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Hello, listening friends.
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We are delighted that you have tuned in to thig
broadcast
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and we have been studying the life of Moses,
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and we’re learning how to be a hero for God.
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| want to begin by pointing to something that ig
very common in our world today.
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In our modern culture, image is everything.
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We pay more attention to what people think of
us than what God thinks of us.
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Today, | want you to see how concern of one’s
own image can get you into deep trouble.
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What do | mean by image?
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Image is our veneer.
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Image is the good impression and the outward
appearance.
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Image is style over substance.
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Obsession with image can cause us to make
poor choices.

S BRI » R TAREMH R TR

%

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

In contrast, those who are not worried about
pleasing people --
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they do the right thing the right way for the
right reason.
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When Aaron, Moses’ brother, was thrust into a
place of responsibility,
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his integrity was found wanting.
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His preoccupation with his image overwhelmed
his deep convictions.
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All of us face daily pressures to compromise.
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When you read Exodus 32, you see how Aaron
gave in to the pressure.
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You'll understand the factors that led to his
compromise.
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The temptation to give in to pressures is a daily
confrontation for all of us
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and there are three factors that played an
important role in leading believers to

compromise.
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the desire to be liked will lead you to
compromise.
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Second,
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the use of clever tactics will not prevent you
from compromise.
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Thirdly,
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making excuses will not absolve you from the
consequences of compromise.
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ITl?edﬁrSt of these factors is the desire to be
iked.
FPHEEPE - BT ARVECE -
Let me tell you that this desire is very common
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and it is stronger in some than others.
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Someone once said,
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“If you set out to be liked,
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you would be prone to compromise on anything

at any time,
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and you would achieve nothing.”
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Here in Exodus 32,
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we find an utter mutiny against Yahweh,
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but Aaron was not the man to stand against th
pressures of the world.
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Aaron was not the man who would put an end
to the mutiny.
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Instead, he fanned the flames of compromise.
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Wanting to be liked and accepted will always
lead to compromise.
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The parents who give their children everything
because they want to be liked by their children -
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they are ruining their children.
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The wife who sees her husband doing the
wrong thing and never speaks the truth
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because she wants to be liked by him.
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It's causing damage to both of them.
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The husband, who would not lovingly lead his
wife out of bad habits
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out of fear that she may not like him
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is sinning against both of them.
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Friends, who keep quiet when they see friends
doing the wrong things
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just to be accepted by their friends,
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they are sinning against their friends.
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Wrong is wrong, no matter who does it;
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and encouraging the wrong, or being silent in
the face of the wrong just to be liked, is wrong.
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First, watch out for the overwhelming desire to
be liked.
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Secondly, use of clever tactics will not prevent
the flood of compromise.
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Aaron tried to be clever.
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Look at verse 2 of Exodus 32.
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Aaron tried to use his own wisdom instead of
God’s wisdom.
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Aaron tried to appeal to people’s materialistic
side, instead of the fear of the Lord;
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so, Aaron asked the people of God to give up

their gold and silver to make them the idol that
they wanted.
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Aaron thought that, if he hits them in their
pocketbooks, they would change their minds.
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Aaron thought that, if he requires them to give

up their material possession, that they would
retreat from their desire to worship idols;
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but that clever, worldly wisdom backfired on
Aaron;
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so, my listening friends, be careful in using

human wisdom when you are facing temptatign.
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Be careful in trying to be clever with the devil.
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You are no match for him.

TRARAAN B EHIR T o

Be careful in trying to use your worldly
wisdom to deal with your weaknesses.
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You will fail all the time.
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Spiritual battles have to be fought and won wit
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spiritual weapons.
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Aaron thought that the people would never part
with their material possessions.
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He did not understand that people, by nature,

are willing to spend their fortune on their
pleasures.
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He did not understand that people, by nature,
are willing to give up all they have to fulfill
their desires.
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When the people of God put their jewels at his

feet, Aaron found that he was a victim of his
own clever snare.
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Now, he is compelled to make them a molten
calf like the ancient Egyptian god, Apis;
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and, when the people saw the golden calf, they
were delighted.
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They said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt.”
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Let me stop here to tell you that the people of
God’s intention was not to repudiate Yahweh.
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All they wanted to do was worship Him under
the name of Apis.
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What are they doing?
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They wanted to worship God on their own
terms.
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All they wanted to do was create a god in their
own image.
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All they wanted to do was to have God becom
understanding of their lust and greed.
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Isn’t this just like our generation?

XA IEBEAT TR 5 A TS 2

They want to think of God as sitting up in
Heaven saying to us, “Whatever you want is
fine by Me.”
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Remember, by now in Exodus 20, God had

already given them the Ten Commandments
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and within these Ten Commandments was a

clear command, “Thou shalt not make a carve
image of Yahweh...”
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but, despite God'’s instructions, the people gav
in to compromise.
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In the same way, many Christians today accej
compromise between their faith and the world’
view.
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This causes them to adopt corrupted ways of
thinking
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and, often, they call compromise "living and le
live."
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They often say, “God understands our
difficulties.

AT o PR R
God will always have mercy on us.”
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Be careful, my listening friends, when you
presume on the mercy of God
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because, soon, you'll become part of the
world’s thinking.
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The Spanish people have a saying that goes
something like this:

THYESF B R TEIX 20

“He who goes with the wolves learns to howl
like the wolves.”
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Aaron, like many compromising Christians,
knew that the golden calf was wrong,
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but he told himself, “That just can’t be helped.”
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He convinced himself that, under the
circumstances, it just couldn’t be avoided.
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| want you to notice verses 21 and 22.
A 21-2277 >

When Aaron is confronted by Moses,
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he never denies the wrong.
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He merely explained it away.

ftl FUZ e B B HH -

My listening friend, please listen carefully to
what I’'m going to tell you.
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No one can ever force you to compromise.
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You compromise because you choose to
compromise.
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Write this on your heart.
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You compromise because you choose to
compromise.
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Let's look at those points again.
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The first factor that leads to compromise is the
overwhelming desire to be liked.
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The second factor is that clever tactics will not
prevent compromise.
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Finally, making excuses will not absolve you
from the consequences of compromise.
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There are some Christians who think that,
because Jesus saved us from our sins
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and the consequences of sin,
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that we can sin to our heart’s content without
consequences
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and, yet, there are other Christians who
rationalize their compromising lifestyle.
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They say, “This is the way God made me.
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These are the circumstances in which God
placed me.
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My listening friend, please listen carefully.
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This was Aaron’s reaction when he was
confronted by Moses.
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Aaron’s reaction is a classic example of our
own tendency toward self-deception and

dishonesty.
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Look at verse 21.
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Moses said to Aaron,
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“What did these people do to you that you le
them into such great sin?”
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See Aaron’s response in verse 22.
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“Do not be angry, my Lord. You know how
prone these people are to evil....”
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then, Aaron continues in verse 24,
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“| took their gold and silver and | threw them
in the fire, and out came this calf.”
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If this was not sad, it would have been
humorous.
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“...out came the calf,” Aaron said.
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Someone once said
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this is a classic example of a guilty man with
his back against the wall.
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Adam tried to put the blame on Eve
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and Eve tried to pass the blame on Satan,
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but the consequences were the forfeiting of
paradise.
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On the other hand, David repented and God
forgave him;
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but the consequences remained.
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Listen to me very carefully as | conclude, my
listening friend.
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Consequences are like scars. They often last a
lifetime.
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Aaron probably thought worshipping Apis
would not matter in the long run,
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but God was not amused.
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Instead, He wanted to destroy all of them and
start all over.
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It was Moses’ intercession and willingness to
die for his people that made God spare them,
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but the three thousand leaders of this mutiny
were killed.
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Don't take the consequences of sin lightly.
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They may come later, but they will always
come.
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We can never escape the painful results of
compromise.
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Today, you can repent of your compromise.
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Today, you can repent of having one foot in sin
and one foot with Christ.
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Today is the acceptable time.
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Come to the Lord while He may be found
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and, until next time, | wish you God’s richest
blessing.

A KGR ea IR - BAT T HEZ -



