SECTION A
ikl

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

(REgFM) BEEH XL

KRBT -9
DON'T EVER GIVE UP - 9

Welcome once again to this broadcast of
Leading The Way
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We are delighted that you have chosen to tune

in tonight
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| want to begin this evening by asking you a
question
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Maybe a question that you have never been
asked before
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Do you know what brainwashing is
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Do you think you are being brainwashed
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Brainwashing is when you hear something ove
and over and over again
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Usually is a very negative thing
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And you’ll hear it often enough that you are
able to repeat it instantly
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It's like singing a song
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You found yourself humming the tune without
even knowing the words
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Because you heard it over and over and over
again
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But that also works in other things
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It's like conforming to other peoples opinions
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I’'m sure some of you are saying, oh, no, not me
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You don’t understand
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| am a very strong person
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| couldn’t be brainwashed
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Well let’s just go on a little further
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In the Bible
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The apostle Paul warns us again and again
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Not to conform to the standards of this world
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| wonder how many of you constantly want to
conform to the world
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Paul warns us not to be brainwashed into
conformity by the unbelieving world around us
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Do you know that conformity is a major reason
for suicide
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Do you know that it is the main reason for all
the drug addiction and alcoholism
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Especially among young people
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These young people want to do whatever
everybody else is doing
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They feel instinctively that if most people are
doing it
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Whatever that it is, whatever they are doing it
must be okay

Jeieftt 2 o AT IR st s -

Because they want to keep up with their
neighbors
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They want to have what other people have

fifr AR S BT A 2R 1

They want to be where other people are
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The merchants have understood this concept
very well
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And | heard, in fact, a story about a
businessman
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He was a shop owner
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And his business was not doing very well
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So he went out and bought several old used ¢
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And he parked them right in front of his shop
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His business began to flourish
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Why
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People saw cars parked up in the front of the
shop
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And they thought, Ahh, he must be selling
something good

ftlfi 148 > B —E G H K

So they went in and became customers
TR TR A%

His business succeeded because of the
condition to conform
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In fact | heard this story about a country in the
middle east
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In that particular country they have a shortage
of soap
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And a man was walking by in the street
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And he found a long line of people
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In his mind

fil A8 >

Every time he saw a long line he thinks they are
selling soap
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So he stood there at the end of the line
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And he waited a long time
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Kept going forward and kept going forward
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Until he came to the end of the line
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And he discovered it was a funeral
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And people were paying condolences
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That is the conformity that | am talking about
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In fact this is what Paul tells us in chapter 3 of
Il Timothy
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Beginning at verse 10
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| want to read those verses to you
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But you followed my teaching

My conduct, and purpose, and faith, and
patience, and love, and perseverance
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Prosecutions, and sufferings
Such as happened to me in Antioch
At Iconium
And in Lystra
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What persecutions | endured
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And out of them all the Lord delivered me
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And indeed all who desire to live Godly in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted
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But evil men and imposters will proceed from
bad to worse
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Deceiving and being deceived
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You however continue in the things you have
learned
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And become convinced of knowing from whon
you have learned them
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And that from childhood you have known the
sacred writings
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Which are able to give you the wisdom that
leads to salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus
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All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training, and for righteousness
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That the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work
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In the first part of chapter 3 Paul lists the
characteristics of some religious people in the
last days
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He said that they are immoral people
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You will remember from last week he told us
that they have an empty show of religion
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And that they spread false teaching
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Here in chapter 3 verses 10 to 15
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The apostle Paul contrasts them with Timothy
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And this is how he contrasts them
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Three words
A

As for you
ETR

In other words, don't let them squeeze you into
their mold
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Allow yourself to be different
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Be proud of the fact that you are different
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And this is the consistent message of the
apostle Paul
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He tells us in Romans 12:2
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Don't let the world squeeze you into it's mold
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The pressures upon all of us to conform to the
world are colossal
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These pressures are a challenge to our beliefs
and our morals
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The challenges are pervasive and insidious and
create an atmosphere of paganism
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So many Christians have given in to this kind
of pressure
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Most of them do not know what they are doing
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Many have convinced themselves

F% N —IFfa I -

SECTION B
ZHR

1.

God and the church must make us feel good
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And the moment we have one problem we
blame God and we blame Christians
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So we go about doing everything that makes (
feel good
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We go about on the mistaken notion that God
and other Christians should solve all of our
problems
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And what we most often do is leave out the
only one who can truly make us fulfilled
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And being obedient to the will of God in our
life
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That is why Paul tells Timothy to stand firm
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He said stand firm in what you have learned
from me
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Stand firm for doctrinal purity
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Stand firm in finding and obeying God’s
purpose in your life
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Stand firm like me Paul
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In patience
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In love
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In endurance
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Stand firm
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In the face of pressure and persecution
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Stand firm
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In the face of pressure and conformity
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Stand firm
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And refuse to be squeezed into the secular
worlds mold
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He is saying as for you Timothy, know this
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What is this
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The godly persons will always arouse the
antagonism of the world
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Whether that worldly is in your home
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Or that worldly is at your work
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It has always been so and it will always be so
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It was so for Jesus Christ
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And that is why he said that it would be so for
us
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Listen to what he said in John 15
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If the world hates you
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Know that it hated me before it hated you
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If you are of the world
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The world will love it's own
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But because you are not of the world

HRRAA R S -

But because | have chosen you out of the world
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Therefore the world hates you
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You know | want you to listen carefully to what
| am going to tell you
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There are basically two types of people who
never get persecuted in this life
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Only two
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The first group
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Are those who are in Christ
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But do not live in the world
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They go out into the monasteries
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Or they sit out their lives in beautiful oasis
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Because they do not come in contact with the
real world
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They do not come into collision with their
potential persecutors
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The second group
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Are those who are in the world but not in Chrig
e APEETEE I L » A ZERE B A
They will not be hated

I 2= AR

Why
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Because the world sees nothing in them to
persecute
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The first group escapes the pressure to
conformity
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By withdrawing from the real world
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The second group
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Escapes the pressure to conform
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By giving in and conforming to the world’s
standard
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To those who live in the real world
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And who are godly in Christ Jesus
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To them persecution is inevitable
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If you say no to a business transaction
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You are going to be hated
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If you say no to your boss
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When he asks you to do something dishonest
LAt Y RN R 2

You will be hated
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If you say no even to a family member
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Who is leading you to sin
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You will be hated
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Young women especially, can listen carefully
to this
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When you say no to someone who is trying to
seduce you, you will be hated
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But that’s all right
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That is perfectly all right
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You are in a good company
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They hated Jesus for his righteousness
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They hated Paul for speaking the truth
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They hated Timothy for his purity
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Therefore you stand firm
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Because God loves you
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And that's all that matters
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A great man of God by the name of John
Calvin once said
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It is in vain to try to detach Christ from his
Cross
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And it is only natural that the world should hatg
Christ
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Even in his followers
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But even in the midst of persecution
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The godly will go forward
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The godly will grow upward
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The godly will receive victory
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The godly will constantly be advancing
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Because the godly is eternally invincible
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Always upward, always outward
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Can this be said of you
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Can you testify to this principle here
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The apostle Paul goes on the contrast the god
with the ungodly
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But | want to talk about this contrast next week
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I hope that you will be able to join us
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It is very important that you’ll understand how
Paul describes the godless
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Until next week, we wish you God'’s richest
blessings

AR KB R4 R

| want to invite you now to join me in prayer
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Heavenly Father
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We know that the world is working so hard
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In conspiracy with the devil
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To remove us away from godliness and
righteousness
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They both together with the flesh they want to
create problems for us
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But heavenly Father we know that we are not
alone
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We know that our godly living is your will in
our lives
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Therefore we call upon your power
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Help us to live a godly life
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Empower us to persevere in the midst of
difficult times
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And remind us that Jesus is around the corner
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And that he’s coming back soon

I HABTR AR

And that we are going to be with him in heaven
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It is in his name that | pray

LU

Amen
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