| have met scores of people who would say to
me, “I know | need to forgive someone, but I'm
having a hard time doing that.”
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So the problem is not intellectually
understanding forgiveness and the importance
of it,
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the problem is how to accept forgiveness and
give forgiveness.
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Even secular counselors will tell you that
forgiving is good for your health.
BIEEANE R HE 5 S th 2 &R (R - A B
T B (R

But the Bible makes it clear that receiving and
giving forgiveness is only possible in the
context of Jesus’ unconditional forgiveness of
sins.
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The Bible makes it clear that if you have
received forgiveness from the hand of God
through Jesus Christ, then you have no other
option than to forgive others.
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This third secret of positive living comes to us

directly from 2 Corinthians chapter 2 verses 5-
17.
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Paul gives us seven reasons why we have no
option but to forgive a repentant person.
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Then he goes on to give us a visual image tha|
will help us practice forgiveness.
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Reason number one,
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forgiveness empowers us to defeat pride.
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Look at verse 5 with me.
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One of the main reasons we refuse to forgive
someone is pride.
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Pride causes us to nourish self pity and self
protection.
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Pride wants us to retaliate and hit back.
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What is the problem that Paul was dealing witl
here?
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Paul was apparently assaulted by one of the
Corinthians, who later repented.
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But some of Paul’s supporters said, “We can’t
forgive that person yet.
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He has not suffered enough.”
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Paul said, “Don’t do that. | am neither bitter nor
resentful.
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| have forgiven him.

HELIF M T -

If the man repented, | have no option but to
forgive him completely.”
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My listening friend, listen very carefully.
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Positive living has no room for holding on to
past offenses, sins, and strife.
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And that is why Paul said he will not let
bitterness and unforgiveness steal his joy and
effectiveness for God.
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The second reason for forgiveness is showing
mercy.
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Look at verse 6 of chapter 2 of 2 Corinthians.
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The punishment inflicted upon the offender, as
far as Paul was concerned, was enough.
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The third reason for forgiving a repentant
person is the restoration of joy.
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Look at verse 7.
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Paul is telling the Corinthians that to refuse to
forgive a repentant person is a sin that will steal
your joy.
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To refuse to forgive a repentant person causes
that person to keep on drowning in their past
sins.
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God’s purpose in forgiveness is for joy to be
restored to everyone.
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Reason number four is reigniting love.
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Look at verse 8.
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The very core of unforgiveness is a lack of love.
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A loveless person is an unforgiving person.

— P AEGRBA - BEEEERA -

And Paul said, “I refuse to live in this kind of
negative torment.”
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Reason number five is that forgiveness is a tes
of obedience.
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Look at verse 9.
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Because God commanded us to forgive a
repentant person,
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therefore, to withhold forgiveness of a

repentant person is an act of disobedience to
God.
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But, my listening friend, that does not mean

that God overlooks sin or wants sin to go
unconfessed.
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But once a sin is confessed and repented of,
forgiveness must follow,
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or else you are putting yourself above God.
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Reason number six for forgiveness is
maintaining unity.
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Look at verse 10.
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Many times in both the Old and the New
Testament, God urges the believers to be unif]
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The Bible tells us about certain blessings that
are only possible where there is unity.
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Unforgiveness hinders unity.
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And that is why Peter, in 1 Peter chapter 3, tel
the husbands and wives to be united.
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He said, “So that their prayer will not be
hindered.”
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Reason number 7 is to thwart Satan.
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Look at verse 11 with me.
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Satan’s plan for the individual Christian and for

the Christian home and for the Christian
communities is the very opposite of God’s plan.
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God wants His children to be humble, merciful,
joyful, loving, and obedient people.
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Satan wants people to be prideful, angry,
merciless, and disobedient.
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And when we refuse to forgive a repentant
person, we are helping Satan.
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Helping him to do what?
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To destroy—destroy homes, destroy
relationships, destroy churches, destroy
communities.
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An unforgiving spirit directly helps Satan’s
plan.
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And that is why Paul said, “We are not ignorant
of his schemes.”
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Forgiveness blesses the one who does the
forgiving and the one who is forgiven.
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Forgiveness blesses the home and the church in
which it is practiced.
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And Satan does not want us to have these
blessings.
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Right after those seven reasons for forgivenes
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Paul, almost without taking a breath, shouts
these exciting words in verses 14 and 15.
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Let’s read them together.
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And, my listening friend, this is the picture that|

Paul had in mind here when he visualizes the
victorious general, Jesus Christ,
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visualizing Him marching in an unstoppable,
triumphal procession throughout the world.
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And right behind him are all the faithful
Christian soldiers and saints who have fought
the spiritual battles against sin and Satan;
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triumphally marching behind their general,
Jesus Christ.
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And what Paul is saying to us is this—
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when you visualize yourself being in that
procession every waking moment of every day
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marching behind our triumphal general, Jesus
Christ, victorious over every sin,
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you will find it easy to forgive a repentant
person who may have hurt you.
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So what does visualizing the continuous
procession mean to you and to me today?
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It means that when you get up in the morning
and feeling Iousy,
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you say to yourself,
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“Today | am in a triumphal procession behind
my victorious general, Jesus.”
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When sickness and disease try to get you down,
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when you face problems that threaten to crush

you,
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when someone at work or at school is making
your life miserable,
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when difficult people and difficult problems
and difficult situations surround you on all
sides and you feel like you can’t face another
day,
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you have to say to yourself, “Today | am in a
triumphal procession behind my victorious
general, Jesus.”
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When Satan tries to remind you of your past
sins; sins of which you repented of long time
ago,
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you remind Satan that you are marching in a
triumphal procession behind your victorious
general, Jesus.
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When you ask someone’s forgiveness and the
refuse to forgive you,
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or when you know that you have forgiven
someone, but you still don't feel like you've
really forgiven them,
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remind yourself that you are in a triumphal

procession, marching behind your victorious
general, Jesus.
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When darkness seems to be ready to engulf y/
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when you feel that you are facing bleak future,
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when fear grips your heart,
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when guilt threatens to crush you,
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shout with the Apostle Paul and say, “But
thanks be to God, who always, always, always
leads us in a triumphal procession.
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Listen to what Paul said in Colossians chapter
verse 15.
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“And having disarmed the powers and

authorities, he had made public spectacles of
them, triumphing over them by the cross.”
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My listening friend, please listen carefully.
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If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your only
Savior and Lord,
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you are not only a conqueror, but also an heir
God and fellow heir of Christ.
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But perhaps some of you are asking, who and
what are these spoils of war for you and for me~
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These are the ones whom you have helped
rescue from eternal death to eternal life.
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What about the sweet aroma?
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That'’s the result of you forgiving a repentant
person.
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That is the fruit of showing others that the only

way to truly get their sins forgiven is through
the cross of Jesus Christ.
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What about the stench of death?
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They are the ones who refused again and again
to believe that Jesus is the only way to salvation.
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Just as the captured soldiers and generals of the
enemy were marching into certain death,
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those who thought that all religions are the

same and all ways lead to God, they are
marching, too, but only to eternal death.
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Oh, they may look beautiful and glamorous,
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they may be loved and adored by other people,
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or they may be rich and famous,
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but as far as God is concerned, they have the
stench of eternal death all over them.
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And my listening friend, listen very carefully as
we conclude.
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| don’t know where you are emotionally and
spiritually.
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In fact, only you know where you are.
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Whether you are full of pride or totally broken,
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whether you are full of self or totally
surrendered,
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wherever you are,
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whatever’s weighing you down,
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today you can begin to visualize that you are in
a triumphal procession.
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Every moment of every hour of every day,
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visualize that you are in that triumphal
procession behind our victorious Jesus.

HEIRE] - B CEERE IR ERER » ErE
TERTEAELHR

Some of you today may feel that for one reason
or another that you got out of that procession.
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Today you can get back into the procession.
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by inviting Jesus Christ to come into your life.
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Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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