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Hello, listening friends.

SREMIR - Rk

We welcome you once again to this broadcast|
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For those of you who are just joining us for the
first time,
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we are in the second half of a message from tf
book of Acts, chapter 3.
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If you have your Bibles, please turn to Acts
chapter 3 verses 1 to 26.
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In this passage, we see that Peter and John

confront a beggar who is crippled and hopeless.
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Peter says to the man in verse 6, “I have no
silver or gold.
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But in the name of Jesus, rise up.”
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The man’s healing was the first miracle of the
apostles after Christ’s ascension.
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This miracle was performed, not with silver an
gold,
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but through the power of the name of Jesus
Christ.
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What do you think God is telling us today in
this story?
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Do not trust in your silver and gold.
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There’s nothing wrong with silver and gold,
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But don’t put your trust in them.
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Don’t put your trust in your intellect.
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There is nothing wrong with your intellect,
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but don’t let that be your source of pride.
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Don't trust in your family connections.
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Now, there’s nothing wrong with your family
connections,
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but they will not get you to heaven.
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But simply allow the power of God to work in
you and set you free.
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“Silver and gold have | none,” said Peter.
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“But in the name, of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
get up and walk.”
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First, this was the first miracle by the apostles.
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But then there was a message.
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The miracle is always a servant of the message.
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The miracle is always subservient to the
message.
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The miracle is always inferior to the message.
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Why do | say this?
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Because the miracle is temporary, but the
message is permanent.
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The miracle is finite, but the message is eterng
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The miracle is for a season, but the message i
forever.
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Let me explain this some more.
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When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead,
Lazarus died again.
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But those who believed because of the miracle

were eternally saved.
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When Peter healed the man born crippled, thig
man later died.
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But the message that Peter preached brought
many to Christ and thus, they lived forever.
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So Peter begins his message by identifying thg

besetting of sin.
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Any preaching, teaching, witnessing or ministr
that ignores the condition of sin,
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will produce no salvation.
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It was because of sin that Jesus died on the
Cross.
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To ignore sin would be like putting a bandage
over a serious wound.
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When | read the Bible, I find that in all of the
preaching, teaching, witnessing, ministering
done by the apostles, they identified sin and
called it sin.
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They insisted that sin must be confessed and
repented of.

fHtAr I A A LA SR B
Before salvation takes place, sin must be
acknowledged and repented of.
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| want you to look at verses 13 to 15.
HIrE 13-1577 >

Peter identified their sin.
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What was it?
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Here’s what he said,
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“The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
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the God whom you claim to worship,
SRR T ERRATRR R A

The God who brought your forefathers out of
slavery in Egypt,
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that same God sent you his promised Messiah.
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Just as he told the prophets of old that he would.
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This same God sent you his suffering servant
that was prophesied in the book of Isaiah.
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This same God sent you the life-giving Lord.
EIX— L > ZZUR T G ar iy R 2]
He] -

But you crucified him.
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You rejected him.
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You delivered him up to Pontius Pilate.
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You disowned your only hope for salvation.
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You dishonored the one whom God honored.”
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But, my listening friend, do you know what the
irony is here?
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Peter, who is saying all of these things, is the
same Peter who denied Jesus three times
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The Peter who disowned Jesus,
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the Peter who disavowed any knowledge of

Jesus.
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Some of you may say, “Is he a hypocrite then?
REA A2 » XA ZREG 2

How can he condemn people for the same sin
that he committed?”
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But my friends, this is the heart of the Christiaj
faith.
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Whenever | invite you to come to Christ on the
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when your friends or family members plead
with you to repent and receive salvation
through Jesus Christ,
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we are not doing that because we are superiof
to you.
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We are not doing that because we are better
than you.
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We are doing that because we have experiend
firsthand the besetting of sin.
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But secondly,
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because we also experience the benefits of
repentance from our sin.
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Verses 17 to 19,
5 17-1977 »

Peter said, “You acted in ignorance.”
WA > ARTIEX SR H AR -
What is Peter saying?
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Peter is expressing a well-known division
between the sin of omission and the sin of
commission.
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But here’s the important thing, my listening
friend;
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whether your sins were committed through
omission or commission,
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the consequence is the same.
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Ignorance is no excuse.
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Ignorance is no defense.
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But when repentance takes place,
2 — BRI -

God, in his mercy and grace, is willing to let
the past be the past.
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He will let the past, with all of its sins, be
wiped out.
R E— VI E—2 20 -

Not only that,
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but all fears of judgment will be wiped out too.
AL B TR e F IR MR - IR
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Not only that,
AL »

but the much needed refreshment for your soul
will take place.
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The word “wiped out” in verse 19,
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iR -



94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

is a picture of wiping ink off a document.

SEAE A TE — 1 U FIR A A K -

Unlike modern ink, the ink used in the ancient
world,
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had no acid content.
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Consequently, it did not bite into the papyrus.
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And could easily be wiped away without a trac|
by a damp sponge.
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I’'m going to tell you something that’s very,
very exciting.
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when you repent of your sin,
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God does not merely cross out the believer’s
sin,

A FETER FE -

but he wipes that away completely.
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They are gone beyond any possible trace.
B/ STz SN w571

They are gone beyond any possible recall.
E/SEPSENWN /=1

They have disappeared with no chance of beir
found.
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They have vanished without a trace.
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Just like Jesus prayed for those who nailed hir
to the cross,
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“Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they are doing.”
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In the same way, Peter is saying,
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“Even your horrible sin of rejecting and
executing your Messiah,

IWRIRITIB T Zidfs » I3 =022 T A BTl
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can be wiped out when you repent.”
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Let me talk to those of you who are having a
hard time accepting the forgiveness of God.
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Let me talk to those of you who are having a
hard time forgiving yourself.
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If God is willing to forgive those who nailed his
Son to a cross,
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don’t you think he is willing to forgive you?
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You say, “You don’t understand.
TRk IRASERARRY

| have committed terrible sins.
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| have betrayed the most sacred vows of my
marriage.
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| have abused people.

HERHAFE N

| have abused my responsibility and the trust of
others.
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| have embezzled and used monies that don'’t
belong to me.”
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My listening friend, listen very carefully.
SERIARK » 16 LT

Whatever the magnitude of your sin,
ARARILHIIRE %™ E

God's grace is greater than all of your sins.
I R BUE ELORFT AR SRR E % - B
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All of us who have faced the besetting of sin,
B TR Lo X AN 2] AT T SRR A »
know the benefits of repentance.
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But thirdly,
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we also know the blessings of surrender.
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Peter closes his sermon in Acts 3:25 to 26 on
hopeful note.
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The whole episode begins with the
hopelessness of a physical condition.
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And now it concludes with the hope of the
blessing of God.
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They can experience the fulfillment of God’s
promise to Abraham.
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Namely, that through Jesus Christ,
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all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
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All the rich blessings of salvation,
B —UF RN E D

and all of the covenant promises,
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are all available to you today.
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Just as they were available to Peter’s hearers
Acts chapter 3.
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Regardless of what you have done,
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regardless of the life you have led,
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regardless of the guilt you may have been
carrying,
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God will bless you when you repent.
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Repentance is not just feeling sorry.
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Repentance is the deep desire to want to chaf
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God will visit you with heavenly refreshment
when you turn to him.
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The devil cannot stand God’s blessings on you.
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So, he will stir up trouble just like he did with
the early church.
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But the blessings of repentance include the
power to face opposition.
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Our time has run out,
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and it is my hope and prayer that you will
repent and turn to the Lord,
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and that you would write and tell us.
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Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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