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Hello my friend thank you for joining us today
on “Leading the Way”
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In the West
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We hear things like, “new world order”
HATTE T 2 Tttt AR 1 IXERIHT 417 -

We hear about things like “we are the children
of the modern age”
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What has the modern age given us
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Well in the West
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It has given us drugs
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Has given us rebirth of satanic cults
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It has given us rise to crime
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It has given us wars and rumors of wars
% S AT ALY XA S

What has the modern age given us
wredoess T AT 4 2

It has given us confusion in the church
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It has caused chaos among Christians
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Many of them seem to have lost their way in
the world
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He was over the desert

el ¥ 2 J5

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

And he announced to the passengers
EACTEE T INE R

That we have lost our way
HATTHR T 8%

But don’t worry
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Because we are making very good time
R BAT TS IARES

All this should not surprise us

R FIXEEEG > Al A 2By

If we understand the Word of God
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In the New Testament
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The apostle Paul tells us in Il Timothy 3
TREERIE 1958 =5 » EfERD X FA T
That in the last days
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There will come a time of stress for the
believers
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The closer we come to the return of Christ
LR ORI H 7T

The worse things will become for Christians
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There are some people who see the word, the
last days

HEANE TRH 1 XA

As a period of time
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Beginning with the ministry of the Lord Jesus
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And continues until he returns
—HAERENIE -

But as the time draws nearer to a close
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The days will become more dangerous for
Christians

BB EEE 2 W Ek

Or hard to deal with

BOHE T RLATRITE O -

Or their savage days
BRI H - -

There are others however
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Who believe that the apostle Paul
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Has dealt with his current time in the first two
chapters of this epistle
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And the beginning of chapter three
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He is prophesying strictly of the days
immediately prior to the return of Christ
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Whichever way you take it, it doesn’t matter
TCI IR EFE B EX B G R

There is no denying that these are days Paul
pictures to us in chapter 3 to be tough days
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| hope that you will be able to read the first 9
verses of that particular chapter

A BIREEE X —FEATLTTHIE S -
| have no doubt that these characteristics that
Paul talks about
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Have already started in our day
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And now they are increasing in intensity
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It is not because we have more people in the
world
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Or because we have satellite television
programs
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Or better television news coverage
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What we are seeing today is that evil is
intensifying
SRBARE R K » H2HEES TR 5
Evil becoming more deeply entrenched in our
world
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What we are seeing today
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Is that evil is being accepted
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And is being portrayed in society in a bolder
way
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What we are seeing today
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Is more than a small pocket of rebellion here
and there
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What we are seeing today
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Is that all of society seems to be in ferment
B2 GREE S T

All of society seems to be in rebellion
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From Bosnia to Somalia
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From Europe to the Middle East
MBI EH R >

From the United States to Rwanda
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And the prophet Jeremiah has warned us years
ago
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When they say, peace, peace, watch out
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There is the beginning of trouble

AE I ARk ©

We were told that after the collapse of the
Soviet empire there was going to be peace
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Instead we are living in terrible times
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Paul begins by telling Timothy
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In verse 1 of chapter 3
(e =g
Understand this
MRiZHE 1 >
What is this that he needs to understand
TRE KT ERET 4 2
He said don’t be surprised at this
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This is all expected

— I ERRL 2 -

This is not just a passing storm
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This must come to pass

X4 28 MR L 7E Kl o

On the one hand
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Don't let this melt your heart
AEAEE R ORRRE ¢

On the other hand

S—J71H

Don't let it cause you to give up
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The word here difficult times is a very
important word
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It describes a person who is being surrounded
by wild beasts
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Or it means that somebody is standing in the
midst of a raging sea
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The only other time this particular word is useq
in the New Testament is in Matthew 8:28
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That word describes the demonic Gadarenes
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He was a savage and untamed as a beast
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So that gives you an idea of how fierce these
last days are going to be

RFEREL AT LUK H 2 2 20011 %%

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

They will be both painful and hard to cope with
122 BhTR v SOMER H - -

But | want to tell you today
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Thgt no matter how hard these days are going
to be

TEIRIXEE H % 2 -

God in heaven is not sitting down in the throne
room in heaven

K ERHIFA BT RHAATEFE I
With his hand on his heart
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And taking medicine for his stomach
HEES

Worried about what’s going to happen
HOEHAHRE -

In the book of Revelation, John tells us
LIRS R K. -

That God is sitting in the very throne room
™ M AATE R L

And he sees the future
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And he tells us that we win
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Not maybe we win
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1. Not possibly we win
fl A2 - BT RE 21T 5

2.  No matter how hard these days will be
TerR AL H 2 QAT AR -

3.  We already have the victory
BATE IR MER] -

4. Paulgoesoninverses2to9
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5. To paint for us a portrait of these people who
will cause us trouble in those last days
2 e AR H+ 5 - 5 A SRR »

6. There are three things that you notice about

them
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In verses 2, 3, and 4

TEH: 2347

Notice their moral conduct
BT E R ST -

In verse 5

TEH 57 »

Notice their religious zeal
BT ZEIEA -

In verses 6to 9

EFE6EIT »

Notice their proselytizing fanaticism
W E M IR R -
Now let us look at the first one
AL BATTE 2 — T

Their moral conduct

AT T R R ST o

What is their moral conduct like
AT PR R < 2 BN 2

In the very short verses, three short verse, Pa
gives us no less than 19 expressions
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And each one of those describes the wickedné

of these people
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And they are the ones who are going to cause
the believers hard times
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The first and the last descriptions summarize
who they are
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First they are lovers of self

B TR IECRIA

And the last is that they are not lovers of God
B Ja — R AT T AN i

Indeed four out of the 19 descriptions have to
do with love
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Which tells us that they have misdirected love
XHL AT 1Z 8 7R

They love nothing but self
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They love nothing but money
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And the other 15 descriptions illustrate without
a shadow of doubt what is beginning to happen
in societies around the world today
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Right now

PR IAE

We have break down of relationships between
people

YNCPNZALIPS N2

Ethnic wars are taking place all over the world
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And those who love themselves become proud
ARLE B B [ LY A RO BT

And arrogant

EPNE

And then the next 5 descriptions illustrate
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What is beginning to happen to young people
around the world
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Disobedience to parents instead of reverence
and respect
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| hope that we have young people that are
listening to us today

ARG RKEFRAERITH

| want to tell you that your parents may not be
always right
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But they are your leaders under God
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The Bible said
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Children obey your parents for this is right
TEILZZHy » 20T IACEE » [RIXZ IEHRY ©
It doesn’t say you have to agree with them
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It doesn’t say that you have to analyze every
decision they make
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E

That you have to contradict every statement
that they make
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The Bible said to honor your father and mothe
for this is right

B BEMOLES » X RHAT YA
Otherwise you may live to regret your
disobedience to your parents for the rest of yo
life
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And the other thing that we notice these days

HAEX S H PRS-

That young people are becoming ungrateful
EPN eSS

They are devoid of appreciation
A TN (AT BRI IO AR Y

Many teenagers think that their parents owe
them a perpetual good time
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To be thankful for what your parents are doing
for you
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And to be thankful for what they’ve given to
you

BRI AL BR G TR —1) >

And not to be ungrateful and take what they
give you for granted
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That honors God

LB B SR

Another sign of the last days is that our childre
will be devoid of normal affections
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But in Christian homes, this ought not to be
HAEEBEMI R EEH » JXFME WA RIZ %
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Love and affection

ZMIET

Gratitude and respect

&k BRI B

Characterize parents and children and their
relationship with each other
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Then the remaining seven words description
goes beyond the family
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It talks about back biting
KTHEEEHL -

Or scandal mongers

VKER ~ B AE -

Lack of self control
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But the thing that jumps out of these verses in
connection with self-centerdness

XL SRR S > #5 B R LA
It is the absence of restraint
UERRZ e o

The more self-centered people become
HHEBZHEHRLHA >

The less moral the society will be
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The more self-indulgence and self-gratifying
we seek
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The less purity will be manifested
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The more self-loving we exercise

HA T2 HRAE A

The more we see the boundaries of decency
come tumbling down
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These two go together
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One is the result of the other
EATEAER -

No amount of legislation will help
SR SRR - ERANRERR ORI -
No amount of education will help
ZHREZNHAE » AR -
No amount of information will help
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Only the gospel of Jesus Christ can change the
heart

HE BRI E @& A BEEE AL -

It may come as a shock to you that the people
that Paul is talking about and describing here in
verse 5 were religious people
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It is a shameful confession but it is true
JXRFEH o AHIEE
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That religion and morality have been more
often divorced than they have been married

TFHEE R IR > AEERLEE A AR
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The prophets of old
B CHYSERD -

Thunder against religious people who were
devoid of morality

B R R T g

Amos tells us that in Israel during the reign of
Jeroboam the I
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While there was a boom in religion and
religious activities

AR R B S = BUR Bk
There were utter collapse in morality
{EAETE 8T 77 B AT -

Not only that
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But in Amos chapter 2 and verse 8 we are told
TEREE W] 2 FE5E 8 Hig | -

That immorality has invaded even the religioug
practices
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Isaiah deplores the same thing in Judah
DAFE L 3 K& {739m - RO AR A R RERY
HRE -

When you spread forth your hand says the Lot
T AR TS

| hide my face from you
HAERAE

Even though you make many prayers
(T2 2T -

[ will not listen

Hoth R0 -

God is not impressed with the pomp and the
ceremony
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God is not impressed with the right rituals
A2 Hy— R —HRALA AT ED -

When at the same time they are winking at sin|
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In the gospel of Matthew
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Jesus told the Pharisees the same thing
HIBRXS 2R3 A EIRERTE -

In Matthew 23 and 25

ES RS 2371 255 »

He said the following

Hic et

You cleansed the outside of the cup and the
plate
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But inside they are full of extortion and self-
indulgence

EEYipalle AT )i eL

The same thing was rampant in the days of the
apostle Paul
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They pretended the outward form of religion
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But they were denying its power
HEEEFEMrIRES -

Is form without power
HAERX » mkEES

Outward show without inward reality
BIMEMRET » FIBE BRI

It is religion without moral demand
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It was an impression without confession
HAEZRMMRES » %8 B SERHRE

But true religion must combine both form and
power

HEIERFZZLMEE G MEET -

True religious bonds spiritual worship with
living proof

FLIERYF 2N EE & B RABOFA TR DL
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No wonder the apostle Paul tells Timothy to
avoid such people

HEPEFEHE PR 2 I i E ACRE T IXBE N -

It doesn’'t mean that he avoids sinners and the
lost

ELA 230 5 T T AR 2 A
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Jesus himself befriended sinners

HRERE C 5 MK -

Paul was saying to avoid those false teachers
unrighteousness
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Finally I want you to look at the proselytizing
fanaticism
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In verses 6 to 9
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These godless lovers of self

XL X EHFARIA

Not only profess religion at the very superficial
and outward level

AUt UE R R IR R > R -

They want to ram the type of superficiality
down the throats of others
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They are militant about their perversion
DHEATT 551 T A B S

They are hostile toward anyone who would no
accept their brand of religion

XHAFAT A SZ AT = B 5 1 NI IR
They are conniving and scheming

it T PR G

They speak with both sides of their mouth
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They tell you what they think you want to hear
A TR AR LT R LRI

Only to blind side you on the other hand
HERGR TP & -

In verse 6

TER 6777

Paul talks about how they take advantage of
weak women
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Their form of deception is designed to deceive
good women

fil A 2 X I 2

| want to tell Christian mothers to listen very
carefully
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You have the holiest and the most sacred and
the most God-honoring call of anyone

RAE T R 0 i o S Ao 3 Sk 2
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Don't let anyone to mislead you or intimidate
you

B N IR S BT -

Don’t let anyone manipulate you

AL NETERE

Don't let anyone try to dominate you
AEN T SZHC -

Paul is saying that these women who are weak
in character are misled by this deception
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Especially if they are filled with false guilt
JEHZ AR LR T B R IRERIA -
In verse 8

TES 877 »

He said the following
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He said, these salesmen of deceit are like
Jannes and Jambres
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Who are they
fitf 2 ik 2
These were the two magicians who came to

Pharaoh’s palace and did magic tricks like
Moses

A 152 YRR R 2T B
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Be careful who claim a miracle a minute and
don't give God the glory

FUNLARLEAT I - KR MRS i A o
Moses taught the law

FEPR S »

Paul preached the gospel

R -

But whether it is the law or the gospel
HICI S AL R RS

Whether it is the teaching of Moses or the
preaching of Paul

Toie BT B SR R D I
It is God'’s truth that people oppose and reject

HSL > ATIFT SO AR R 2 i H B
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We need not be afraid of back door religious
traders

BATAFEF L E G TR FZEE 2
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And if a few weak people may have been take
in

DETTEII A ATRE 2 1 2452 3k

You stand firm

{REUE I FFE -

If falsehood becomes fashionable

AR BB RE A TRk

When it becomes acceptable in society
Atttz —Er

But we must stand firm, never, never, never to
give up
BATTLIRGEALAFEE > I ~ FKIEAIUFF ©
Falsehood and deception need to be exposed
and repudiated
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That is why we have finally the good news in
verse 9

I » A1 T1ES O WM EFE R
And the good news is this

XEAH B E

These false teachers will not ultimately succedq
B o XL LA BERE o

In God’s field

TEFHRY AR HH »

Which is the whole world
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Where God has sown wheat

e T2

The devil comes along and he sows weeds
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The devil has his secret agents right inside thg
churches
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Yes, inside the churches
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Among the professing believers
TEARLE EFR N EBAEI A S -
They are lovers of self
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They are lovers of money and pleasures
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Rather than being lovers of God and people
HAZM ~ AZAN

They have the form of religion but deny it's
power

il A MUERIIN - A Em R AIEET] -

They oppose the truth and seek to mislead the
weak

flfl TR L R RITERIA -

But for all you Timothy’s out there who are
listening to me

EE VR EE R —FE » TH LT
Paul is saying to you
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Don't catch that disease
ANEGL b SRR

Don’t be carried away by the flood tide

AN B WOE R

But stand up bolding against the prevailing
fashion

(R R e X HURAR -

God will bless you as you do
TR XA > MG @4 R
Good bye
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