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SECTION A 14. they were learning how hundred and twenty
B people could fellowship together for ten days.
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1. Hello, listening friends. tAHAL -
SE 5 ’ "_( ’ . . .
AREIE > (ke 15. This was not just being together for a few hours
2.  Welcome once again. each day,
F—RAGHR | HARER AL S/ NTTE
3.  We have been talking about waiting upon the | 16. or even a whole day, then go home at night.
Lord. AR RILL > B & EHEIRK -
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B HA RIS 17. No. This was day and night in one room.
4. And how difficult that is. TR 1B AR E— R -
4 ;
% 2. IRIX(EW | 18. I know that there are some people who can get
5. For most of us, waiting is not easy. on your nerves.
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6. But God always has a purpose for the periods| 19. | know that some people can irritate us.
of waiting in our lives. HanE - B NELEZHERN]
LALLM IR RRIIR - sl A s H 20. | know there are people who can be pure pain at
[ o times.
7. If you have your Bible, please turn to the book HHIE - FLEem e ~ G A%
of Acts, chapter 1. . T
’ . e e 21. But we cannot live our Christian life in
S HEEEAREREFRE
8. We have been looking at chapter 1, verses 12|t0 55 |f we are to grow in Christ, we need people.
26. R B E R B K - RO IR AR
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9. In Acts 1, we find the disciples waiting for the 23

coming of God's Holy Spirit. . If we are to develop the character of Christ, we

need people.
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10. Jesus did not tell them how long to wait. o .
. . N 24. If we are to exhibit the marks of Christ, we
BRI SR 5% % 2 need people.
11. He only said “Wait until the Holy Spirit comes R BA T E R BEEWRE > BANFEEAN
before you act.” B o
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AL > FETT 5D 2 AT 22570038 R 25. So in waiting, the apostles were learning
12. Yet the disciples became impatient. obedience.
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13. But in waiting they were not only learning 26. In waiting, they were learning to fellowship
obedience, together.
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27. In waiting, they were learning to pray together.
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What were they praying about?
fil i 144 5 2Lt 2, 2

Most likely, they were confessing their
cowardness in forsaking the Lord.
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They were probably giving thanks to the Lord
for forgiving them.
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They were most likely praying in anticipation
of the coming of the Holy Spirit.
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They were searching the Old Testament.
A EIH LY R L S e

Searching for prophecies about the life, the
death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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They were probably studying the book of Joel,
AT A 52U

especially chapter 2 verses 28 to 32.

Al ss — & 28-327 »

Trying to learn more about the coming of the

Holy Spirit.
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Waiting for the Lord strengthens the apostles.
“EE T IEIR T RE

But secondly,

R

waiting for the Lord separates the apostates.
“HERE BN T X IRIE

Look at verses 16 to 20,

of Acts chapter 1.
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What is an apostate?
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An apostate is a person who once knew the
Gospel,

“TRE” W — AT T EE

and may have accepted it intellectually,
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but has since turned their back on the Gospel.
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We have many apostates in the world today.
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Those who preach the denial of the virgin birth.
A 1R - & e BRER R B ol R A
Those who preach the denial of the divinity of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Those who preach the denial of the bodily
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

AT - 7 B EREL B S AV

Those who preach the denial of Jesus as the
only way to heaven.

A TR TR R > & HR R i T K B — R
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Those who preach the denial of the coming
judgment.
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Judas Iscariot was an apostate.

g NS K g N RAGE -

He followed Jesus,

B A R HISER -

but he had his own agenda.
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He followed Jesus,

il Bl HR AR -

because it was profitable.
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He followed Jesus,

ftl Bl HR AR -

because he wanted to use him.

BA Al R F R BK 5
He followed Jesus,
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only to try to manipulate him to do what he
wanted him to do.
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And when Jesus did not do what Judas wanted
him to do, he betrayed him.
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Judas represents those who throw away the
most incredible opportunities in life.
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Judas represents those who go to church and
hear the Gospel message,
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and they may believe it intellectually,

AT o] BE FHEREAHAE o

but never commit their life to Christ.
HIMNEA A G A A7 -

Judas represents those who might be religious
people,
IARRE—ERN - M1 EERAGZ AR
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who have been privileged to hear the Word of
God,

A 1A £ 0T B

but it takes no hold of them.
HWHEIENT# X -

Judas represents all those who follow Jesus,

PR AERAN BE R HR R -

only for what they can get out of him.
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And when he does not give them what they
want, they betray him.
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Here in verses 16 to 18,

1F 16-187 E »

Peter is giving us a detailed account of how
Judas committed suicide.

AR E R AT » SRR ERAIE & -
Obviously, he tried to hang himself from a tree|
on a cliff.
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His weight tore the branch and his body was
smashed by the rocks in the valley below.

fib SR B R T R > (EfERE T
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By the way, when Judas returned the thirty
pieces of silver,
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which was the amount he received from the
Jewish leaders to deliver Jesus,
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they would not keep the money.
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These hypocrites said, “This is blood money.”
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So they gave it to charity.
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They bought a cemetery to bury the strangers
among them.
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My listening friends, let me give you a warning.
FRAK » XETESE -

Judas’ sin of betraying Jesus was no greater sin
than Peter’s sin of denying Jesus.
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Both men sinned equally.
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But why did one go to become a great apostle
and the other had his body smashed to pieces?
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Why one ended up in heaven and the other’s
soul damned in hell for eternity?
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The difference is this,
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Peter truly recognized his sin.

AR BTN TE »

he wept over his sin,

(LESOARRIER

he repented of his sin,
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and he asked for forgiveness of his sin.
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But Judas allowed his accusing conscience to
be mingled with his pride,
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and he refused to repent.
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And thus, spends eternity in the Abyss.
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My listening friend, please listen to me very
carefully.

SEZIANA » 16 B LT Hoid
There are only two ways to deal with sin,
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the right way and the wrong way.
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Hiding it, ignoring it, and denying it is the
wrong way,
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and will result in eternal torment.
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But confessing it, repenting of it, and asking
Jesus to forgive it,

SATINGR ~ tEk > I BoKERERA R -

will send you to eternity in heaven with him.
IR ETERE K ES E R -

The choice is yours.

X R R IERE -

Peter chose repentance, brokenness, and
humility.
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But Judas chose arrogance and pride.

AR HNEREHIE ~ B -

In fact, verse 20 tells us that hell was Judas’
own choosing.

HSL 20 g IR AT - B H Sk
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Here’s something that’s very important that |
don’t want you to miss.

X — R REE » WAREIRERE T -

The people who will end up in hell,
TURAEHIR YA

will be there because they choose to go there.
2 H O EF R LR -

not living for Christ is choosing hell.
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It is our deepest prayer that you will choose

Christ,
BA TR S L E » IR SRR E -

and that you will choose him today.
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Now let me summarize again.
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Waiting for God strengthens the apostles.
“EERT (I IER T RE

Waiting for God separates the apostate from ti

apostles.
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Thirdly,
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waiting for God solidifies the anointed.
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Because the apostles waited on the Lord,
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they learned obedience,
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they learned fellowshipping together,
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they learned to pray together,
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and they also learned to discern together.
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They were able to discern God’s choice for
Judas’ replacement.
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In many years, | have met a lot of people who
thought that they were called to full time
ministry.
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My initial inclination is to discourage them.
H— T BRG] -

Why do | say this?
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Because if they are truly called of God they
cannot get away from God.
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So, | never worry about discouraging them.
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Whatever God has called you to do He will get
you to do.
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Here the apostles not only placed qualifications,
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but they waited on the Lord to see whom he is
calling.
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Sometimes, Christians pray for revival.
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| pray for that myself.
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But | often wonder if we really are prepared fol
revival.
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As | read church history,
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I learn that when genuine revival breaks out,
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it is the most draining experience.
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It is draining emotionally, physically and
spiritually.
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During times of revival people come under
such conviction of their sins,

UEMEAER - S NEVTASE -
40) that they are literally pressing into the
church.
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They do not want to go home.
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In times of revival,
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new Christians are so hungry and thirsty for
God’s Word,
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that they want to be instructed in God’s Word.
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They want their lives to be straightened out.
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They want wise counsel.
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They want to walk under godly leaders.
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My listening friend, as | conclude today, | want
to talk to you directly.
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As you are listening today, you may have heard
the voice of God speaking to you.
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Like Judas, you may have been following
Christ,
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from a distance.
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Like Judas, you have intellectually believed in
Christ.
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But you have never received the salvation and
forgiveness Christ is offering you.
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You may be a person who has allowed your
pride to hinder you.
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You may have allowed rituals and religion to
hinder you.
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You may have allowed your denominational
affiliation to hinder you from crowning Jesus to
be the king of your life.
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If God has spoken to you today,
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don’t put it off.
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Respond to his loving invitation.
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And then write to us and let us know,
K& G5 HIFEAT -

so that we can pray for you.
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Until we meet next time, | wish you God’s
richest blessing.
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