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Hello and welcome to this broadcast one morg
time

R > REF > FHRIGHR -

We are glad that you have decided to listen
again

HATR = 4R 8 B T X AT E e

| want to remind you that the last time we werg
together | shared with you about two things
that’s going to keep you from having an
identity crisis

PR > —T > ERBGHBIR AT - 1k
e T EHBAAIA 0 fEhL

And | told you that next time | would tell you
about a third one

Hth i » REX— KT EHHE =T -
| wonder how many of you can tell me what ar
the first two

ABHIE 2 AL RPN TT 2
| am sure you will pass the test
BAEIREAF K -

But let me remind those who could not
remember

A E R LR R IRENSR -

First

B>

It is by investing yourself in the life of others
X A AF R H e

Secondly

R

Of being a soldier enlisted in God’s army
TEAIZEA ARSI -

And today | want to talk to you about the third
test of identity

SRBEVHNA B RS R =I5
And it is this
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Whether you are an athlete who is willing to
play by the rules

RN E—ALE T LRI IZEh A -

If you look at verse 5

HEE 5T

Of the second epistle to Timothy
fREEKES -

In chapter two, it says this
%2R 51 > XL
And if a man also strives for masteries

R NEFHUER -

And also if anyone competes as an athlete
AR Z L2 B R B 3%

He does not win the prize unless he competes
according to the rules

il DA EL ST ELBEARI - A5 AN BE fal 1532
B oo

In the ancient Greek world

e A AEIA

The winning athlete

R IZEh A

Received crowns of an evergreen leaf
SR B — TR 2R AL o

But it doesn’t matter if the athlete wins or not
he will not receive that wreath if he did not play
according to the rules

EAN IR A AN E ST EL BRI > Te 72 il {0 A
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The motto of these Greek games was something
like this

XL S ARG S R IX MY

No rules, no wreath

REFHIN > (RAEAE o

And the apostle Paul is saying to us as believers
in Jesus Christ

HRER T VE N ERERIL B IS TE
We are in a race

HA e B2 -
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We are playing for keeps
HAT TR Z LA
We are playing according to God’s rules

WL E ST AT E O EL SR AL -

We are not to play according to the rules of th¢

new morality
AN FZ I 2 WO H T P bR -

We do not play according to the rules of the
rewritten Bible

A B T SR L AR

We do not play according to the rules of if it
feels good do it

ARFEIN EOA NI RIBRAE -

We don’t play according to the rules of moderr
standards

BT LI bR L 2%
No, not at all

RHEAZ -

The modern thought is this
AR AR

Because | am a Christian
2N EE

| can do whatever | want
ARt T AL -

And God will always forgive me
AR 2RI

This is not the rules of the Scripture
XTI AR S R

You cannot run the Christian race according tqg
that rule

IR X
FEE o

You cannot win if your rule is | do what | want
when | want and how | want it

IRARIN Y RS AR - IR 23R
HE -

Crowns are given on the grounds of faithfulneg
to keeping the rules

e 2 B 4 AR AL R L SRR A
So this is the identity of the athlete
XuteH A iz s i & o

Then there is a fourth identity

RIE RN
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Paul tells us that a Christian is to be like the
hard working farmer

T N EEBE - BUIHRE 5T R R —
ff

Let us review again

EBATHRE > —

The first test was

BN

Are you willing to invest your faith in others
rEREEMNTECD » 5 A0 ZIRIEN 2
The second test was

£ AR

Are you willing to be a soldier on active duty
RS BRI EAN 2

The third test was

B =N

Are you willing to run the race according to
God's rules

T 75 T RS ST T E R AL B 3% 2
And now here is the fourth test
S0

Are you willing to be a hard working farmer
TR RO — DB ek 2

Verse six

VAN VAL

The farmer who labors

ALK

Must be the first to partake of the first fruit
FY SRR -

Farmers are among the hardest working people
| know

TR ZAT AL SR E 5T
Farmers had to work in their land all the time

RKRITTH TCRIAE B TAE

Whether the soil is good or bad
Joie f2 a2

Whether the weather is good or bad

TR KRR -

Farmers cannot afford the luxury of sitting back
and refusing to work

WRREABEMWET R > hABEE T -
They can’t just say, well, | don't feel like
planting this year

i IR g« SHERATERREY) -
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Or I'm not led to do any harvesting this seasor
B IX — =AU

Or, I'm not up to tilling the soil this time
around

Bl X [l AN AR

And that is why lazy people never make good
farmers

FTABIE RN » ZKIZ A BEBCNIFRK o

The book of Proverbs, chapter 10 tells us
something about lazy farmers

TER S BT WRIE WAL

It says the following

AR E L

The lazy farmer loses his harvest

i AR R MAS B -

Either because he is asleep when he ought to
reaping

PRUTECEIRIZ=TT - Al IR 3 -

Or because he is too lazy to plow the fields
Bl 5 B

Or because he has allowed his fields to becon
overgrown with thistles and thorns

SCECR AL A T ORI e

And that is why Paul said in verse six

PRI AR BE SR /N0

That the hard working farmer deserves the firg
fruits of his labor

75 R » BEA SRR -

What are some of these first fruits in the
Christians labor

HERES IHHeAT I R 2t 4 2

Holiness is the first fruit of a Christians
perseverance and labor

895 1 AR E B EAWT 85 R AT (5] 21
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If you are not growing in holiness

MR T2 ) X7 HseH Kt

It is because you have neglected to cultivate tf
fields of your character

R NIRETZ T EREIRE T YRR 1 X
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Whatever you sow

TowAr T 28 -

You will reap

TRALTE ZWCE
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And if you don't till the soill

HIRIRA T L -

The soil of your life and your character

Rt (R A e L ARPERE YR 1

And plant the word of God in it

5 3 P e FLm

You will only harvest thistles and thorns and
rief

%R%W%ﬂmﬁ%m%%o

Please listen very carefully

THIRE LT >

If you are going to win others to Jesus Christ

QUER R AR A AAE A HEBR LS >

It will only happen as a result of hard work
HAES&E TIEA 252 -

Plowing

Bfalet

And planting

FIFH -

And praying

2

And even weeping and watering the ground
with your tears

1 E AR E e £ o
There will be no return on your investment
until you invest in the life of others

WRAR A S A AR Eam i B A R
2Rk -

There will be no victory for a soldier who does
not fight to win

MR LA TR AR - 2658 R -

There will be no wreath for the athlete unless
he plays according to the rules

MRz N BAEST EEFALN - Wi AN B
ﬁ_!‘:o

And there will be no harvest for the farmer
unless he toils at his farming

WRRFA G TR > BA B -
In verse seven

R

Paul gives us the balance

PR — PRy ] -

That enforces our Christian identity

(S FA IR B GERY B 1015 AL -
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Reflect on the Word of God
RREHIR T -

And the Holy Spirit will grant you
understanding in every thing

ERVGIREE > SR A — DR -
The Christian not only is to read his Bible
HEENMEE RS

But he must apply it

T SE B L 2O

Even the difficult passages
B2 AR Y223 »

Now if | was you sitting down listening to the
radio

WMRBEIR » IEALZTT %

I’'m sure I'm asking myself a question like this
H—E 2 A E XA R -

How in the world can Timothy forget Jesus

FEEE KB AW LUR 1 EHRERIE
How can a Christian forget Jesus
—PNEEIEE 4 2510 EHRERIE
I'll tell you how

B AR |

First

Bk

Human nature is extremely fickle
NP 2 OB TTH

We can get so busy doing even good things th
we can forget Jesus

AT 22 w] DU - g5 i = HEBRIS00
We get ourselves in the middle of a problem
B T L AL PR — EL r 3

Or in the middle of a decision making process
B T B H L g

And we automatically begin thinking about
these things

T BATE RS Hh B 5 22X BE A o
What are the ramifications of the problem
XA T A58 2

What are the implications of that problem
XA (T 248 32

What are the consequences of that problem
ENC R ESIPARE ¥
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And we begin to make decisions
RIEBA T ETERE

Did we think of Jesus
BA1TE vH B E|HRERIE 2

It's the last thing you probably have on your
mind

R RefRE e A e

What does Jesus want
EHRERAY L E R 4 ?

What is his will in the matter

frEXH A2 EE ?

What is glorifying to him in the matter
FIAMT R X P R At

And that is why Paul is telling Timothy,
remember Jesus

PRI PR BT AT FEEE N+ S AR HRER »

Because Jesus is the essence of the gospel

PR R R 2 A o I AN I

Jesus is the source of life

HICBR 2 A Ik

Jesus is part and parcel of every area of our life
HEBRZ: 5 e 1A an o B — el Hp e

And Paul is also telling Timothy to remember
Jesus as an example

TPt & IFIREE R » B0 DIHRER AR »
He said he is the son of David

fitiid : HRERE R D EWEE

That is his humanity

AR SE HRERANERY X —TH ©

He said to him, he is resurrected from the dead
PR X FEEEA L = HROR AL LI

That is his divinity

A2 HR R A Y — A o

Remember when Jesus died on the cross
FLOAT S BRERIEAE 7 2R LA

He did not stay on the cross

A REEETFR L

He was resurrected on the third day
frESE = REIE -

Remember Gethsemane was followed by the
resurrection

FAUMIERIE S e 2 )5 > R8s
And here as if Paul is saying to Timothy

XH - REUFGAEN fREE U -
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Remember Jesus, Timothy
TREER » IRZEiC 13 HRGRIGT |
Remember him when you are soldiering

R AFEN » BOCFFHEER -

Remember him when you are striving as an
athlete

R NS BEANZE) 7 > ECAFHRER -

Remember him when you are working hard as
farmer

RS A EFT AR » BOCAFHEER -

Remember him as you are fighting and
straining

Y RAE SR 77 I - 25 ERER -

And remember that the straining and the pain
only for a season

FOCEIRR R AR o — B[Rl
AR

The time is coming Timothy
FRBERIT » B tRA] T

When all of this will be no more

XY HARE T £ -

The time is coming Timothy
FREERIBT » B tRA] T

When tears will be no more

M AIRE -

The time is coming Timothy
FRBERIT » IHtRA] T

When chains will be no more

A BIEE -

There is a time that is coming Timothy
FRBEERI > B tRA] T

When pain and suffering will be no more
PR -

Remember Jesus

ZOOHRER

And then Paul begins to conclude this section
here

IR R MELE X B
And he concludes it by quoting a hymn

fil 5 [F— & R ELNE -

A hymn that obviously was sung in the early
church

RZIRAY » X2 —E R 2 FERY T
And it goes like this
EIXFERY
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If we have died with him

Pl 175 S HEE F L -

We shall live with him
URARST R

If we die to self

HAT T A E O

If we die to self gratification
A1 161 B Heih i Mo -
And if we die to self-centeredness
A 1 1] B Fe Lo o -
We will rise with him in glory
NPT

If you persevere

I 2

If you stand up

IR SR

If you stand your ground
RH RSP

If you don’t ever give up

TR KANHF

You will reign with Christ

R 5 —FEE

If we deny him
HATE A A

He will also deny us
LA TARAT] 3

Paul said this

T

If we are faithless
BANIIRRAF >

He is faithful

2 rIE 0

He cannot deny himself
WAt REST FEC -
Now let me tell you about something really bad
that people like to think about this verse

LR E IR — A E - A AR
MR B 1% -

They like to think the following

filf I TEVE 2 -

That | don’t have to be faithful

BEIRZILE » IBAFAMEAHEFEMT -
But that’s not what Paul is saying

HAHARRT R -
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He is saying that if we deny him
S ERE » BT TS AN
He will deny us

FHDAATAFAT]

And we are unfaithful to him

BAT 5 AT

He will be faithful to his promises
fE EAS R DI VAR S

He will be faithful to his threat to deny us
R THCOWIES » AAEAT -
In other words

HAIE I

God can do all things consistent with being
himself

L= N TS

The only thing that God cannot do
FiE—Ip AN

And he will not do

R A A

Is to deny himself

MESEHC >

Or act contrary to himself
BCEHMETE

God remains forever himself

R A — BN o

God’s faithfulness is manifested in his justice
RS SEAE A 2 S RRZ B ok -

God’s faithfulness will be manifested in his
love

FRE SAE A 2 2 HR R 1 R -

You and | need to apply these tests to our live
TR BORE X 22 00 N FE Fe A T 2R3 | o
Am | willing to share my faith
HEGEES A 2EMm?

Am | willing to be a soldier

P A JEE B A B NG I 2

Am | willing to run according to the rules
2 5 R E T RN 2 I b 3% 2

Am | willing to till the soil of my heart

P2 B LY 2

If not

WMRAIRAE R -
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Then you need to pray this prayer

R LNR T EX A

Lord Jesus, come into my life

FTHRER » SRORHE A TR Fdn

Lord Jesus, come and empower me
FHEER » SRR T RETT -

Empower me to be a faithful witness for Christ
WAFRE S » {0 H s o HROR B R SERY DLILE
A

Empower me to be a faithful soldier in Christ’s
army

WAHRET) » (HH N HREREL B AU RS £
Empower me to be an athlete on Christ’s team
WFRES) » (HH B N HRREL B AT LAY 12 3]
[l

Empower me to be a good farmer in Christ’s
vineyard

WAFRE S » (S0 H I o B R A g 7 ] BEL O &7
wRK

Empower me to live for you
WFRE ST > PRTI ©

In Jesus’ name

Z& L HRURAY 4 655

Amen

BrTr] !



