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Hello, listening friends, and welcome to this
broadcast.
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What a joy it is for us to know that you have
tuned in once more.

BATTAR S 4R B — R
We are drawing near the end of this series of
messages.
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We have been talking about the fifteen secrets
for positive living as we see them in the life of
the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians.
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And today, | will share with you the fourteenth
secret of positive living.
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And if you have a Bible, please turn to 2
Corinthians chapter 12 verses 1-10.
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We’'ll be reading this with you in just a moment.
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But | want to begin by saying that we all face
difficulties in life.
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We face difficulties when we’re young,
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and we will face difficulties when we are old.
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We all meet abrasive people.
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We all experience illness.
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We may face financial hardship.
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We may have an unhappy marriage or
rebellious children.
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We may struggle with a fear of failure or
depression.
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All of us face different obstacles in our lives,
and some of these obstacles are painful.
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Some people read in the Bible this phrase, “a
thorn in the flesh.”
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And they apply that phrase to their own trials in
life.
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But when the Apostle Paul talked about a thorn

in the flesh, he was not talking about the
normal difficulties of life.
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Paul faced more physical suffering than most
people will ever experience.
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Paul faced more mental anguish than most
people will ever experience.
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And yet, Paul did not consider these sufferings
as a thorn.

HER D A X B oy = /E—HROR

In fact, he lists some of his sufferings in 2
Corinthians chapter 11 verses 24-27.
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Let’s read those together.
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Paul experienced overwhelming obstacles.
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But Paul was not referring to these difficulties
when he was talking about his thorn in the fleg
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What did Paul mean when he talked about
“thorn in the flesh”?
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Paul’'s thorn was a result of a great blessing
from God.
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Paul was highly honored and privileged by God.
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But great honor and privilege can lead to
conceit.
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So to prevent conceit in Paul’s life, God
allowed a thorn in his flesh.
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In the original language, the word ‘flesh’ does
not necessarily mean the physical body.
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Here in 2 Corinthians, Paul uses the word
‘flesh’ to mean his inner being.
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Whatever type of thorn that Paul experienced,
his pain was very real.
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My listening friend, let me ask you this.
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Have you ever experienced something so
painful that you kept it hidden?
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That pain was so deep that most people around
you did not know it was there.
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Yet that pain would be with you wherever you
go.
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The pain would constantly torment you.
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That intense pain is what Paul experienced with
the thorn in the flesh.
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Do you have a thorn in your life that God is
using to keep you humble—
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something so painful that you can only talk to
God about?

RITHIRI B TR - BR T #2290 » RTCER &I
AT A -

How you handle this thorn will lead to either a
positive or negative life.
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And this is the fourteenth secret for the power
of positive living—
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seeing stars instead of scars.
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In this series of messages, we have been
learning about the secrets of positive living.
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Today, we will learn about one of the most
important secrets in the entire series.
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Why is this secret so important?

It L IX L EEE 2

Because discovering this secret will give you
victory.
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Today, we’ll learn how to have happiness
instead of sadness in life.
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God only allows painful thorns in our lives
when everything else has failed.
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If God tried to teach us humility but we
continue in arrogance,
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if God tried to teach us gratitude but we
continue in selfishness,
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if God has tried to teach us reverence but we
continue to ignore His power,
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then God will use a thorn in our flesh so that w
will focus on Him.
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Some of you might be asking, “How do | know
that | have a thorn?”
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Let’s look at what the Apostle Paul says about
the thorn in the flesh.
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In your Bible, turn to 2 Corinthians chapter 12.
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There are two conditions that must exist in
order for a person to possibly receive a thorn.
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First, that person must be extraordinarily
blessed by God.
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This person may be blessed in talent, wealth, or
other gifts.
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Secondly, that person has allowed those
blessings to make him prideful.
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He begins thinking that his success is due to his
own strength and not God'’s grace.
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And this is the heart of why some people
receive thorns.
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In 2 Corinthians, Paul describes himself as
being greatly privileged by God.
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God gave Paul incredible revelations about
heaven.
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Paul saw things so spectacular that he could
verbalize them.
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But in order to keep Paul humble, God alloweq
a thorn in his flesh.
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So to qualify for a thorn, you must have these
two conditions.
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You must first have extraordinary blessings,
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and you have become prideful over these
blessings.
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You may be asking, “What type of thorn was i
Paul’s flesh?”
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We do not know what this thorn was.
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Throughout the years, people have offered
numerous theories.
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Some thought that Paul’s thorn was physical
iliness.
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Others said it was headaches or malaria or
epilepsy or a disease of the eye.
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Others have said it perhaps was a speech
impediment.
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All of these are possibilities.
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But the truth is that the Scripture does not tell
us what Paul’s thorn was.
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| have a theory that Paul’s thorn was emotiond

in nature.
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Why do | say this?
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Paul often endured physical pain through his
imprisonment and travel.
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Paul tolerated more pain in a few years than
some of us would tolerate in a lifetime.
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So it is possible that physical pain would not
make an effective thorn for Paul.
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And that is why | think Paul’s thorn was an
emotional pain.
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We have seen throughout this series of

messages of how Paul’s greatest heartache was
the betrayal by his friends.
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Paul was pained greatly by his friends.
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And Paul experienced difficulty in releasing
these hurts.
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Can you imagine the pain of rejection by your
loved ones because they believed lies about you
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Often, the pain of betrayal can be more painful
than a physical pain.
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And possibly, this emotional pain was Paul’s
thorn in the flesh.
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But | also believe that we do not know Paul’s

thorn in the flesh because the Holy Spirit
deliberately did not want us to know.
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Why?
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So that all of us could relate to Paul’'s thorn in
whatever circumstance we’re in.
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Your thorn may be physical pain,
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your thorn may be emotional pain,
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your thorn may be a painful relationship,
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your thorn may be financial problems.
{RERI AT BE 2 22057 7 TR A 5E -

Whatever your thorn is, you can look to Paul’s
example of how to handle the pain.
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The problem of a thorn is not the pain itself.
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The problem is learning how to handle the pail
in a positive manner.
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And we can learn from Paul how to turn a
painful thorn into a power for positive living.
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Now don’t misunderstand me, please.
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Paul was not excited about his thorn.
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Paul was tormented by his thorn.
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In 2 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 8, he tells ug
that he begged God to remove the thorn.
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Three times Paul pleaded with God to remove
his thorn.
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But when God did not remove the thorn, Paul
changed his attitude.
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He stopped begging God to remove the thorn.
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Paul decided to use this thorn as a power for
positive living.

TRERIE - (AR > A R AR T Y

JisE o

In verse 10, Paul said he delights in his
weakness.
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How did he turn his thorn into a blessing?
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Chapter 12 verse 9 tells us how.
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God told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for you
and My power is made perfect in weakness.”
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When Paul heard God’s words, Paul understood
his thorn.
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He knew that he was weak, but God is strong.
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And Paul decided not to dwell on his suffering,
but to focus on God’s strength.
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Paul placed his confidence in God, not himself.
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Paul saw his thorn as God working in his life.
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And so Paul began to boast about God’s
strength instead of his own.
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And my listening friend, as we conclude today,
we can learn from Paul’'s example.

ERWK » THBRELSE R T > 1EEA]
SJRE I

God may not remove your thorn, but he will
give you strength in your weakness.
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And so, my listening friend, do you have a
thorn in the flesh?
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Has your thorn caused you deep
disappointment in life?
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Then Paul’s advice to you would be, allow God
to use that thorn to display His strength.

A2 RE S IRES U LR R
RIS ATl

Has your thorn caused you emotional suffering?
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Then allow God to heal your hurts;
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then allow God’s power to flow through you.
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Whatever your scars may be, let God turn them
into stars.
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Ask God to show you His purpose.
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Ask God to reveal His power.
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Ask God to fulfill His promises.
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Ask God to reveal His glory in your life.
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Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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