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Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome to you one more time to this series g
messages from 2 Corinthians.
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We have been talking about the fifteen secrets
of positive living.
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And today, we will talk about secret number
eleven.
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Let us review the first ten very quickly.
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Number one,
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take hold of the inflow/outflow equation of
God'’s blessings in your life.
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Number two,
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cling to the priceless deposit of Christ’s
sacrifice for you.
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Number three,
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learn to enjoy giving and receiving forgiveness.
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Number four,
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overcoming timidity.
FLfRAE o

Number five,
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15. revel in the real fountain of youth.
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16. Number six,
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17. seek true health, wealth, and prosperity.
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18. Number seven,
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19. master the art of peacemaking by reconciling
others to God.
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20. Number eight,
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21. use the power of example by modeling Christ.
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22. Number nine,
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23. make your sorrow to be the back door to
happiness.
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24. Number ten
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25. is getting through giving.
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26. And today, | want to talk to you about number
eleven, which is being appreciated.
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27. Someone once said that the deepest principle in

human nature is craving to be appreciated.
BNEGUE - £ AR — M R
HeAI 1 BB A 2 AR BET o

28. I've never met anyone who does not appreciate

being appreciated.
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29. | have met people who pretended that they
don’t want or need appreciation,
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but the truth is, there’s nothing wrong with
giving or receiving appreciation.
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It is biblical to express appreciation to others.
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But it's like everything else—there’s always
the danger of extremes.
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And Paul is not talking about extreme forms of
appreciation in 2 Corinthians.
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He is talking about our biblical view of giving
and receiving appreciation.
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For example,
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the Bible says, “Give honor to whom honor is
due.”
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The Bible said, “The laborer is worthy of his
hire.”
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Today, we will see the eleventh secret of
positive living, which is being appreciated for
generous giving.
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A philosopher once said ingratitude is always 3
form of weakness.
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| have never known a truly strong person to bg
ungrateful.
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And if that’s the case, the God is the strongest
one of all.
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Why?
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Because the Bible tells us that God does not e

any sacrifice by His children go unappreciated
or unrewarded.
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My listening friend,
BorZWR K
when you understand God'’s appreciation of

your generosity and sacrifice, it becomes
overwhelming.
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And in chapter 8 of 2 Corinthians, Paul told us
that the secret of getting is giving.
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And here in chapter 9, which we will look at
today, the Apostle Paul continues by saying

God not only appreciates, but rewards,
generous givers.
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If you have a Bible, please look at 2
Corinthians chapter 9 verses 6-15.
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Verse 6 tells us,
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“Now this, | say, he who sows sparingly will

also reap sparingly and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
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Paul was speaking to a farming society.
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They understood the complete meaning of this
analogy.
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If you scatter the seeds in abundance on the
ground, you will get a large harvest.
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But if you are stingy and scatter seed lightly on
the ground, then you will get a feeble harvest.
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And Paul is advising the Corinthians to learn
this important lesson.
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He is telling them that the harvest they receive
is in direct proportion to their sowing;
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that God’s depth of appreciation for them is in
proportion for their giving back to God.
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And so the question is, how does God express
His appreciation to His generous children?

A2, [FREAE T > AT ok flot P IRE 28 ik
KL B B 2
He expresses His gratitude in four ways.
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The first is that God has a special fondness for

His generous children.
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We see this in verse 7 of chapter 9.
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The second is that God abundantly provides fq
their every need.
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We see this in verses 11 and 12.
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The third is found in verse 13, where Paul tellg
us that God is glorified through His children’s
generosity.
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And the fourth is that God answers prayers
offered on their behalf,
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which we see in verses 14 and 15.
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Let’s look more closely at these four results of
our generosity.
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Number one, God has a special fondness for
His generous children.

PR L L = % o

In verse 7, Paul says, “For God loves a cheerf
giver.”
7RSI
Bl o

RRRENA . EHATE

)]

-

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

17.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

My listening friend, this is the most precious
promise of all.
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There is no higher honor or reward.
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Of course, God loves the world in general.
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John chapter 3 verse 16 tells us this.
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And God has a deeper love for His children.
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But God reserves a special fondness and
highest love for the cheerful giver.
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We cannot imagine a greater expression of

gratitude than knowing that we are at the
pinnacle of God’s love.
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| think we all like to be appreciated.
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But when we receive appreciation from
someone who is very special to us, then that
appreciation is more meaningful to us.
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So just think—that the God of heaven is
expressing His appreciation to you.
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There can be no more uplifting thought than to
hear the almighty and the all powerful God
saying that He appreciates you.
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But who are the cheerful givers?
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Those whose giving to God comes from the
heart and not from obligatory feelings.
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God shows His appreciation to generous givers
by having special fondness of them.
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The second way God shows appreciation to
generous givers is found in verses 8-11.
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And that is that God abundantly provides for
their every need.
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Verse 8 says, “And God is able to make all
grace abound to you,
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so that in all things, at all times, having allttha

you need, you will abound in every good
work.”
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Paul uses the word ‘all’ five times just in that
verse.
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What's Paul saying here?
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He is saying that God’s gracious giving is
limitless.
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God'’s gracious giving cannot be measured.
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Why is that?
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Because through human understanding, we

think that we will have a lesser amount if we
give part of our money to God.
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But through the understanding of faith, the
opposite is true.
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When you give to God, you will have more, no
less.
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You say, “But that's not possible.”
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Oh, but you're still living in the possible world.
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But the world of faith is the world of the
impossible.
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And God has deep appreciation toward those

who live in the world of faith instead of the
world of sight.
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Let me give you some examples.
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Human wisdom says that prosperity comes

from accumulating and from hoarding and
holding tight onto your money.
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But faith says, “I trust in God’s promises to
provide all and everything | need.”
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My listening friend,
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if you have never experienced God’s
expression of appreciation for you, then you are

missing the greatest joy you can ever
experience.
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The third way that God expresses His

appreciation to the generous giver is found in
verses 11-13.
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God is glorified through the generosity of His
children.
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When other people are blessed by your
generosity, they will glorify God.
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And do you know who receives the recognition
for that gift?
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The generous giver.
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In these verses, Paul is saying that giving is th
proof of genuine salvation.
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And an expression of obedience always bringg
glory to God.
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Many of the poor believers during Paul’s time
knew of the city of Corinth because of its
reputation.

TERET IR - 17 2 55 BB EER AN
18 > BFARS RMR AR

You say, “What's that reputation?”
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Corinth was known as a city of immorality and
idolatry.
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So imagine their incredible, overwhelming joy

when they hear that there were believers in
Corinth,
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and that these believers were supporting them.
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And they will give glory to God who calls
people out of that sinful city to be their brother
and sisters in Christ.
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Imagine the thanksgiving and the glory they
gave to God because of that.
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So, number one, God expresses appreciation
His generous children.
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Secondly, He abundantly provides for them.
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Thirdly, God becomes glorified through them.
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Fourthly, and finally, by answering prayers
offered on their behalf.
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Paul tells us about this in verses 14 and 15.
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Verse 14 says, “And in their prayers for you,
their hearts will go out to you because of the
surpassing grace God has given you.”
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The prayers offered up on behalf of the

Corinthians because of their generosity were a
great blessing.

XEEIRMER ZRRE > B2 AR L85
& B MR RRI P

These people might not have been rich,
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they may not have been able to give much
financially.
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but they sent faithful prayers to God on behalf
of the Corinthians.
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And we see this in verse 15.
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“Thanks be to God for His incredible gift.”
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So, my listening friends, as we bring this

message to conclusion, | want you to remember
this.
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Show your appreciation to the Lord for His
abundant blessing on you.
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Express your appreciation to those around you.
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And until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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