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Hello, listening friends.
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Welcome to this broadcast on the life of Mose$
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In the last message, | told you that each of the
plagues corresponds to one of the ancient
Egyptian gods,
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and, today, we are going to look at these.
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Let’s look at the first plague.
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It was God'’s judgment against the waters of
Egypt.
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Aaron lifted his rod and smote the water, and
the water turned into blood
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and the fish died, and the river stank.
TP EAE T > WHER T o

Egypt owes its very life to the River Nile.
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If the River Nile dries up, ninety-nine percent
of the population of Egypt would die within
days.
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From the Nile came the water for irrigation.
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The River Nile was the primary means of
transportation.
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From the Nile came the fertile top soil.
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The Nile was the key to life.
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You take it away, and there will be no life.
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Osiris, or the chief god of Egypt,
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he was first and foremost the god of the Nile.
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Offerings were made to the gods of the Nile.
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Human sacrifices were offered to the gods of
the Nile.

AT TLA N Y » ks e 20

Priests bowed and worshipped the gods of the
Nile
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and, now, the divine Nile, which is the source
of life, became the source of death.
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This plague lasted for seven days,
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but, in Exodus, Chapter 7, verse 22,
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that “the heart of Pharaoh was hardened,”
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and he refused to let the people go
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so, secondly, comes the plague of the frogs.
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Aaron stretched his hand, and millions of frogs
took over the country.
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Ancient Egyptians worshipped the goddess,
Heket.
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Heket was always pictured with a normal head
and a body of a frog.

I NOEEIC RPN 22 ¢ E Ry A

Heket the frog was considered to be the
goddess of fertility.
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God gave them frogs until frogs were literally
coming out of their ears.

ML F 2 HiE B > 2R AR H L H -
They baked their bread with frogs in it.
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They drank their water with frogs in it.
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They slept in beds that were covered with frogs.
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Here is the irony.
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Ancient Egyptians could not kill frogs.
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For how can they kill the goddess of fertility?
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But here is something really funny.
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Pharaoh turns to his magicians and asked the
“Can you do this?”
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“Oh, yes,” they said, they can make more
frogs;
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but one thing they did not need was more frog
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but the magicians could not get rid of the frogs.
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Only God can.
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In Exodus 8:8, Pharaoh said to Moses,
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“Entreat your god to get rid of the frogs, and
will let you go...”
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but, when God answered their request,
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Pharaoh refused to let them go;
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so came the third plague of the flies or the lice.
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The Bible indicates that this was a form of sand
fly that dug deep beneath the skin and caused
itching and pain.
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This was a judgment upon the earth god, Gib.
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Their fertile land of Egypt that was worshipped
was now producing insects and swarms of flies.
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This defiled their bodies and prevented the
priests from practicing their pagan rituals.
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Still, Pharaoh refused to let them go;
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so comes the fourth plague.
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This plague is another insect that was very
special to the Egyptians in their worship.
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The ancient Egyptians worshipped the beetle
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and God said, “I'll give you enough beetle to
make you sick.”
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But when they got over the supply of beetles,
still Pharaoh refused to surrender,
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which brought about the fifth plague.
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This was against the cattle of the land.
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Ancient Egyptians venerated animals.
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One of the most popular religious cults was the
cult of Apis, the bull god.
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In many shrines, you would find a sacred bull.
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In fact, dead bulls were given elaborate burialg
in a vault at Segara near Memphis.
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Many of the people of God in Egypt belonged
to that cult
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and that is why, when Moses went up to the
mountains in Sinai desert
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and most of his people thought he would neve
come back,
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so they asked Aaron to make a golden calf in
the image of Apis.
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They said, “This is your god, O Israel, who
brought you out of Egypt.”
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It's against this depraved religious system that
God’s judgment came.
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Still, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened,
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which brings us to the sixth plague.
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The sixth plague was the plague of boils and
ulcers.
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Exodus, Chapter 9, verses 10 to 12, tells us,
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that Moses and Aaron took ashes of a furnace
and stood before Pharaoh.
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They sprinkled the ashes toward Heaven and
they became boils.
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Nothing would cure these boils in the skin of
ancient Egyptians.
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Boils covered their faces and their whole bodies
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so much so that the magicians could not appear
before Moses because of the boils.
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The irony is this:
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it was customary in ancient Egypt for the ashes

of sacrifices to be sprinkled into the air above
the worshipper
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and all who have ashes fall upon them counted
that a blessing;
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but, now, in the hands of Moses, the ashes of
blessings have become the ashes of a curse.
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Egyptians and Egyptian gods were known for
being skilled in medicine,
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but these gods are impotent before Jehovah
God,
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but Pharaoh still hardened his heart,
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which brings me to the seventh plague which
was an extraordinary phenomenon.
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It rarely rains in Egypt
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so to get lightning and hail sends horror in the
hearts of both people and beasts.
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With this plague comes a turning of people
against Pharaoh.
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Moses warned the people that every animal left
in the field would be killed by the hail,
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but those who believed the words of the Lord,
even among the Egyptians, their animals woul
survive;
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but those who had faith in the sky gods, they
were devastated,

{ELAREEATHE KAy > HR RS -

and, when hope is shattered and expectations
are not met, anger would follow.
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Horus, the god of the atmosphere,

K2 Z ] &4 -

Anut, the sky goddess,
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proved ineffective in the face of the power of
Jehovah;
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then, comes the eighth plague, the invasion of
the locusts.
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The locusts devoured everything left in the fiel
after the devastation caused by hail.
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In Exodus, Chapter 10 and verse 7,
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the country’s leaders pleaded with Pharaoh to
let the Hebrews go;
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but, when Pharaoh attempted to bargain with
Moses, he discovered that God does not barg
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Moses left the palace while the locusts
consumed everything in sight.
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Nepra, the god of the grains,
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Annibas, the guardian god of the fields,
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Min, the deity of the harvest and crops,
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all these gods had now joined the list of false
gods that were defeated and destroyed by
Yahweh.
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Finally, the ninth plague comes swiftly and
unexpectedly
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and this was the most significant of all in terms
of the Egyptian false gods.
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For three days, a dense darkness fell upon the
land.
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The stars were gone and the moon did not shine
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and, in Exodus, Chapter 10, verses 21 to 23,
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we read of the most devastating plague of all,
the disappearance of Ra.
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Ra, the beloved sun god, had been obliterated.
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The noon hour was blacker than midnight.
IEF I 2T B IR R -

The people were forced to sit still for three days.
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They could not move.
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They could not eat.
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They could not see each other
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and Pharaoh, the sun worshipper, discovered
that the sun is no match for the sun-Maker.
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Finally, Pharaoh said to Moses,
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“Get out of here. If you see my face again,
you will be a dead man.”
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Exodus, Chapter 10, verse 29, Moses said,
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“You said it well. I will not see your face
again.”
{RUARL » LA ILRAVE 1 -
First, it was the river;
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then, the land,;
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then, finally, the sky.
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Again and again, God reminded them that He
the Maker of all things

— I Fm= > R > A Y
EIE T -
and He is the One to be worshipped and adorg
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not His creation.
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Not His blessings.
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Not His gifts.
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My listening friends, please listen carefully to
what | am going to tell you.
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There are two lessons here that | pray that will
be imprinted indelibly upon your heart.
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First of all,

B

God detests cheap repentance.
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God detests temporary change of heart.
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God detests transitory change of character.
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After each plague, from the frogs to the
darkness, Pharaoh promised to repent
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and, yet, as soon as God answered Moses’
prayer, Pharaoh went back to his old ways.
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True repentance is not just out of fear of the
consequences of sin.
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It is out of love for the One Who has been
offended.
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So much of our repentance is like that of
Pharaoh.
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We only do it when we want something from
God.
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So many of our cries to God are like that of
Pharaoh'’s.
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“Get me out of this and I'll be good.
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Bless me and I'll change my ways.
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Do this and I'll do that.”
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This is a very dangerous thing to do.
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When you are truly in love with God, you want
to please Him

MRIREIEZ A AR 2R =0

and, when you have become aware that you
have offended Him and displeased Him, you
grieve over offending Him.
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The second thing | want to tell you is this:
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Moses was given a variety of options,
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but he insisted on what God wanted, instead of
what he could have settled for.
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It is a well-known fact in negotiation
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that you start by asking for the whole loaf
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so, at the end of the day, you will settle for the
half, which really is what you wanted to begin
with.
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This may be okay in negotiation,
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but negotiation is not part of God’s vocabulary
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In Exodus, Chapter 8, verse 25, Pharaoh said
“Sacrifice to your God here in Egypt...”
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but Moses said,
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“God said to go for three days’ and three
nights’ journey and there we sacrifice.”
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In Exodus 8:28, Pharaoh answered,
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“Go, but not too far...”
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but Moses remembered God'’s instructions,
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and he told Pharaoh, “No, three days and thre
nights, that's what God said.”
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No bargaining.
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My listening friends, listen carefully as we are
getting ready to conclude.
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Negotiation with God is an indication of a hard
heart
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and that is why Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.
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We read that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.
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What does that mean?
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As if God is saying, “You worship frogs? Here
are more frogs you worship.”
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In the same way, God would say to each of us,
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“You have decided to renege on your
promises.
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You decided to ignore My commands.
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You decided to be in control of your life.
TR E DL E BEAZ R AN 2

You have decided to do things your way
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and | will now help you fulfill your desire.
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I'll give you what you want in abundance.”
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Be careful, my listening friends, in the area of
your obedience to God.
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A smorgasbord obedience, or a temporary
obedience, will not honor God.
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That is why Paul tells us, in Romans 2:4,
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do not take God’s mercy for granted.
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Do not let God’s patience with you send you to
an ego trip of thinking that you can get away
with things.
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No one can get away from God.

BB N Bk A o g Er A o

Until we meet again, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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