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We welcome you once again to this broadcast|
HATTER GRS XA H
We are delighted that you have been able to

stay with us and listen to these broadcasts as
they come to you every week

RE 4R R RER =T XA H -
It is our prayer that God is using these words
the Scripture to bless your life

HA TSR X L Z LS TE G AR A R o

And once again we are going to turn our eyes
[l Timothy

SFHNT LB T -

And again | want to start by asking you a
question

LEEAETARIS SRl R — 4 A -

Have you ever had an identity crisis

IRERAEMNE T EBA ) a2

The way to know if you have an identity crisis
is this way

ML s st e ARG R a4 hd TH
etk 1 pyfatil -

Do you know who you are
{AISSIBER Afcated i

Do you know what you believe
TREIE ARG (T 20 2

Do you know where you came from

TRFNTE (R AR B SR ngy 2

Do you know where you are going
TR ETE RAER L0 2

| think there are Christians who think that a
Christian is the one who makes it to church
regularly
HEELEGELLN - e BRI BN 0 B
REBET

That person has an identity crisis

XA NRIE TEEEIA 1 BEIL -
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The person who believes that the Christian is
the one who just goes and sits in the pews and
catches up on his sleep

HEANUy > HERZ A » (2T g
N ER R BTE -
That person is having an identity crisis

XN TEBEWIA I BELT -

The person who thinks that a Christian is the
one who goes to church in order to be seen

HAAUNECB# =S HELEAKE
R
That person has an identity crisis

XN TEBEIIA I BELh -

The one who thinks that being a Christian is to
identify with a church or a denomination

HAANUNE TR EZ 2B R IR 5
BT -

That person has an identity crisis

XA TEBEIIA L BEdLH o

Yet there are some others who think

A HA AKX AT

That a Christian is a person who goes along to
get along

FEEDERERPA -

Just being kind to his neighbors
A TBoEREAR

Hglsees no evil and hears no evil and speaks no
evi

fAE ~ AT~ AUFRERYE
This is all fine

XA T

That person has an identity crisis

XN TEBEHIA I BELT -

Still there are others who think that a Christian
is the one who is a person who happens to be
born in a Christian family

WHEA S » A RAEFEEEHRIRER
HEEEEET -
That person has an identity crisis

XN TEBEHIA I BELT -
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No wonder there are so many identity crisis’ in
the world today

HEEES RS BRI 2 2/ T BEEIA 1 /Y
fatl -

| remember a man who went to a convention
BEEE—MAEHS

And in these conventions, they put nametags
so they can recognize each others’ names

EZH &5 NRTZEE Ed# R ER
7l -

And this particular person had two nametags
each side

[LIRESOMPAN A1 A iy i

And when somebody asked him why two
nametags

A A2 AW ANMESF

He said because | am having an identity crisis
filisd » ROt T B il o ffEil -

These people are suffering because they are
confused about who they are

XEE ARG EH RS i o HIEE
IR ©

Others like to characterize Christians who are
not committed to Christ as nominal Christians

HIME NI B AL DY B E 4 X
Y EEAE -

Or they sometimes refer to him as a Christian
name only

B H I RRA A R B TE

Or they can say, well he is just half Christian
BORRA0 N N BE -

| want to tell you, this does not make sense
LB AR » A2 A B -

Either you are a Christian or you are not

IR 8 L R > BARRIELEE

A woman cannot be half pregnant

— PN AAHEEREA -

The Bible does not say

ELH AN

That if you repent to a certain degree
MR BN TRE

That you will be damned to a certain extent
AR AT LS FAPREERY AT o

That is the gospel according to the devil
XA LR (R R o
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It doesn’'t mean that Christians will not wander
off sometimes

XA EEA 2T AR -
It doesn’t mean that some Christians may go

through a period of time in their life when they
are disobedient to God’s word

XA > FBAE T DATEA A AR H R 3

B o BT A AR

But when they go through these periods in their
lives

T =4 AR AT 17 35 A Py s 7 e

They know deep down that they are in the
wilderness of disobedience

fil A TR KIE B OV RS iy B o
So what is the identity of the Christian then
W2 > BEEN S22 2

A Christian is the person who repents of his
sins

FEERIATRIBSRAA

Surrender his life to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ

R A a A EAZ 4 R EL B R A -

A Christian is the person who must

acknowledge that without Jesus’ dying on the
cross for his sins

FBPELLAN » F ERE & T HROR Jy i 58
SEtE AL >

He will not go to heaven

fill LA REGE R A <

And in this series of messages entitled Don’t
Ever Give Up

MTEXA TRARFE 1 WRVIEER -

The apostle Paul does not want Timothy to go
through an identity crisis

(ERER D A SR T HHAfIA g 1Y
fatl -

He must know who he is
L AZAE E O i
Where he came from

ftls AR LK -

And where he is going

fAERE 2 -

So he carefully chooses certain imagery to
explain to him the life of a Christian

TRRD R T LA Lk - A5 EE AR -
T2 BB pEny L -
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These images are found in chapter two of Il
Timothy

TESREEK G P58 — St ] H B X L gy -
And they are six in number

HEEHR -

If you understand this imagery
QNSRAREH H X L By -

And if you are able to apply it to your life
MREME RN TEAETE | o

| can promise you, you will not have an identity
crisis

HARIERA A T EBIFIA I AEL -
This session | am going to talk to you about
two of these imageries

G RBEPHE A by -

And in the coming weeks, | will talk to you
about the others

ELUEHTTE R » B ERIY -
But here are the six

— A XA

The first imagery is that image of the soldier
B—lEZE ARt

And the second one is of the farmer
B ARKRHE I

The third one is the athlete

= 2128 G e

Then it is the laborer

RIERTA >

Then it is the vessel

g1 -

And lastly the picture of the servant

m e e FAN AR EEmED -

We saw in the later part of chapter one
BTN — =G & W -

The sorrowful conditions of the Christians in
Asia minor

TE/INIEA 9 5B AE mT AR O

We saw a wide-spread defection from the faith
AT WF 2 BB EE 7 17500

We saw that there was a fear of identifying wit
the apostle Paul

B WA NFHE EERD IR
Some were embarrassed by Paul’'s chains and
imprisonment

A NERD AR ~ 97 5T M &AL
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We also saw their fear of losing their prestige in
society

BB WA NFBLEEA2EE

And they were ashamed lest they were called
names because of their upholding of the truth of
the gospel

A TR 5 <7 5 BB L TS ZE Ak

And here in chapter two verse 1
RS S A

S R TR
Paul urges Timothy

R XGIEEX -

That in the middle of this identity crisis
TEIXFER T B3N 1 EiLT o

That is impacting a lot of people in the church
H2 B2 NZ AT

Timothy must stand his ground

TREE R L ILETE N Y -

He must resist the prevailing mood

il AR TX B AR -

He must not succumb to the temptation

fit A Al T2
He must not give up like the others

fth e B EL A A RE R -

As if Paul to be saying to Timothy the
following

PR D U] R EE KX 230

Timothy
TREEK »

Never mind what others are thinking
ATEF AR

Never mind what others are saying
ATEF AT RS -

Never mind what others are doing
ATEFHIARISGE »

Never mind how weak and shy you may feel
AETFIRE LGS » L FH %A -

As for you Timothy
MR » IREX -

Be strong

A5 |

Can you feel the Lord saying the same thing to
you

2 A3 JR it O b R A A e 2
And he’s calling you by name

TR 4



99. And saying, as for you, you be strong

KR > TR > REN5E !
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How is Timothy to be strong
TREEE K ERE N5 ek 2
How are you to be strong

TRCERERIE SR 2

Do you just grit your teeth

N ERE R K

Or put your chin up

fa kit -

Or pull yourself together

A NIR{ERDE 2

No

R o

Telling a fearful person not to be afraid
M — Mty AN EEFE

Or to the anxious person, not to worry
B — P Oy A EAEL -
Is like telling a horse to fly
MIARY A S 5 —H

Or you telling a turtle to run

R SR L

So what is the answer

W2 » BEXEZT L2

Itis in verse 1

BAER T -

Of chapter 2

Lo A

Of Il Timothy

Y NER

There he tells him exactly where he can get hi
strength

X RDEE R RO BRI o WL
A LIRERET] ©

Take strength from the grace of God

TN R B A5 EEETT

Be strong in the grace which is Christ Jesus
S B HRERAY B B E N5 ek -

But how
E e »
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Does he stay at home and sit on his posterior
and do nothing

S RALKFIT T 4 2
Or you sit down and you recite some positive
words to yourself

BUE AL TR > AW E O L R LU

15 ?

No

REM »

One way to be strong is by investing yourself in
others

S5 ) — IR - WA AE R H
In verse 2

TS~

Paul said to Timothy

PR R HEEE T -

What you have heard from me before many
witnesses

TRTEVF 2 IR N AT WA T 2Oy
Entrust that message to faithful men
BT L

Who will be able to teach it to others
REZLT AR A ©

In other words

A AJ T -

Keep passing it on

BRELIT 2

Don't keep it to yourself
AZEUECHAE L -

By ministering to others
R AAL I -

You are using the gifts that God has given you
TRRLR AL T4 T R -

And what you are going to discover is that you
are going to overcome timidity

i AR Z > fRa] Lt iRz %
And the more you do it

TR A >

The more you will overcome fear
TRHLRRRE o A 24

And the more you do it

IR -

You will have victory over anxiety and sorrow
IR RE R DL R AT = R
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Or whatever is troubling you
a2 IR S o
When you hear a sermon

SR 198

You will not be blessed if you keep it to
yourself

HARIREUL T > KA BESIAE -

But if you share it with others and tell others
about it, you will be blessed

HIMPIRERES A= » Kika AT
LA o

When you read the Scripture

LIRBEEL

And God teaches you something new

S IRHTHIZIIR -

It will have greater impact upon your life if you
share it with others

MARG RN Z > XDJIREL 2 XREY A
e s NG I

Someone put it this way

A NIXHE -

Christianity is like electricity

FE BB MR R R — 1

It cannot enter a person unless it can pass
through

BRAEE RE XA AR B RIS 2% > AN
BEVEAMD SR HL -

So here is the first step
AT DUX 258 — 2 »
What is it

AREAT 2 2

Your Christian identity becomes clear by your
willingness to invest in others

LRIE S ATt gt A - (RIELEER) S 1 ik
RGN 1
Your Christian identity will become clear when

you are willing to give away your life and
invest it in the lives of others

LRI R NHI AR Aa A E
I > AR EEAER S 1y SLARIE I 1 -

And this is the true apostolic succession
Xt E IEEEL S T -

Apostolic succession

FHEAERITL ST -

Is passing on the word of God

LR HRYE LT o
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There are some people who believe
HEALL »

That apostolic succession

(ERERITESE »

Is when the apostle laid hands on somebody
e FHERE AL |

And they have laid hands on somebody else

AR N FHE FAERAD ALK |

And until our day

HEBATSK -

And that we have popes and patriarchs who
have been receiving these hands for 2000 years

S RZE I EHI R E S W T HEHETR%
Lk -
But that’s not quite what Paul is telling us here

A H AR RS FEIX BT AY o

In fact for a couple of hundred years, we don’t
know who laid hands on who

HE - H—WEFENRE » Bl THRARA
E L TRk B o

But Paul is telling us that true apostolic
succession

HRDEIFHA] » HIERERERE S -

Is by passing on the gospel to faithful men
R aEENA

Who will pass it on to the next generation
il SR L g T —1K -

As the past generation has given us the gospel
F-RERES e 7 A

We must be faithful with it
B8 T

We must protect it

BATLARITE

We must guard it

BATLIRFTE

Preach it and proclaim it

HEREF L HMES X -

But there is more
R E 2

We must be willing to pass it on to the next
generation

HA T EE R EL R T 1
And they will pass it on to the next generation

T S At — 1 -
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Until Jesus comes

RS NP

But you know there is another test as | told yo
for your Christian identity

SANEHE - A IR ERE S O BT
Remember the first one

IR EE— »

When you are willing to invest it in others

e JE X B FT AL HE o

And the second identity is being a dedicated
soldier

B S 2 EIEA >
Verse 3 and verse 5
H3FHEST -

Paul spent a long time in prison

RDTE A A RS [A] -

And he was able to spend time watching to
Roman soldier who was guarding him

fiE LM MELEETEH WS S -
He saw how dedicated they are

il DLAATLEV L BKEK -

He noticed how careful they are in obeying
orders

It B BT % 2 PR %

And how committed to their job
I RUEHRST -

And therefore he says, the Christian must be
like a soldier who is enlisted in God’s army

Tt i+ FEEE LR 42 A FP RS

=,
/N

And Jesus himself is our commander in chief
FHEERE a2 AT o -

We respect the armies of each nation
BATEEF—PMERZE

But we are talking about the spiritual army
EBATAT Y 28 R FRA

And just as the soldier in any army does not
expect safe or easy time

IEUHEAT—DZEAN— » TEFENBEARE T
ZEMmEFENHF -

Soldiers take hardship as a matter of course
ENBEENZ > X LIARR

Soldiers take risks

ENEER

—
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Soldiers fight to win
ENE MR Tl

In the same way in the spiritual battle
J&& R A 2 X

In the spiritual battle, there are only two people
TEB/RAIERS L HEWHA -
There is the victim and the victor

S HE SRR -

If you want to win and have victory
RARABIGRE

You must learn the rules of warfare
TR 5 2] {8 R o

If you are a soldier in Jesus’ army

R o2 EHPERZERA I £ 5T

You must be dedicated to the battle and not be
a spectator

IRLSE S Tl 2 o o A — 5
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Your priority is to win the battle

TR E RSO FTRERL -

Not to watch it from a nearby easy chair
AZHTF5 o

Because if you are not a victor, you will be a
victim
WAMRIRAZHERNZE - a2 EEH T -
And God wants you to be a victor
AR R

He wants to give you victory

P R IG IR ER] -

Are you ready?

IRPe s 105 2

In the next week | am going to tell you about a
third way of identifying your identity
TR THE REEESHIE =
NI

But | want to remind you of the two that we
looked at today

HHARE RS R BAT TS R A7
Being willing to invest in others

EEX AT H

And being a soldier in Jesus’ army

LLE » VEHRERARE ST -



11. May God bless you until next time
EHG LR » TRE2 !



