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Hello friends, and we are glad you joined us
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If you were listening to us in the previous
program
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You will remember that we have left our
discussion talking about the truth
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And the importance of the truth
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And the apostle Paul here continues, in verse
he said, let everyone who names the name of
the Lord depart from iniquity
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The apostle Paul here of course is quoting from

Moses
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Let everyone who names the name of the Lorg
depart from iniquity
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In the book of Numbers, chapter 16, verse 5
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There, there was a man by the name of Korah
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He and his company wanted to oppose God b
opposing Moses
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And God said to them
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The Lord will show who he is and who is holy
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And he will bring him near to himself, even the
one whom he will choose
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Korah and his tribe tried to rebel against God’s
plan
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Just like modern day people who are trying to
rebel against God’s truth
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They wanted to take God’s people in a different
direction
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Just like some are trying to do today
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And Paul is saying
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That while only the Lord knows and recognizes
who his people are
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Because he alone sees the heart
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Yet while we cannot see the heart
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We can see how these people live their lives
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While from the exterior veneer things may look
good
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Because we can't see the dry rot in their soul
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Because we cannot see the termite in their
thinking
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But sooner or later their lives are going to be
revealed, what is inside
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Remember the first metaphor | told you about
last week
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True Christians must be like workmen who

need not to be ashamed
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The second metaphor | want to talk to you
about today
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Is that of a clean vessel
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And the picture here of a big house
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And it is equipped with all sorts of utensils
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And pots and pans
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And the church is like that
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Except the utensils have a choice
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They can choose to be a silver spoon or a dirty
bucket
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There are utensils that the master of the housg

the Lord Jesus Christ uses for honor
EEIREENEFHELEEZHEWN »
He displays them with pride
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They bring joy to him
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But there are some other utensils
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That he would soon just hide in the laundry
room
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Those who are fruitful
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Those who are faithful
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Those who are straight-shooters
APLETEE A >

Are instruments of honor
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But those who are false teachers
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And those who are self seeking
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Are instruments of dishonor
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Those who tell the truth
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Those who uphold the truth
Az EBERA -
And those who live the truth
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Are instruments of honor
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Those who tell lies
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Speak lies
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Live a lie
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Are instruments of dishonor
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But the choice is up to the instrument
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Remember the words in verse 21
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If anyone purifies himself, he will be used by
the master
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| want to tell you this, please listen carefully
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There could be no higher honor imaginable,

than being an instrument in the hand of the
Lord Jesus
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There is no greater honor in life
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Than being at his disposal
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Than being used by him to accomplish his
purpose
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There is no higher degree of honor
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Than being available whenever he calls us for
service
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The only one condition for use is cleanliness
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God’s promise hinges on this condition
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So how do we purify ourselves
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First
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By purging all false teachings from our minds
and hearts
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By purging our thoughts from the wrong
teaching that says that God’s changed his min|
since the writing of the Bible
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Or that God has changed his plan
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Or God has changed his will
GRS T E R -

We need to purge our thoughts from all the
trash that says
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That God does not care what we believe as lo
as we are sincere
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We must purge our thoughts from these things
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In verse 22 the apostle Paul teaches us how t(
be clean vessels
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We have to do two things
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That | can be a clean vessel by shunning
youthful passions on the one hand
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The first one is to shun youthful passion
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The second thing is to pursue righteousness
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Some people thing that shunning youthful
passions refers only to sexual lust

A AUy DS RIRARK » BUEFe TR
=

But here the word means a lot more than that
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It includes self-assertion
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It includes self-indulgence of any kind
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The word includes selfish ambitions
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Or being head strong
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It includes being obstinate
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X 90. Or arrogant
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91. And all of the characteristics that are associated
with youth
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92. On the other hand Timothy is to aim for four
important goals in his life
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93. Number one is righteousness
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E 94. Number two is faith
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95. Number three is love
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96. Number four is peace
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97. And he is to pursue these with vigor
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98. Elsewhere in the Bible we are commanded to
flee from idolatry
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99. We are to flee from immorality
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1. We are to flee from the love of money
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2. Here we are to flee from all youthful passions
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3. In fact these youthful passions have nothing to
do with a person’s age
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4. Oh, yes, it characterizes youth
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But they are temptations for many people at
any age
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And we must flee from them
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The Bible tells us to flee from temptation
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And to resist evil
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And God tells us to do that for a reason
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Because God knew that it is much easier to
resist evil and flee from temptation
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But we make it hard for ourselves
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By reversing this formula
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What do we normally do

T HATRE ERRIE 2

We insist on resisting temptation and fleeing
from Satan
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We reverse what God told us to do
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We are to flee from temptation but fight, and
bind, and command the evil one
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We are not to linger in temptations presence
like Lot did in Sodom
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But we must be like Joseph when Potiphars
wife tried to seduce him but he ran
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But we must not just run
HEA A RZERLIT -

We should run into righteousness
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This is the message of the whole Scripture
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We are to deny ourselves
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And follow Christ
HERFE I

We are to put off what belongs to the old nature
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And put on what belongs to the new

F A

We are to ruthlessly reject the one
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And relentlessly pursue the other
L:SJIDPERNEE

That is the secret to a Godly life
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Now let me review so far
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We are to be like a hard worker who is not
ashamed
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We are to be like a vessel that is clean and
ready for good use
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Then there is a third and the last imagery here
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For all the Christians
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We must be servants who are ready to obey
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In fact the number one duty of the slave is to
obey his master
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His number one calling is to submit to his
master
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His calling in life is to do the masters will
fil— A= A A 2 R 32 AR LR T T e
I'll give you an example
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| heard a story about a steward in the house of a
very wealthy man
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This house was often visited by kings and
heads of state
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One time the king of this man’s country came
to his home to stay over night
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The next morning
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The king being an early riser
HEERER

Woke up before his host
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And he got up and went downstairs
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He rang the bell for service
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He told the chief steward
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| want you to bring me breakfast
FHER

But without hesitation
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The steward looked at him
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Sir you might be a king
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But this is my masters house
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You cannot have breakfast before he does
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And furthermore you must get up from that
chair because that is his chair
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This steward didn’t care about the king, he
cared about his master
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And that’s what we are to be
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Not intimidated by people, but we are servants
of the living God
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Of course Satan loves to hassle and entrap
God’s servants
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He likes to stop us from being obedient
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Constantly trying to entrap us
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Paul is telling us that in addition to our lack of
desire to be nourished upon the Word of God
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There is an invisible war going on behind the
scene
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There is a spiritual battle that is being fought
out behind the scene
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And in verse 26
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Of chapter 2
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Paul graphically depicts the devil as a hunter
who captures his prey
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He then seems to intoxicate them in to a
spiritual stupor

JBE AN R IR REA

And only God through faithful servants
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To be able to help release his servants from
their captor

A RER PR b A AT TR 2 -
And deliver him from his jaws
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And make them to be spiritually sober
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But the servant who gets entrapped in
arguments and debates
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The servant who gets in the trap of gossip
RN A Ba A RIERI R 2 R

Will fail in rescuing the perishing
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What kind of a servant are you
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I’'m going to conclude by telling you a very
important story
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There was a wealthy contractor, building
contractor

— T EANEFEA
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He made a lot of money building houses
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And one day he told his foreman of 30 years
B—K o X THE T =R Tk

He said, we are going to build our last house
together
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| want you to make it the greatest house we
have ever built
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The owner of the business said to his foreman|
AR TSk
Spare no expenses
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Use the finest of materials
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| am going to Europe for a year
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And when | return
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| want you to take me for a tour of that house
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But what did the foreman do
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He thought to himself
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This is my last chance to make a fortune
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| have worked for 30 years
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| don’t have a lot of money
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And now this is my chance
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So he built a massive house
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But he used cheap material

HIFA B IALRL -

He used second hand fixtures
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From the exterior the house was filled with

glitzy
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But the quality was extremely poor
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99. So the contractor came back from Europe
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1. And they toured the house together
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2. And this contractor asked the foreman
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3. How do you like this house
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4. The foreman replied
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5. Oh, thisis a fine house
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6. The contractor took the keys of the house
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7. And he put them in the foreman’s hand
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8. He said to him
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9. Because of your 30 years of faithful service
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10. | give you this house now as a gift
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11. Now my friends
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12. You and I are building a spiritual house
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13. A house in which we will live for eternity
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14. We are the workman of the house
BT EFEN A »

15. We are the utensils
Bl 2 g -

16. We are the servants of this house
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17. Whether you live in contempt, complaint, or
contentment, it is your decision
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Whether you live in peace or in endless pain, it
is your decision
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Whether you live in the depth of depression or
in the height of delight, it is your decision
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It all depends on how you see your identity
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Do you see yourself as a steward who is
investing his life in others
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Do you see yourself as a soldier who is enlisted
in active duty
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Do you see yourself as an athlete who is willing
to play by the rules
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Do you see yourself as a farmer who is willing
to work hard
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Do you see yourself as a worker who is not
ashamed
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Do you see yourself as an instrument who is
clean and ready for service
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Do you see yourself as a servant who obeys the
master
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The decision is yours
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I know you will make the right decision
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| will pray that God will bless you to make the
right decision
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God bless you
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