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Hello, listening friends.
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It's a delight for us to know that you have tune
in

R ARBERS T BAT TR T H -

and we look forward to hearing from you.
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Today, we will begin a series of messages
entitled “The Portrait of a Hero.”
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It appears that we live in an age without great
heroes.
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Today, many young people have enshrined
movie stars and singers as their heroes.
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The problem with these people is that they are

not famous for anything other than being
famous.
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They are known simply by being known.
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They are not necessarily known for their
character.
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They are not necessarily known for their
sacrifices.
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They are not known for their commitment to
others.
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In fact, for the first time in history,
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we live in a day where heroes are no longer
heroic.
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Most of what we call ‘heroes’
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are the creation of our imagination.
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They are unreal people.
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They are like synthetic flowers. They look real,
but they are not real.
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On the other hand,

God’s heroes are every bit human like the rest
of us.
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A wise man once said,
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“Today, being a hero is about the shortest-
lived profession on earth.”
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Even the worship of dead heroes is now
commonplace,
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yet, God wants every father and every mother
to be God’s hero to their children.
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God wants every teacher to be a hero to their
students.
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God wants every Christian business leader to
God’s hero in business.
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God wants every Christian, whatever service
you may be in, to be God’s hero in his work.
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In short, God wants every believer, young or
old, to be a hero for God.
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A dear friend of mine told me a few years ago
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if fathers want to be heroes to their children,
they have to commit to three things.
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First,
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humility.
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Giving God credit for their accomplishments.
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Second,
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loving their wives.
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Thirdly,
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giving time and attention to their children.
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The one thing you see, as we look through theg
life of Moses,
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is that he was not perfect.
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We will see him fall and stumble.
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We will see him try to get it on his own
strength and fail.
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We will see God stripping him of himself,
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but we will also see God building him up.
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We will see him learning to walk in the power
of God and not his own power.
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We will see him accomplish the impossible,
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but, most of all, we will see him frustrated and
impatient
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and even wishing he wasn’'t God’s hero.
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In other words, we will see a man in every
sense of the word —
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a man with human weaknesses, totally trusting
in God’s strength,
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and, my listening friends, this is the formula for
becoming God’s hero.
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Someone said about this heroic man, Moses,
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that, if it was Moses versus Pharaoh, then you
would have to feel sorry for Moses;
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but, because it was God versus Pharaoh, then
you would have to pity Pharaoh.
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Heroes are heroes because they inspire others t

do better;
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so, to be a hero for God, you don’t have to
attract a lot of attention.
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You don’t have to be wealthy or important.
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All you need to do is inspire someone.
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If you inspire one person, you are a hero for
God.
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My listening friend, listen carefully to what |
am going to tell you.
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It is not the critic (credit) who counts --
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not the man who points out how the strong ma
stumbles,
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or how the doer of the deeds could have done
them better.
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The credit belongs to the man who is actively i
the arena
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whose face is marred by sweat and blood,
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the man who strives valiantly.
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Moses was that man
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and that is why Moses’ name is mentioned
seven hundred times in the Bible.
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Before Stephen was stoned to death in the Bo
of Acts,
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he gives a speech.
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In his speech, he divides Moses'’ life into three
segments.
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the first forty years of Moses’ life is where he
grew up in Pharaoh’s palace,
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where he learned something.
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The second forty years of Moses’ life was spent
in the desert.
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and, there, he learned that he was nothing.
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The third forty years of Moses’ life, Moses
lived in the wilderness.
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There, he proved that God is everything.
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Let me put Moses in a historical perspective.
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It has been four hundred years since God told
Abraham that his descendants would be
enslaved in a foreign land.
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God told Abraham that, after four hundred
years, he would rescue them.
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You can read about this in Genesis, Chapter 15,
beginning in verse 13.
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Abraham’s great grandson, Joseph,
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gets sold into slavery in Egypt by his jealous
and envious brothers,
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but God brings good out of evil
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and He places Joseph in the highest office in
the land next to Pharaoh.
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When Joseph dies and his descendants get
numerous,
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a new Pharaoh comes on the scene;
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but, out of fear that the Hebrews would take
over the country,
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Pharaoh oppresses them by keeping them kne
high in mud making bricks;
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then, right on schedule, God raises Moses.
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Moses, whose name means “the one who is
retrieved from the waters,”
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was sent to deliver God’s people from the
slavery.
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In doing so, Moses pays a hefty price.
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For his obedience, he sacrifices comfort, and
wealth, and power, and prestige.
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Moses turns his back on all of the splendor an
the glories of the superpower of the day.
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For his obedience,
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Moses exchanged the amenities of the city for
the hardness of the desert.
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For his obedience,
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Moses exchanged the softness of the palace f
the ruggedness of tent-living
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and that is why Hebrews 11:24 tells us,
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“By faith Moses,...refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter...”
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Choosing instead to share the ill-treatment wit
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin.
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In fact, there is only one common thing among
all those names that are mentioned in the Book
of Hebrews, Chapter 11.
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Do you know what it is?
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It is faith
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and that is why many people refer to Hebrews,
Chapter 11, as the "Faith Hall of Fame."
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They were men and women of ordinary or even
less ordinary abilities.
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They were men and women of ordinary or even
less ordinary talents.
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They were men and women of clay feet,
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but the one thing they had in common was faith
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faith in the God of the impossible.
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Four times in Hebrews 11, the Bible tells us
that it was faith that made Moses to be the hero
for God.
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Jesus said
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a faith as small as a mustard seed can uproot a
sycamore tree.
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Faith as small as a mustard seed can move
mountains and cast it into the middle of the sea.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully to
what | am going to tell you.
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There are some who erroneously think that fai
is wishing for something hard enough until you
get it.
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There are others who think that faith is

accomplishing certain results that others cann
accomplish.
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That could not be further from the truth.
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Faith, according to the Word of God,
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is the ability for us to get out of the way so tha
God may work unhindered through us.
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Faith, according to the Word of God, is the

ability to be a mere channel through which Go
can bless His people.
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John the Baptist expressed the very essence (

faith when he said, “I must decrease and he
must increase.”
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Back to Moses.
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By faith, Moses turned his back on prosperity.
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By faith, Moses renounced his adopted
grandfather, the Great Pharaoh,
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who was the most powerful man in the world &
that time.
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By faith, Moses chose to identify with the slave

nation rather than the ruling class.
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Moses’ faith does not make sense to the
world’s values.
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Moses could have rationalized where he was to
himself by saying, “I could do much more for
the Israelites by remaining in Pharaoh’s court
and using my influence there,”
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but for Moses to do that would have been a sin.
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The same rationalization is what some believers
give for staying in a place of compromise.
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Moses’ faith teaches us the real ingredients of
biblical faith.
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Do you know what they are?
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There are five in number.
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Number one,
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a sense of helplessness and nothingness.
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Second,
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an absolute assurance of being in God’s plan.
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Third,
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being a willing channel.
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Fourth,
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feeding daily upon the promises of God.
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Fifth, daring to act when God says act,
regardless of our feelings.
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Let's look at these very closely.
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First, a sense of emptiness and nothingness.
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Moses got a swollen head when he realized th
he is to deliver the people out of slavery,
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so he tried to do it his way, by killing another
person.
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He tried to force God’s deliverance,
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but he ended up in the desert for forty years
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and, only when he emptied himself of himself,
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when he was reduced to nothing,
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God was ready to use him.
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\éVh(;n Moses heard God’s voice in the burning
ush,
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when God revealed His plan, Moses was read
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but, this time, he was conscious of his own
shortcoming --
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which leads me, thirdly, to becoming a willing
channel.
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When you are full of your own plans and your
own opinions,
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God has a hard time getting through to you, or
getting you to listen to Him.
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Once you lay your plans aside, He will reveal
His plan to you.
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Only then will you become a channel for His
plans.
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and the fourth thing is this:
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Moses fed daily on the promises of God.
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He was pleading those promises in prayer.
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He trusted these promises with all of his heart.
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These promises gave him the courage to leave
behind the comfort of the familiar
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and to face the danger of the new and the
unknown.
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Finally, faith will make you dare to do the
impossible
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because it is not you, but God, Who will do the
impossible through you
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if you are ready to become a person of faith,
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and you can begin today by saying, “God, |
desire to be a person of faith.”
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Until next time, | wish you God'’s richest
blessing.
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