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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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We're always delighted to know that you are
listening to these broadcasts,
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and we love to hear from you.
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We have been going through the fifteen secret
of positive living,
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and they come directly from 2 Corinthians.
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Today, we’re going to talk about the thirteenth
secret.
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But let me quickly review the first twelve
secrets.
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Number one,
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practice the inflow/outflow equation of God’s
blessings in your life.
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Number two,
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cling to the priceless deposit of Christ’s
sacrifice for us.
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Number three,
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learn to give and receive forgiveness.
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Number four,
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overcome timidity.
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Number five,
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revel in the real fountain of youth.
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Number six,
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seek true health, wealth and prosperity.
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Number seven,
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master the art of peacemaking by reconciling
others to God.
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Number eight,
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use the power of example by modeling Christ.
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Number nine,
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make sorrow to be the back door to happiness.
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Number ten,
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getting through giving.
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Number eleven,
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being appreciated for generous giving.
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Number twelve,
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develop good pride.
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Now let's go on today to the thirteenth secret g
positive living.
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If you have a Bible, please turn to 2 Corinthians
chapter 11, beginning at verse 1.
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| want to give you a whole new concept today.
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We have been taught that jealousy is a sin.
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And yet, the thirteenth secret for positive living
is this—jealousy can be a virtue.
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How can that be?
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Well today, | want to show you that if you
know how to exercise godly jealousy, you will
experience fulfillment.
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And the best place to start for this lesson is with
God Himself.
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Throughout the Bible we read that God is a
jealous God.
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One of God’s characteristics is jealousy.
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In the second commandment in Exodus 20 angd
in Deuteronomy chapter 5 verse 9, God said of
Himself, “I am a jealous God.”
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In Joshua 24:19, Joshua calls God a jealous
God.
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In 1 Corinthians chapter 10 verse 22, Paul call
God a jealous God.
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And these just few of the references about the
jealousy of God in the Bible.
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If this type of godly jealousy is used by God,

then you and | need to learn how to develop a
godly jealousy.
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Some of you are still thinking, you know, how
can jealousy be a virtue?
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The problem is the confusion of the word
‘iealousy.’
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Many people think it means envy.
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But those two words do not have the same
meaning.
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Jealousy and envy are two different concepts.
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Envy is desiring what belongs to another person.
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But jealousy is the protecting of what belongs
to you.
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Envy is a sin;
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jealousy is not.
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Let me illustrate.
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When a husband and wife love each other, they
should guard their relationship, right?
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But suppose a third person tries to intrude in
their relationship.
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What happens then?
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Jealousy kicks in.
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Is that wrong?
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No.
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In fact, the opposite is true.

L FIEGFHHR -

It would be wrong not to be jealous.
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Why?
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Because exclusiveness is the very heart of
marriage.
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Jealousy is merely guarding what belongs
exclusively to the couple.
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At this point, jealousy is a virtue.
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Why does the Bible say that God is jealous
toward His children?

LT 00 rERLZ R & ER B
We. 2

Because we are often tempted to run off with
somebody else.
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And God feels jealousy when we are misled by
false teachers and empty rituals.
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God feels jealousy when we are misled by sell
worship and material possessions.
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Why is that?
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Because God’s commitment to you, His child,
is a total commitment.
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And total commitment produces deep emotions.
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And when a total commitment is not returned,
jealousy occurs.
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God is jealous when His exclusive love for us is
not returned.
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God is jealous when His passion for us is
ignored.
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God’s jealousy is a good type of jealousy.
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However, because of our sinful nature, we
sometimes distort jealousy and turn it into sin.
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Bad jealousy is possessive, insecure, and
suspicious.
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But God'’s good jealousy is pure, holy, and
righteous.
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God’s good jealousy is selfless and perfect.
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But why does God have to feel jealous when
we forsake Him?
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Because He is an all knowing God.
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God knows that when we are led away from
Him by false teaching, the consequences can be
very painful and deadly.
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And God loves us too much to let us wander
into danger.
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God understands that when we are deceived,
we will miss His blessing.
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God is jealous when we wander away from
Him, because He wants to protect us from har
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And that is why God’ jealousy is not only a
virtue, but also power for positive living.

I > AR A GE — PSS - R
PR A TE Y BE

Now if you have a Bible with you, please turn
to 2 Corinthians chapter 11.
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And here, | want to show you the thirteenth
secret for positive living.
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The Apostle Paul is demonstrating this godly
jealousy here.
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Why?
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Because some Christians have been misled b
deceivers.
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And Paul uses the illustration of a marriage
relationship in verse 2.
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Paul said, “For | betrothed you to one husbandg,

so that to Christ | might present you as a pure
virgin.”
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Paul is referring to the legally binding status of
a marriage betrothal.
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In the days of Paul, betrothals were only brokg
by death or divorce.
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During the time of betrothal, the bride
anxiously waits for the wedding day.
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During the time of betrothal, it is the father’s
responsibility to protect his daughter.
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The father protects the bride so that she remains
pure for her future husband.
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And Paul is saying that because he led the
Corinthians to the Lord,
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he feels protective of them, just as a father
would of his daughter.
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Paul feels responsible for their spiritual safety.
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Paul wants to protect them from false teachers.
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Paul sees his protection of them as his
responsibility as their spiritual father
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until he presents them to the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Bridegroom, on that great day.
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Now this is a common analogy in the Christian
faith.

ERBAREMF » XEAFKHHAERLL

My o

The followers of Christ make up the church
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and the church is the bride of Christ.
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And when we come to Jesus Christ and accept

Him as our Savior and Lord, our relationship is
like a binding betrothal to Him, our bridegroom.
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And one day, as we remain faithful to Him, we
will celebrate our marriage supper with Him.
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When we meet Jesus in heaven, it will be better 28.

than any celebration on earth.
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And Paul saw himself in the father’s role for
the bride.
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And so when he saw the Corinthians following
false teachers, he was heartbroken.

FLA > St UL 2 A 25 B U i 24
YIEE > fl{75& 70 e

And godly jealousy is how Paul feels about his
efforts with the Corinthians.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 11, Paul talks about his

sufferings and sacrifices.
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He endured stonings, whippings, and
imprisonments.
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He endured hunger and sleepless nights.
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All of that, so that he may present the believer
to their Bridegroom in heaven.
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Paul knew that his sacrifices were worth the
pain, because people were following Christ.
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And all he wanted from the believers is to stay
faithful in their love for Christ.
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He wanted them to remain faithful to the truth
of the gospel.
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And that is why Paul’s jealousy was a good and
godly jealousy.
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Paul was protective of the spiritual wellbeing of
the Corinthians.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully as
we come toward the end.
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To be jealous when you see a believer being
misled is not being judgmental.
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Expressing jealousy for the truth is one of the
secrets for positive living.
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In fact, not being jealous when a believer runs
from the truth is being apathetic.
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If we do not feel jealousy on God’s behalf, then
it is because we are self-focused.

WIEREA A e » BB R AR
HEAFLT -
We are to be concerned for what concerns God.
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When we experience godly jealousy, we will
care for each other
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because God’s jealousy will help us serve one
another.

BRh 2 AR 2B HA T AR 7 -

Godly jealousy will help us protect each other
spiritually.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 11, Paul warns against
false teachers.
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These false teachers were pretending to be
genuine believers, but they were not.
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Even today, we have to be cautious about false
teachers.
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Some false teachers may talk about the Bible,
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but they are false teachers if they do not
proclaim that only Jesus, who is God, became
man.
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They are false teachers if they do not proclaim

that Jesus is the only way for us to reach
heaven.
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My listening friend, this is a time for us to be

vigilant.
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This is the time for us to understand the virtue
of godly jealousy.
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As the world continues to tempt believers to
compromise their beliefs and live in apathy, we

need to exercise godly jealousy to protect all
believers against deception.
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We can use this power of positive living as a
tool to bless each other.
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My listening friends, it is my hope for you
today that you develop godly jealousy for other
believers.
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| hope you develop a holy, righteous jealousy
for all the followers of Christ.
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Until next time, 1 wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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